
Newsletter of the Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria
P.O. Box 6101 Cromer Vic 3193
Print Post Approved Print Post Publication Number PP 381667 / 00311
ISSN Number 08190879

Volume 36 Number 1 March 2017 Editor: Jessica Boys

LABORATORY TECHNICIANS’ ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA

LTAV Website  
www.ltav.org.au



- 1 -



Lablines Vol 36 No. 1 March 2017

- 1 -

Contents
President’s Report 2

From the Editor 3

In the News 5

Recovering from a Fire 6

LABCON 2017 12

Peter Ellis Scholarship Winner Review of LABCON 2016 13

CONASTA 66 Scholarship  14

A Week in the Life of a Lab Tech  15

List Laughs and Life Hacks  16

Brain Break 17

10 of the Best 17

Did you know? 18

LTAV Publications 19

Membership Form 20

Regional Representatives for 2017 21

Committee Members for 2017 22

Deadline for next Lablines 2017
19th May 2017

COPYRIGHT REMINDER
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted for republication, 
and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the COPYRIGHT holder. LTAV retains 
COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications for noncommercial release should be addressed to 
editor: boys.jessica.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed are in “Lablines” are not necessarily the opinions of the committee.
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. Risk assessments 
should be carried out before attempting same.



- 3 -

Lablines Vol 36 No. 1 March 2017

- 2 -

Lablines Vol 36 No.1 March 

- 12 - 

 

 

 

President’s Report 
Marcia Rogerson 
LTAV President 
 

 

Welcome back! 

I hope you have all had a relaxing and 
refreshing holiday break. By the time 
you read this, it will be nearing the end 
of Term 1. Why does time seem to 
move so much more quickly each year?  

LABCON 2016 was a big success; 
however, it is behind us now. I hope 
you refer back to those LABCON notes 
that you filed away during the 
Christmas break and that you keep in 
touch with the lab techs that you 
contacted and made friends with. 

This is LTAV’s FIRST Lablines Colour 
Edition! It is a very impressive 
magazine, I am sure you will agree.  
Thank you to our new Editor, Jessica 
Boys, and the people who have 
contributed articles. Please continue to 
send your stories and helpful hints to 
Jessica as she would love to publish 
them in the next edition of Lablines. 

It is with sad news that I share with you 
that the Science ASSIST project has 
formally finished. Unfortunately, further 
funding to continue the Science 
ASSIST program has not been granted; 
however, we have not given up hope 
and we will keep you informed of any 
future developments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All the information that is on the 
Science ASSIST website is still readily 
available including a couple of new 
major items: microbiological guidelines 
and chemical management. 
 
The LTAV Committee met in February 
to start formalising ideas for LABCON 
2017. It will be held a little earlier this 
year compared to 2016.  

Once again we have secured 
Melbourne Graduate School of 
Education for the venue, and the 
dates are November 13th, 14th, and 
15th. Please write these dates in your 
diaries now! 

Lablines Vol 36 No.1 March 

- 13 -

From the Editor 
Jessica Boys 
Lablines Editor

 

I thought I would take this opportunity 
to introduce myself.  

I am the sole Laboratory Technician at 
Officer Secondary College, a new 
school in the south eastern suburbs.  
As the school is only in its third year, I 
have spent the last 6 months trying to 
fill our vast array of empty cupboards 
with every possible piece of free 
equipment I can find.  

This has taken me to many different 
schools to meet a number of different 
laboratory technicians. I came to the 
conclusion recently that Laboratory 
Technicians must be one of the 
friendliest breeds of people around. I 
have come to know that every time I 
walk into a school I will get to meet 
another helpful, friendly and selfless 
Laboratory Technician. I have loved 
meeting each of you.  

As the new Editor of Lablines, my 
vision is that you too can meet fellow 
Laboratory Technicians from around 
our state. I hope that the articles in 
Lablines will help you put names to 
faces and learn the stories of people 
who share our role. I hope that when 
you attend Laboratory Technician 
events that you will be able to  

recognise people and have the 
confidence to say hi and get to know 
them even better.  

I really hope you enjoy reading this 
edition of Lablines, I had a great time 
putting it together. Please don’t 
hesitate to contact me if you would like 
to put something in a future edition, 
even if it is as simple as ‘A Day in Your 
Life’ or ‘What’s Happening At Your 
School’, I would love to hear from you. 

While I’m here I would like to thank 
those who contributed to this edition, 
particularly the Laboratory Technicians 
who shared about their experiences in 
recovering from a fire in their schools. I 
could tell from talking to you that a lot 
of what you wrote is still very raw and 
confronting, I truly appreciate you 
opening up to us all so that we can 
learn from your experiences and be 
motivated by your resilience. 
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MSL50116 Diploma of Laboratory Technology 

The Diploma of Laboratory Technology is a way for 
laboratory assistants in educational settings to upgrade 
their knowledge and skills. You will acquire skills 
associated with the operation of a school laboratory 
and associated technical tasks such as preparing 
working solutions, OH&S and laboratory maintenance. 
The course is relevant to biological testing, 
biotechnology, chemical testing, environmental 
monitoring and all other tasks associated with a school 
laboratory technician/assistant.  

Core topics include...... 
● Communicate with other people
● Provide information to customers
● Plan and conduct laboratory/field work
● Maintain laboratory/field workplace safety
● Process and interpret data
● Use laboratory application data
● Implement and monitor environmentally

sustainable work practices
● Analyse data and report results
● Apply quality system and continuous

improvement processes

 

 

Express your interest to: 

Ms Ursula Linke 

Baker Ebert Pty Ltd RTO # 40958 

Email: labskills@bakerebert.edu.au 
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In the News 
Laboratory Technicians, it’s time to 
update all those periodic tables, our 
four new elements finally have 
official names!  

Once known as Ununtrium (113), 
Ununpentium (115), Ununseptium 
(117) and Ununoctium (118), these 
elements have ditched their ugly 
temporary names for much more 
refined yet equally hard to 
pronounce names, now approved 
by the International Union of Pure 
and Applied Chemistry (IUPAC, aka 
The Element Namers).   

Although the public were given a 
chance to contribute in the naming 
process, with serious contenders 
such as McElementalface-ium in the 
mix, it seems we are left with 
traditional, and overall incredibly 
predictable names to live with 
forever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So without further ado, please give 
a warm welcome to our four 
newest elements: 

(113) Nihonium, Symbol Nh 

Discovered by Japanese scientists at 
RIKEN Nishina Center for Accelerator-
Based Science and named to reflect 
the Japanese word for Japan, ‘Nihon’.  

