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Join the 2016 LTAV Committee 

 You never know where it will lead you!  

 
Your LTAV Committee needs YOU! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
If you answered YES to any of these questions, then please consider nominating 

for the 2016 LTAV Committee. Please see page 8 for details 
 

 

Do you want to contribute to your Professional Association?  

Can you volunteer some time/expertise to assist your colleagues? 

Would you like to directly influence the future direction of  LTAV? 

Would you like to share your knowledge and experience with colleagues? 

Are you a committed ‘Partner in Science Education’? 
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Editorial 
 
I have recently taken over the whole editorship of Lablines, thank you to Leonie for her contributions 
this year. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the LTAV committee then this issue is for you! Inside 
you will find position descriptions and a nomination form, please do have a read and consider 
nominating for a position. 
 
I am always on the lookout for fun and interesting tips, pictures, articles and experiments for future 
issues of Lablines. If you have any that you would like to submit please send them through to me at any 
time to taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au.  
 
Keep an eye out in the next issue, there will be a quick survey on how we can improve Lablines to 
ensure it is an enjoyable and valuable publication for our members. 
 
Penny Tayler 

Deadline for next Lablines for 2015 
20th November 2015 

COPYRIGHT REMINDER 
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted 
for republication, and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the 
COPYRIGHT holder. LTAV retains COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications 
for noncommercial release should be  
addressed to editor: taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au    
 
DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed are  in “Lablines”  are not necessarily the opinions of the committee. 
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. 
Risk assessments should be carried out before attempting same. 
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President’s Report 

 
There have been a lot of things that have happened since I last put fingers to keyboard. 
 CONASTA, 
 Victorians that gave sessions at CONASTA, 
 Financial dealings with those that won scholarship to CONASTA, 
 Luncheon for a retiring Lab Tech and general fun get together for all those able to 

attend, 
 Sending out of this and the previous Lablines, 
 Mailing to all schools in the state informing them of LTAV; who we are, what we do 

etc., 
 Organising all of our new members into the appropriate Regions and forwarding 

that information to Regional Representatives, 
 2 Regional PD days, 
 Planning for LABCON2015, 
 Attendance at Committee meetings, 
 And much, much more. 
 
All the tasks above take individual effort put in and I thank all the behind the scenes 
people involved. It is all the small segments that make up the whole so we are all 
important in our roles 
We only have a few weeks to get to the end of term, then a short period of time until 
LABCON2015. Get your registrations in early to successfully gain a place in the 
workshops of your choice. 
 
Things have changed in every way you can think of, so please read very carefully all the 
documentation that you receive for; 
 Your registration,  
 Accommodation,  
 Location, 
 Parking,  
 Access to our new venue, 
 Conference Dinner venue,  
 Payment – keep your payments as LABCON payments alone – please do not 

include membership fees as well 
 Times 
 
This is my last year as President of LTAV for now – I may return at a later date – who is 
to know. I have had a busy, but very pleasing time with what I have been able to do with 
the assistance of your Committee. 
But we have not finished yet. There are a few things currently under discussion – so 
watch this space and be at LABCON to hear more. 
I hope to see you in December at our huge PD event – LABCON2015. 
 
Wendy Hurle 
President LTAV 
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CONASTA 64 reflections 

“Science: a kaleidoscope of wonder and opportunity” was the theme for this year’s Science Teacher 
Conference, held in Perth WA. The conference venues and facilities were excellent, and the program 
was jam packed full of interesting talks and workshops. 
 
We were treated to a number of outstanding keynote speakers, including; Professor Fiona Wood who 
told us about some of her work in burn care, trauma and scar reconstruction and Professor Steven 
Tingay who enlightened us with a tour through the Square Kilometre Array. We lab techs were also 
lucky to have our own keynote presentation from Dr Virginia Ward about the GHS system soon to be 
implemented in Australia. 
 
There was a great selection of workshops throughout the conference, many of which were relevant to 
lab techs, and I know I certainly came away with some new ideas and knowledge.  
 
As seen in the photos below there were plenty of “hands-on” opportunities for us to try new 
experiments and equipment! 

Of course what would a conference be without a robust social program? There was ample opportunity 
to mix and mingle each day, a wonderful conference dinner at the Government House Ballroom, and 
some lovely local produce (ahem, wine) for us to sample. 
 
From another attendee, Stacey Oldman: “I would add: A great experience, my brain hurt with 
information overload and I am having fun sharing the information and ideas with the staff and 
students.  I would definitely recommend attending CONASTA in 2016. See you there.” 
 
CONASTA 65 will be held in Brisbane during July 2016, mark it in your diary! 
 
Penny Tayler 

   One of many workshops!        Penny Tayler and Wendy Hurle Dale Carroll 
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SUSANNAH  LARRATT  AWARD 
  

In 2006 the committee approved the introduction of a new award to be presented to a laboratory technician 
who is, or has been, employed in a Victorian educational institution and who has made a significant 

contribution to the role of Victorian educational laboratory technicians. 
 

Unlike the Distinguished Service Awards (DSAs) which have strict eligibility criteria of outstanding service 
by someone who has served in an official capacity for a minimum of 7 years and who is no longer serving in 

an official capacity, the new award is open to all present and past Victorian educational laboratory 
technicians. 

  
The award is named in honor of Susannah Larratt who was the Kew Regional Representative for a 
considerable number of years and who passed away in 2006 while still serving in this capacity. She was 
posthumously awarded a DSA at the end of 2006. 
 
The award is available for presentation on an annual basis to persons nominated as being eligible, but will not 
necessarily be awarded every year. It is hoped that this award will serve to recognise those who act behind 
the scenes to further the cause of educational laboratory technicians but who are not necessarily in the 
limelight. 
 
If you know a lab technician who you consider to be a candidate for this award please send a 

message detailing the reasons for the nomination to: admin@ltav.org.au 

LTAV LABCON 2015 SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

The of Victoria 
two in furthering knowledge and expertise in science education by offering 

two scholarships to attend LABCON (2-4 December  
 

The scholarships are offered to school-based Victorian science laboratory technicians who 
have been in the industry less than five years. 

 
LABCON is the premier conference for science laboratory staff in