(115) Moscovium, Symbol Mc 

Discovered by Russian scientists at 
the Joint Institute of Nuclear Research 
and named in recognition of their 
location in the Moscow region  

(117) Tennessine, Symbol Ts 

Discovered by American scientists 
from 3 different research institutes 
(Oak Ridge National Laboratory, 
Vanderbilt University and the 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville) 
all in the Tennessee region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(118) Organesson, Symbol Og 

Discovered by collaborating teams from 
Russia (Joint Institute for Nuclear 
Research) and the USA (Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory), named 
in honour of Professor Yuri 
Organessian, a nuclear physicist from 
the Joint Institute for Nuclear Research.  

Be sure to look clever next time 
someone shows you an outdated 
periodic table! 

Jessica Boys 
Lablines Editor 
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PHOTO: Stairs on the right once led to a back entrance to the two labs, Tab McKechnie

prepare solutions – much more labour 
intensive than picking the bottles off 
the shelf. One positive to this was that 
we were able to prepare for GHS by 
ensuring that all our labels were 
compliant. 

Alongside all these ongoing activities, 
plans were being drawn up for a new 
‘state of the art’ Science & Maths 
facility. In 2012, to assist with the 
layout, fitting and furnishings, we 
visited several other schools to see 
their set ups. This was an interesting 
(but again time consuming) 
experience. 

y January 2015 this new facility 
was ready for occupation and 
we were very excited to pack, 

move and consolidate everything into 
the one place.  

Overall, I remember 2012 as being an 
exhausting year faced with many 
challenges, but also a rewarding year 
in feeling a sense of achievement at 
still being able to deliver a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tab (Jan) 
McKechnie 
Laboratory Technician 

Daylesford Secondary 
College 
 

n Term 4 2015, Daylesford SC was 
at the beginning of a major 
“Rebuild Program”. The rebuild 

was to involve Home Economics, 
Textiles, Art, Music, Technology, the 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

successful science program. It was 
fantastic to receive so much support 
from other schools and suppliers. 

Five years on, we still come across 
a few gaps in our inventory that we 
haven’t yet replaced and I can often 
be heard talking in ‘pre-fire’ and 
‘post-fire’ terms, but overall the 
whole experience has allowed me to 
test my resilience, be resourceful 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Library, computer rooms, LOTE, 
Maths & Science. The B- block was 
going to be the first building to be 
demolished (sometime in 2016) 
followed by the A-block (sometime in 
2017). The company to manage the 
project was in place and plans were 
underway. The school was 
preparing itself for some major 
disruptions, but for the Science 
department this was at least twelve 
months away. Or so we thought! 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

and develop organisational skills 
which are all essential to be a good 
lab tech. I have learned a great deal 
from the experience both personally, 
professionally and about others. I am 
now very thankful to work in a 
fantastic science facility with two very 
well set up prep areas. 
 
 
 
 

 
In the early hours of December 28 
2015, a fire destroyed the A-block. We 
lost the entire science area (4 labs, 
the prep room, the chemistry store 
and a computer pod) plus LOTE, 
Careers, Library, computer rooms & 
general classrooms. Two days later, 
on Wednesday 30 December, we had 
our first science meeting when HOD 
and I (along with staff from other 
affected KLAs) essentially kissed 
goodbye the remainder of the summer 
vacation. 
 

irstly, I thank the mailing list. 
List-serv (LTAVlist) has always 
been a great resource, but it 

was especially invaluable in this case. 
It is not just the people sharing their 
knowledge; we found there are some 
extremely generous schools out there. 
 
A single request for an out-of-print text 
in early January brought forth offers of 
help from many schools, both in the 
Ballarat area and from Melbourne and 
beyond. Later requests for some older 
type equipment also brought forth 
help from generous schools. These 

B
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Recovering from a Fire 
3 Schools, 3 Laboratory Technicians, 3 Stories of Resilience

 

Pam Arnold 
Senior Science Laboratory 
Technician 

Yarra Valley Grammar 
 

onday 30th Jan 2012 was a 
very hot, humid day and I 
was home cooking dinner 

after our first day back at work at the 
start of the new school year, when I 
received a distressed call from our 
Head of Science informing me that 
there was a fire at the school in the 
science department. Once I arrived 
back there I had the surreal 
experience to be part of a large crowd 
of onlookers, knowing that my work 
place was on fire and wondering what 
the future would hold. 

The following day (when the students 
were due back at the school), we 
were informed that four of the six 
laboratories were extensively 
damaged along with the main prep 
area and some surrounding 
classrooms. 

As a science team we had to swiftly 
work out how we were going to 
deliver a teaching program with very  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

few resources, only two laboratories 
and a very small prep area. It’s 
amazing how many pracs can be set 
up using supermarket products and 
bucket loads of plasticine!! At the 
end of the first week the fire brigade 
retrieved most of our chemicals from 
the charred building which appeared 
to be OK albeit a little sooty, but we 
were faced with not knowing if they 
were heat affected and a big  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

dilemma of where to put them with no 
storage facility, which led to our 
decision to pay for disposal. 

Within two weeks the school had 
installed portable classrooms at a 
separate location to accommodate our 
Year 9 students. One of these 
classrooms was converted into a Year 
9 science laboratory/prep area. 

By mid-year we had three other 
portable laboratories set up at a 
different location within the school and 
an office for the science teachers. The 
labs were well fitted by Modulab and 
prep areas were colour coded for 
science disciplines using Gratnell 
Storage systems. We were now 
operating from five prep rooms in 
three separate locations. 

We spent the whole year ordering, 
receiving and unpacking equipment 
and supplies to replace all that we had 
lost – a huge task on top of our 
normal duties. Chemistry pracs were 
probably our biggest challenge as 
every request we received usually 
involved having to source new 
chemicals, make new labels and 

M
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PHOTO: The Humanities Office, Loukia Andrews 

it where you can; and accept that you 
cannot go back! 

Loukia Andrews 
Science Laboratory Technician 

Montmorency 
Secondary College 
 

magine coming to work and your 
workspace is no longer accessible. 
The labs, classrooms and prep 

room you knew, you were familiar 
with, that were metres from your 
office, were no more. All your 
inventory was packed for you in 
boxes, taken away to be ‘cleaned’. All 
your storage, cupboards, compactus, 
filing cabinets, your desk, shelving, 
emptied and packed away.  Once 
upon a time, you knew where you 
could access equipment and 
resources and if you didn’t, you 
looked up the inventory book that 
catalogued every item (telling you 
which room, cupboard, shelf you 
would find that item you were looking 
for). Not anymore. The packers put 
everything neatly and securely into 
boxes labelled with the room they 
were in originally and that was all. 
Although every drawer and cupboard 
was labelled for easy access this 
information was not included on the 
labels. Boxes, hundreds of them, 
taken away. 

This was the beginning of our 
recovery from an arson at 
Montmorency Secondary College. In 
the September holidays of 2015 our 
school fell victim to an attack by a 
pyromaniac. The fire brigade were 
called to a burning car in a nearby 
street, then one of the firemen noticed 
smoke coming from the school. What 
they found when they got close is 
every school’s worst nightmare. A 
volatile cocktail was thrown into the 
Humanities office, destroying the 
office and four adjoining classrooms 
including a computer lab to the 
ground. While the fire was stopped 
meters from the physics prep room, 
the entire building was deemed 
‘unsafe’ with smoke and dust 
throughout.  

Portables were set up ready for the 
first day back in Term 4. Four 
science labs, a prep room and two 
classrooms with an office. Science 
and Maths staff relocated all their 
offices to other parts of the school. 
We had no water in the portables for 
5 weeks, with gas bottles fitted and 
available for use ready for 
orientation (the last 2 weeks of 
term). When we came into work on 
the first day of Term 4 we found the 
packing company had already 
packed the maths and science 
offices with our boxes ready for 
relocating. The final boxes were 
being packed in the physics prep 
room. This was very helpful, as it 
turned out we had a lot of 
equipment, so I am thankful for their 
efforts. However, if they had written 
the cupboard or drawer number on 
the box, we could have had access 
to this equipment and known where 
to find things. 

The chemistry prep room, which was 
my primary workspace, was left to 
me to pack up. The building was out 
of bounds because of the smoke 
and dust but I was required to 
access the area. The smoke residue 
was so intense I could be in there for 
no more than 10 -15 minutes at a 
time. The room was packed and 
relocated to the new prep room and 
to a prep room in another building.  

Except for the flammable and 
toxic/corrosive cabinets and their 
contents, the chemicals were also 
packed, the storage cabinets were 
relocated and every bottle was taken 
to the prep room and put away. We 
waited for the department to 
approve us making the modifications 
in the portables, necessary for 
installation. This took a while, but in 
the meantime the cabinets had to be 
emptied so they could be moved into 
the prep room. By this stage the old 
prep room was bare so the Assistant 
Principal, who has a science 
background, helped me take the 
chemicals out and store them on the 
benches in the adjoining science 
classroom. We found chemicals that 
were so old their labels were peeling  

off, chemicals whose names we had 
never seen and others that we were 
quite certain we shouldn’t have! So 
after emptying the cabinets I 
contacted Michael Pola (chemical 
consultant) who went through each 
chemical, advising us of which to keep 
and which to dispose of. Once this 
information was known, I put all the 
chemicals for disposal on one bench, 
made a manifest and arranged for the 
waste company to take them away. 
Note to self: be there when they 
come. I was at a PD the morning they 
came. Although I’d given specific 
instruction to take ONLY the 
chemicals on the first bench and leave 
the remainder as is, they took many 
more bottles than they should have. 

 few weeks later the cabinets 
were fitted and the chemicals 
carefully taken to their new 

location. It wasn’t until I began putting 
things back in the cabinets that I 
realised the waste disposal people 
took ALL the chemicals that were to 
be returned to the blue cabinet! I was 
left with a 500ml bottle of 2M Nitric 
acid and 2.5L bottle of sulphuric acid. 
That was all! I called them and after 
apologising they suggested I send 
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schools may have previously been 
looking at selling their excess 
equipment but, after consultation with 
the principal, their lab techs were able 
to donate the equipment. Many, many 
thanks to you all. 

We lost four labs in the fire and DET 
supplied a double science portable as 
a replacement space. The double 
portable is a 5-Mod (2 modular per 
lab with 1 modular making up the 
prep room space in the middle). 
There is not a lot of space - 
anywhere! Not in the classrooms, and 
not in the prep room, but it is a 
science specific space and is better 
than general classrooms. Look to the 
positives in everything (Sigh). 

Storage space for newly purchased 
resources and equipment was a 
whole other issue. As things unfolded 
during 2016, we have moved from 
one storage space to another. An old 
shelter shed; the corner of an old 
portable; even a corner of the staff 
tearoom at the very beginning. Things 
have finally settled and we now use 
every bit of space we can in the 
portable, along with space in the 
science offices dotted around the 
school and even some cupboards in 
the garden shed. As equipment for 
experiments is required, I rotate it 
through. I have eight trolleys in the 
prep room that are continually being 
loaded and unloaded, plus two low 
Gratnell trolleys stocked with general 
lab equipment.  The prep room is 
approximately 8.5m x 3.5m and 
operates with a sink at one end; the 
computer/office at the other; the 
chemistry store and fume hood on 
one side; fridge and general storage 
on the other; the ten trolleys 
freelancing in the middle. Some days 
are very frustrating.  
 

f any school, out there in lab-land, 
finds themselves in an “after fire” 
situation here are some hints - not 

in any particular order of importance: 

This can be done right now; it has 
to because you cannot do it after! 
Think about all your important  

documents and make copies, then 
do it again - even if you have 
backed them up to the school 
server. Purchase an external hard 
drive, and back everything up to 
this and keep this drive off-site. 
Every member of staff should do 
this with their own documents.  
We lost the prep room computer 
and laptop.  Thankfully, I had 
backed up to an external hard 
drive on the last day of term and 
had the drive at home.  

Ask the principal for some 
assistance in the prep area. I 
was lucky enough to have 
casual support for Term 1 (a 
qualified lab tech for 2 or 3 days 
per week). Without that 
assistance, I know I would have 
suffered and ultimately the 
science department would have 
suffered, ergo the students. An 
unqualified person can still 
perform many tasks. Download 
SDSs for the new chemicals; 
update the chemical register; 
collect printing from the now 
“miles away” printers; labelling; 
washing up; collecting 
equipment from that distant 
store. 

Utilize the facilities like Ecolinc 
and Earth Ed. The programs on 
offer will help get you  
through, especially for VCE 
students, and in particular if 
(when) ordered equipment does 
not arrive on time. 

Talk to your regular suppliers and 
explain what has happened. You 
will probably be surprised at how 
they can assist. In Ballarat, 
Westlab had an electronic file as 
a start-up list for new labs.  They 
emailed it to us and we just ticked 
the boxes, sent it back and 
waited for the quote - a lot of time 
saved this way. Wiltronics were 
very flexible and accommodating; 
Doug at Ciderhouse had a record 
of what DSC had previously 
purchased and was ready and 
prepared with that list when I 
called him, a few days after the 
fire. 

Do not delay getting your 
shopping lists in either. Do not 
put it off until you have exhausted 
both yourself and those lists 
(there will be more than one.) For 
government schools, they will 
close the books on you and you 
may not hear about it until too 
late. Whatever extra time you put 
in early in the process, you will 
thank yourself for later! 

At the end of 2015, we had a science 
staff of six teachers. After muddling 
through 2016 in the under sized labs, 
we have had one teacher take early 
retirement; one teacher move to 
another school and one teacher has 
taken LSL for 2017. Keep talking to 
each other and be prepared to 
continually re-adjust, reduce 
expectations, alter experiments and 
vary activities. Go with the flow; direct 
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it where you can; and accept that you 
cannot go back! 

Loukia Andrews 
Science Laboratory Technician 

Montmorency 
Secondary College 
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looked up the inventory book that 
catalogued every item (telling you 
which room, cupboard, shelf you 
would find that item you were looking 
for). Not anymore. The packers put 
everything neatly and securely into 
boxes labelled with the room they 
were in originally and that was all. 
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emptied so they could be moved into 
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background, helped me take the 
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benches in the adjoining science 
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were so old their labels were peeling  
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consultant) who went through each 
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waste company to take them away. 
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equipment but, after consultation with 
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to donate the equipment. Many, many 
thanks to you all. 
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supplied a double science portable as 
a replacement space. The double 
portable is a 5-Mod (2 modular per 
lab with 1 modular making up the 
prep room space in the middle). 
There is not a lot of space - 
anywhere! Not in the classrooms, and 
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science specific space and is better 
than general classrooms. Look to the 
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Gratnell trolleys stocked with general 
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approximately 8.5m x 3.5m and 
operates with a sink at one end; the 
computer/office at the other; the 
chemistry store and fume hood on 
one side; fridge and general storage 
on the other; the ten trolleys 
freelancing in the middle. Some days 
are very frustrating.  
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situation here are some hints - not 

in any particular order of importance: 

This can be done right now; it has 
to because you cannot do it after! 
Think about all your important  

documents and make copies, then 
do it again - even if you have 
backed them up to the school 
server. Purchase an external hard 
drive, and back everything up to 
this and keep this drive off-site. 
Every member of staff should do 
this with their own documents.  
We lost the prep room computer 
and laptop.  Thankfully, I had 
backed up to an external hard 
drive on the last day of term and 
had the drive at home.  

Ask the principal for some 
assistance in the prep area. I 
was lucky enough to have 
casual support for Term 1 (a 
qualified lab tech for 2 or 3 days 
per week). Without that 
assistance, I know I would have 
suffered and ultimately the 
science department would have 
suffered, ergo the students. An 
unqualified person can still 
perform many tasks. Download 
SDSs for the new chemicals; 
update the chemical register; 
collect printing from the now 
“miles away” printers; labelling; 
washing up; collecting 
equipment from that distant 
store. 

Utilize the facilities like Ecolinc 
and Earth Ed. The programs on 
offer will help get you  
through, especially for VCE 
students, and in particular if 
(when) ordered equipment does 
not arrive on time. 

Talk to your regular suppliers and 
explain what has happened. You 
will probably be surprised at how 
they can assist. In Ballarat, 
Westlab had an electronic file as 
a start-up list for new labs.  They 
emailed it to us and we just ticked 
the boxes, sent it back and 
waited for the quote - a lot of time 
saved this way. Wiltronics were 
very flexible and accommodating; 
Doug at Ciderhouse had a record 
of what DSC had previously 
purchased and was ready and 
prepared with that list when I 
called him, a few days after the 
fire. 

Do not delay getting your 
shopping lists in either. Do not 
put it off until you have exhausted 
both yourself and those lists 
(there will be more than one.) For 
government schools, they will 
close the books on you and you 
may not hear about it until too 
late. Whatever extra time you put 
in early in the process, you will 
thank yourself for later! 

At the end of 2015, we had a science 
staff of six teachers. After muddling 
through 2016 in the under sized labs, 
we have had one teacher take early 
retirement; one teacher move to 
another school and one teacher has 
taken LSL for 2017. Keep talking to 
each other and be prepared to 
continually re-adjust, reduce 
expectations, alter experiments and 
vary activities. Go with the flow; direct 
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PHOTO: Boxes in temporary storage room, note lack of labels on the boxes. About 70 boxes emptied into this room. 
Loukia Andrews. 

them a list of the chemicals that were 
accidently taken and they would send 
them from another waste deliver. As a 
result, I ordered chemicals as I 
needed them, the bare essentials are 
there now. 

The portables did not have running 
water for 5 weeks. Any pracs 
requiring water were booked for the 
lab in the other building. LPG gas 
bottles were fitted to each science 
lab, LPG Bunsen burners bought and 
ready for use, waiting for the 
inspector to tick off by week 4. After 
safety and emergency buttons were 
approved, we had gas available in the 
last two weeks of term. The safety 
and emergency stop buttons were 
installed without a safeguard. The 
emergency button stops gas and 
electricity supply to all power points in 
the room. Great idea but annoying 
when they are pressed for fun! 

Apart from the hundred or so boxes of 
equipment taken to the new portables 
there were many more still to be 
returned from the storage facility. I 
spent 2 days of Term 1 holidays 
emptying about 70 boxes of 
equipment and storing them in the 
room allocated as the temporary 
science storage room. The storage 
people were due to return the 
remaining boxes, so I made room in 
there ready for their delivery, knowing 
where they would go. I came back on 
the first day of Term 2 to find they had 
filled every available space in that 
room with trolleys, cabinets and 
furniture.  

The old science rooms had been 
cleared and deemed safe with 
science labs converted to general 
classrooms for the beginning of the 
2016 school year. Maths and science 
staff relocated back to their old office. 
At the start of Term 2 the boxes from 
the Storage Company had been put in 
one of these classrooms and the old 
science office.  

There were over 300 boxes in these 
rooms, no label on them other than 
the room they were originally from 
and some had random labels ‘Lego’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

or ‘Rocks’. The rooms were packed 
floor to ceiling with boxes. 

Science classes continued, pracs 
were booked in, and mostly they 
could be done. I borrowed 
equipment from my local lab techs 
or I ordered new. Teachers and 
students were very understanding 
during this time. Many pracs couldn’t 
be done, especially physics pracs 
because we couldn’t find the 
equipment. I knew we had the stuff, I 
could look up the inventory book and 
could see where they would have 
been, however they could be in any 
one of the 300 boxes.   

Many science meetings were 
devoted to unpacking and sorting 
boxes. In the last term of 2016 the 
school was given approval for the 
rebuild. This meant that the building 
needed to be cleared, maths and 
science staff had to relocate again 
and ALL the boxes cleared out of 
the building. The amazing maths 
and science staff came together 
again in force. Shipping containers 
were brought in for temporary 
storage. We went through every box 
and labelled it either ‘store in 
shipping container’, ‘throw away’ or 
‘store in new portables’. The building 
was cleared. 

The 2017 school year began with the 
demolition of the old science wing. 
The school is in the process of 
rebuilding. Many times while I was 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

unpacking boxes or looking for 
equipment in the mountain of boxes I 
thought about the arsonist. I hoped he 
could be there to see what chaos he 
had created. Every piece of equipment 
had to be washed and cleaned, every 
tub, every bottle. During this whole 
process we have learnt much as a 
school. Our communication has 
improved. Our teamwork has 
improved. We had a forced cull of 
resources that were redundant. There 
are pracs we still can’t do, equipment 
we are not sure where to find, but we 
are grateful and excited for the rebuild 
of the new science building. 
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DOES YOUR CORROSIVES CABINET LOOK LIKE THIS? 

TOO SCARED TO TOUCH ANYTHING INSIDE? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIME TO CALL IN THE CHEMICAL DISPOSAL MAN! 
 

Envirostore Chemical Consulting can help. Owned and operated by Michael 
Pola, Envirostore will provide a professional and economical disposal service: 
 

- We take everything except radio actives (and we are working on these) 
- We do all the packing 
- We supply changeover carboys and will advise you on what you can and can’t put     
into them 
- Happy to have a look at your lab, prep room and store and offer suggestions on 
compliance and good lab practices -free for customers. 
 

Tel: (03) 9308 6636  Mobile: 0419 566 129  Email: sales@envirostore.com.au 
43B Nathan Drive Campbellfield Vic 3061.      www.envirostore.com.au 

 

*Contact us for a quote.      We do collections anywhere in Victoria 
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result, I ordered chemicals as I 
needed them, the bare essentials are 
there now. 

The portables did not have running 
water for 5 weeks. Any pracs 
requiring water were booked for the 
lab in the other building. LPG gas 
bottles were fitted to each science 
lab, LPG Bunsen burners bought and 
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safety and emergency buttons were 
approved, we had gas available in the 
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and emergency stop buttons were 
installed without a safeguard. The 
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electricity supply to all power points in 
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when they are pressed for fun! 

Apart from the hundred or so boxes of 
equipment taken to the new portables 
there were many more still to be 
returned from the storage facility. I 
spent 2 days of Term 1 holidays 
emptying about 70 boxes of 
equipment and storing them in the 
room allocated as the temporary 
science storage room. The storage 
people were due to return the 
remaining boxes, so I made room in 
there ready for their delivery, knowing 
where they would go. I came back on 
the first day of Term 2 to find they had 
filled every available space in that 
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The old science rooms had been 
cleared and deemed safe with 
science labs converted to general 
classrooms for the beginning of the 
2016 school year. Maths and science 
staff relocated back to their old office. 
At the start of Term 2 the boxes from 
the Storage Company had been put in 
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There were over 300 boxes in these 
rooms, no label on them other than 
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A huge Thank You to LTAV for the opportunity given to 
me when I was selected as one of the recipients of the 
Peter Ellis Memorial Scholarship to attend LABCON 2016 
in Melbourne. 

ocation was excellent. The Melbourne Graduate 
School of Education in Queensberry Road was 
ideally situated with an easy 5 minute walk to my 

accommodation at the Ibis Hotel in Therry Street. The way 
the Committee, Organisers, Exhibitors and Catering set 
everything up, allowed easy access for everyone. The 
exhibitors were polite and helpful and I came away with a 
good supply of brochures and business cards. I even set 
up 3-4 quotes for a new corrosives cabinet to be 
purchased in 2017. The catering was exceptional and 
ideally planned out over 2 Floor Levels with all day 
availability of tea, coffee, water and juices. The food can 
be summed up in one word - delicious. 

mazing Keynote speakers on both days. Monday 
we heard from Mr Drew Berry of WEHI Biomedical 
Animations about “Molecular Machines that Create 

Your Flesh and Blood” along with a visual presentation. 
Tuesday we heard from Dr Erich Fitzgerald from Museum 
Victoria. His presentation was on “The Evolutionary 
History of Aquatic Vertebrae”. Both were very thought 
provoking. 

y all accounts, the running of the Workshops was 
like clockwork. I thought the movement of people 
between rooms and floor levels worked very well. 

All 6 of the Workshops that I participated in were well 

presented, with some being very hands on and some 
requiring the use of computers. I learned a lot more about 
Risk Assessments, Chemical Safety, Management, 
Storage, Labelling and Disposal, as well as the GHS and 
the legal responsibilities. There was Rock Identification 
and 3D Geological Visualisation too. 

ommittee members of LTAV were very present 
and available and it was wonderful to put names to 
faces. The Dinner on Monday evening was also a 

great time to relax and even kick up your heels on the 
dance floor with a great Live Band playing. 

verall, my LABCON experience was well worth 
attending and hopefully, I can go to the next one, 
as I have many more Workshops that I would like 

to see. 

etworking with the other Laboratory Technicians is 
another advantage as I met some great people 
and picked up some valuable ideas and tips to 

take back to my School. Well done everyone involved! 
Keep up the great work and thank you again LTAV for the 
Peter Ellis Memorial Scholarship. 

Loved it.  
 

Janet Bray 
Peter Ellis Scholarship Winner 2016 
Laboratory technician 
Wangaratta High School 
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Bringing Excellence to Science Education 
The Conference specifically for Laboratory Technicians 

Venue 
Melbourne Graduate School of Education 

University of Melbourne 
234 Queensberry Street, Parkville 3010 

Dates 
Monday 13 to Wednesday 15 November 2017 

Program Outline 
Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 November 

Keynote Speaker 
Concurrent Workshops 

Exhibition 
Annual General Meeting (Monday) 

Conference Dinner (Monday evening) 
We are now calling for Keynote Speakers to indicate if they are willing to present workshops at 
LABCON 2017. Sponsors and exhibitors are also invited to email their expression of interest. 

Registration Fees for LABCON 2017 
LTAV Members attending at least one day of the conference can attend one post conference tour 

at no charge. 

LTAV Member Non Member 
Full Registration – Monday and Tuesday includes dinner $365.00 $435.00 
Full Registration – Monday and Tuesday excludes dinner $315.00 $385.00 

One day Registration includes dinner $305.00 $375.00 
One day Registration excludes dinner $255.00 $325.00 

Wednesday Tour or Wednesday Workshop $66.00 $97.00 
Conference Dinner (extra tickets) $85.00 $105.00 

ALL ENQUIRIES 
Marg Scarlett 

LABCON CONFERENCE MANAGER 
pcs@cogroup.com.au 
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A huge Thank You to LTAV for the opportunity given to 
me when I was selected as one of the recipients of the 
Peter Ellis Memorial Scholarship to attend LABCON 2016 
in Melbourne. 

ocation was excellent. The Melbourne Graduate 
School of Education in Queensberry Road was 
ideally situated with an easy 5 minute walk to my 

accommodation at the Ibis Hotel in Therry Street. The way 
the Committee, Organisers, Exhibitors and Catering set 
everything up, allowed easy access for everyone. The 
exhibitors were polite and helpful and I came away with a 
good supply of brochures and business cards. I even set 
up 3-4 quotes for a new corrosives cabinet to be 
purchased in 2017. The catering was exceptional and 
ideally planned out over 2 Floor Levels with all day 
availability of tea, coffee, water and juices. The food can 
be summed up in one word - delicious. 

mazing Keynote speakers on both days. Monday 
we heard from Mr Drew Berry of WEHI Biomedical 
Animations about “Molecular Machines that Create 

Your Flesh and Blood” along with a visual presentation. 
Tuesday we heard from Dr Erich Fitzgerald from Museum 
Victoria. His presentation was on “The Evolutionary 
History of Aquatic Vertebrae”. Both were very thought 
provoking. 

y all accounts, the running of the Workshops was 
like clockwork. I thought the movement of people 
between rooms and floor levels worked very well. 

All 6 of the Workshops that I participated in were well 

presented, with some being very hands on and some 
requiring the use of computers. I learned a lot more about 
Risk Assessments, Chemical Safety, Management, 
Storage, Labelling and Disposal, as well as the GHS and 
the legal responsibilities. There was Rock Identification 
and 3D Geological Visualisation too. 

ommittee members of LTAV were very present 
and available and it was wonderful to put names to 
faces. The Dinner on Monday evening was also a 

great time to relax and even kick up your heels on the 
dance floor with a great Live Band playing. 

verall, my LABCON experience was well worth 
attending and hopefully, I can go to the next one, 
as I have many more Workshops that I would like 

to see. 

etworking with the other Laboratory Technicians is 
another advantage as I met some great people 
and picked up some valuable ideas and tips to 

take back to my School. Well done everyone involved! 
Keep up the great work and thank you again LTAV for the 
Peter Ellis Memorial Scholarship. 

Loved it.  
 

Janet Bray 
Peter Ellis Scholarship Winner 2016 
Laboratory technician 
Wangaratta High School 
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Bringing Excellence to Science Education 
The Conference specifically for Laboratory Technicians 

Venue 
Melbourne Graduate School of Education 

University of Melbourne 
234 Queensberry Street, Parkville 3010 

Dates 
Monday 13 to Wednesday 15 November 2017 

Program Outline 
Monday 13 and Tuesday 14 November 

Keynote Speaker 
Concurrent Workshops 

Exhibition 
Annual General Meeting (Monday) 

Conference Dinner (Monday evening) 
We are now calling for Keynote Speakers to indicate if they are willing to present workshops at 
LABCON 2017. Sponsors and exhibitors are also invited to email their expression of interest. 

Registration Fees for LABCON 2017 
LTAV Members attending at least one day of the conference can attend one post conference tour 

at no charge. 

LTAV Member Non Member 
Full Registration – Monday and Tuesday includes dinner $365.00 $435.00 
Full Registration – Monday and Tuesday excludes dinner $315.00 $385.00 

One day Registration includes dinner $305.00 $375.00 
One day Registration excludes dinner $255.00 $325.00 

Wednesday Tour or Wednesday Workshop $66.00 $97.00 
Conference Dinner (extra tickets) $85.00 $105.00 

ALL ENQUIRIES 
Marg Scarlett 

LABCON CONFERENCE MANAGER 
pcs@cogroup.com.au 
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 PHOTO: Sonia Holland 
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Sonia Holland 
and Margaret 
Wood 
Laboratory Technicians 
Sacré Coeur  
 
What my week looks like – a lab 
technician’s perspective. 

y week starts with 
examining what has been 
ordered, prac-wise by 

teachers.  A quick scan leads me to 
plan what I prepare first and what 
gets set up later in the week.  I job-
share this role with Margaret Wood 
– we both work 3 days, Margaret is 
a great asset to the school with 
plenty of experience and a wealth 
of knowledge, not to mention a 
beaming and funny personality,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

which is why I look forward to the 
one day when we work 
together. This is time that we use to 
get on top of our busy workload and 
we both enjoy the company as it 
can be a lonely job most of the 
time. 

Fun parts of the job include looking 
after some cute animal creatures 
including some lovely tropical and 
friendly goldfish and stick insects. 
We recently have hatched some 
very cute insect babies so I guess 
we can add ‘breeder' to my CV, 
along with handywoman, botanist, 
personal shopper, staff therapist, 
psychic and multitasker along with 
the myriad of other duties we 
perform above and beyond our 
formal training every week!  

The fact that we are able to be 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

involved in all the scientific 
disciplines over all year levels 
makes for a more interesting week. 
Trialling new experiments and 
seeing or getting feedback from 
teachers and students when they 
have enjoyed an experiment are 
always a highlight of the week, and 
sometimes we can actually gauge 
their excitement from the noise 
levels next door!! Frequent trips to 
the supermarket and Bunnings out 
of work time are definitely one of 
the lows of the role, as is cleaning 
up a chemistry prac with lots of 
washing up to do on the last lesson 
of the day! 

Overall though it’s a challenging but 
rewarding job with a lovely school 
staff and work environment.  And of 
course there are always the school 
holidays to look forward to too.

M

Lablines Vol 36 No.1 March 

- 12 - 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 LTAV 
Conference 

Scholarships 
CONASTA 66 

 

 
This year the Laboratory Technician's Association of Victoria will again support 
two members in furthering their knowledge and expertise in science education by 
offering scholarships to attend CONASTA 66, the science teachers' conference 
hosted by ASTA. CONASTA always has a number of workshops and forums 
relevant to lab technicians and is a valuable way to learn more of what is 
happening in today's science world.  
 
CONASTA 66 will be held in Hobart between 9th - 12th July 2017. For an 
overview of the conference, go to http://asta.edu.au/conasta  
 
All school-based Victorian science laboratory staff are invited to apply for the 
scholarship, which will cover travel, registration and accommodation costs. 
  
Any other costs and charges associated with acceptance of this scholarship must 
be met by the winner(s). Two scholarships only will be offered. Awards are not 
transferable.  
 
Applicants should provide a brief CV and details of the anticipated benefits for both 
the applicant and the Association. The successful applicants will be expected to 
write a small article for Lablines outlining their experiences at the conference.  
 

Written applications addressed to the LTAV Secretary can be posted to: 
 

PO Box 6101, CROMER VIC 3193 
or emailed to: admin@ltav.org.au 

 

and must be received no later than Friday 21st April 2017 
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Brain Break 
 

How do Astronomers Organise a Party? 
 

Unscramble the words below, then unscramble the shaded letters to discover the answer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER: 

10 of the Best 
 

1. What is the hardest substance in the human body? 
2. What does a potometer measure? 
3. What kind of tide occurs at full Moon? 
4. Who first claimed that the world was not flat but a sphere? 
5. A Jenny is a female what? 
6. What is the name given to the study of earthquakes? 
7. Nylon took its name from which two cities? 
8. What is the name given to the female reproductive organ of a flower? 
9. True or False? Of the metals, copper is the best conductor of 

electricity? 
10. In which continent do Jaguars live? 

(Answers on page 17) 
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Sender: Cox, Karen 1 
Subject: [LTAVlist] How I unglued my fingers 
 

Just in case anyone else does this  :) 
 

I used nail polish remover, and gently applied a little 
pressure to separate the joined fingers just a little, 
and then another person used a long sewing needle, blunt 
end, to scrape and break the glue bond.  Soaking and 
scraping, about 45 minutes for a 6cm glued area. No skin 
lost doing it this way. 

WANTED URGENTLY
RELIEF LABORATORY TECHNICANS 

 

If you work part time or you know someone who has school laboratory experience 
and would like to earn some extra money. 
 

Please contact Marcia Rogerson 
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

 
Your name will be added to the Laboratory Technician Relief list for the Melbourne Region. 
 

List Laughs and Life Hacks 
 

The LTAV list-serv is provided to all LTAV members and is an amazing resource for laboratory technicians working in 
educational institutions. Whether you have a question that needs to be answered, or just need a laugh every now and 
then, sign up to the list-serv forum and meet a bunch of fun, friendly and helpful lab techs, just like yourself! Go to 
www.ltav.org.au and click ‘Join the LTAV List’.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sender: Leishmann, Leonie L 
Subject: RE: [LTAVlist] How I unglued my fingers 
 

Super glue doesn't like hot water. 
If you have glued 'things' (not fingers) just pour on 
boiling water, if it can take it the glue will release. 
If you have glued your fingers try the boiling frog - put 
your hands in warm water then add hot water gradually so 
you adapt, the glue will let got when the temp is hot 
enough. 

Sender: Mark Bachelor 
Subject: RE: [LTAVlist] How I unglued my fingers 
 

We have super glue remover on hand for dealing with this 
issue, if it occurs. It is good for cleaning up over use 
of super glue too. 

Sender: Miranda Ford 
Subject: RE: [LTAVlist] How I unglued my fingers 
 

On hand. LOL nice pun ;) 
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Humans 
have the 

same 
number of 

neck 
vertebrae 

as a giraffe

10 of the Best Answers 1 Tooth Enamel  2 Transpiration rate in plants  3 Spring Tide  4 Pythagoras  5 Donkey  6 Seismology   
7 New York and London  8 Pistil  9 False, silver is the best  10 South America 
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LTAV PUBLICATIONS 2017
The following laboratory reference manuals and/or CD are available from LTAV:

 
•   BIOLOGY REFERENCE MANUAL, 2013: $25.00 for CD and black and white hard copy combination. 

This REVISED handbook contains information on biological techniques, reagents, stains and culture media commonly used in 
secondary schools. Dale Carroll, Ritva Fazio, Sarah Daniele and Wendy Hurle have updated the earlier version by Dale Carroll, 
Ritva Fazio, Jeannene Bradbury and Marg Rubans of the original authors of: Jenny Kopsidas, Rita Poole, Jean Stokes and Maya 
Wagner.

•   PHYSICS REFERENCE MANUAL, 2013: $25 for CD and black and white hard copy combination. 
Svetlana Machouba has made many updates to the earlier version by Sabino Del Balso and Valerie Clements.

•   CHEMISTRY: A REFERENCE MANUAL FOR LABORATORY TECHNICIANS, 2008: $27.50 by Geoff Gleadall, Dip.App.Sci. A 
comprehensive guide for the beginning and experienced Laboratory Technician in all aspects of the chemistry laboratory.

•  LABORATORY MANAGEMENT DATABASES CD, Version 2, 2009 $33 by Geoff Gleadall, Dip.App.Sci.

LTAV PUBLICATIONS TAX INVOICE & ORDER FORM
ABN 96 439 156 002

Name:        

School:       

Address:         Postcode:

Phone / Fax:      Email:     

Publication Price (each) Quantity Sub total

Biology Ref Manual 2013 CD + Hard copy $25

Physics Ref Manual 2013 CD + Hard copy $25

Laboratory Management Databases 2009 CD v2 $33

Chemistry a Ref Manual for Lab Technicians 2008 $27.50

Postage ($4 per for each copy) Number of units x$4

Goods will not be posted until payment has been processed.

Prices are inclusive of GST TOTAL

Payment Method

Payment By Direct Deposit Payment By Cheque

Account name:
Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria
BSB: 063 532
Account No: 1040 1068
Bank: Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Reference payment with Surname or School Name
REF: 
Email remittance to Andy Baful or post with this form.
publications@ltav.org.au

Payable to:
Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria

Post with order form to:
LTAV Inc
PO Box 6101
Cromer 3193

- 18 -

By Lab Technicians for Lab Technicians

PO Box 6101
Cromer VIC 3193
www.ltav.org.au

LTAV
Laboratory Technicians’ Association  
of Victoria
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2017 LTAV MEMBERSHIP TAX INVOICE
ABN: 96 439 156 002

REGISTRATION (first time members) / DETAILS (continuing members) 
(please circle one)

New members to LTAV must complete an APPLICATION FORM as well (refer to website above)

Technicians employed or formerly employed in educational institutions are eligible for membership of LTAV. Financial members receive 

Lablines, LABCON 2017 Registration Booklet plus discount and voting rights at the Annual General Meeting at LABCON.

Member name:        

Name of School / Institution:       

Postal address of School / Institution:         

Suburb:      State:   Postcode:  

Email address:           

Phone number:   

Position in organisation:         Temporary or permanent?  (circle one)

If temporary please give details of term of employment:    

Have you registered at more than one school / Organisation?  Yes / No

If yes, please indicate where you would like your Lablines sent:     

Region:       

Signed:       Date:

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE – FULL YEAR (1st Jan 2017 to 31st Dec 2017) $44.00 ( includes GST ).

Payment due by 30th April 2017

Send payment to:  Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria Inc 
PO Box 6101, CROMER  VIC 3193

Please make Cheque or Money Order payable to: Laboratory Technicians
Association of Victoria.
This Membership Tax Invoice must be sent with payment.

 Direct Banking details: Commonwealth Bank of Australia
 BSB: 063 532       Account Number: 1040 1068
 Reference payment with SURNAME AND SCHOOL NAME

If paying by Direct Credit the Remittance Advice must be posted or can be emailed to: membership@ltav.org.au Please  ensure this Membership Form is 
posted or emailed at the same time. Please note that Memberships cannot be processed if paperwork is incomplete. Tax Receipts will be issued to confirm 
LTAV Membership.

OFFICE USE ONLY

Tax Receipt No: 

Payment date: 

Method:

By Lab Technicians for Lab Technicians

PO Box 6101
Cromer VIC 3193
www.ltav.org.au

LTAV
Laboratory Technicians’ Association  
of Victoria

- 21 -
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LTAV Regional Representatives 2017

Ballarat Region
Carol Horsman
Saint Patrick’s College, Ballarat 
Tel: 5322 4440
chorsman@stpats.vic.edu.au 

Dandenong Region
Wendy Hurle
Narre Warren South P-12 College
Tel:  9704 3374
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

Eastern/Maroondah Region
Simone Martyn
Melba College, Croydon 
Tel: 9870 4551 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au

Geelong Region
Sarah Daniele
Kardinia International College, Geelong
Tel: 5278 9999
s.daniele@kardinia.vic.edu.au 

Gippsland Region
Debby Butler 
Catholic College, Sale
Tel: 5143 9731
dbutler@ccsale.catholic.edu.au 

Hume Region
Therese Graham
Cathedral College, Wangaratta
Tel: 03 5722 2144
tgraham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 

Kew Region
Karen McCoy  
Genazzano FJC, Kew
Tel: 8862 1000
karen.mccoy@genazzano.vic.edu.au 

Loddon/Campaspe/Mallee Region
Karen Egan
East Loddon P-12 College 
Tel: 5436 8300
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Nillumbik/Banyule Region
Jackie Hamlet
Diamond Valley College, Diamond Creek 
Tel: 9438 1411
hamlet.jackie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

North and North/West Metro Region
Mary L Jones
Keilor Downs College 
Tel: 9365 8000
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

Andy Baful
Copperfield College, Delahey  
Tel: 9307 5558
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

South Yarra/Moorabbin Region
Margaret Wood
Sacre Coeur, Glen Iris
Tel: 9835 2700
margaret.wood@sac.vic.edu.au

Sunraysia Region
Narelle Divola
Irymple Secondary College, Irymple  
Tel: 5024 5407
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au

Warrnambool Region
Leanne Baxter
Hamilton and Alexandra College, Hamilton 
Tel: 5572 1355
lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au

Wimmera/Horsham
Susan Bell
Dimboola Memorial Secondary College 
bell.susan.joy@edumail.vic.gov.au

Otway Region
Janette Horvath
Lorne-Aireys Inlet P-12 College, Lorne 
Tel: 5289 1585
horvath.janette.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

Mornington Region
Hamida Lufti
McClelland College, Frankston 
Tel: 9789 4544
lufti.hamida.h@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria
2017 Committee

PRESIDENT
MARCIA ROGERSON  
CBC St.Kilda
Tel: 9529 6611  
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com

VICE PRESIDENT
SUZANNE THORNLEY
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College
Tel: 9581 5246
thornley.suzanne.v@edumail.vic.gov.au

SECRETARY
CHRISTINE NOLAN
St Michaels Grammar, St Kilda  
Tel: 0412 163 177  
cnolan@stmichaels.vic.edu.au  
info@ltav.org.au

TREASURER
LYNETTE BAKER
Assumption College Kilmore
Tel: 5782 1422
lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au

POLICY OFFICER
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College 
Tel: 0438 638 859
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au

NATIONAL NETWORK
COORDINATOR
DALE CARROLL
Geelong College
Tel: 5226 3136  
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au

SETA REPRESENTATIVE
STACEY OLDMAN  
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
SIMONE MARTYN
Melba College, Croydon
Tel: 9870 4551  
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER
THERESE GRAHAM
Cathedral College, Wangaratta
Tel: 5722 2144
tgraham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au

LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER
ANDY BAFUL
Copperfield College, Delahey 
Tel: 9307 5558  
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

SAFETY INFORMATION OFFICER
KELLEE BALLARD
Emerald Secondary College
Tel: 9804 6333
ballard.kellee.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

ANIMAL ETHICS LIAISON OFFICER
GLENN CONDON
Westbourne Grammar School,  
Truganina
Tel: 9731 9444  
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au

WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV 
ADMINISTRATION 
KELLEE BALLARD 
Emerald Secondary College 
Tel: 9804 6333 
ballard.kellee.k@edumail.vic.gov.au

LAB LINES EDITOR
JESSICA BOYS
Officer Secondary College
Tel: 5942 4000
boys.jessica.j@edumail.vic.gov.au

LAB LINES DISTRIBUTION
BARBARA BLAKE 
Elwood College 
Tel: 9531 9566
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

GENERAL COMMITTEE
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS  
Monash University  
Tel: 0411 982 305 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com 

ANNE EDWARDS  
Tel: 0409 192 700 
anne@edwards.net

WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12  
Tel: 9704 3333 
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au

MARY L JONES  
Keilor Downs College  
Tel: 9365 8000 
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au

CATHERINE WHELAN 
St Aloysius College 
Tel: 9329 0411 
whelanc@aloysius.vic.edu.au

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns.  
Members are always welcome at committee meetings. Contact any committee member for more information.

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2017.
The committee will meet at CBC St Kilda, 11 Westbury Street, St Kilda East  

The meetings usually go from 6:30– 9:30 p.m.
All members of LTAV are most welcome to attend.

2 May, 27 June, 12 Sept, 24 October and 28 November


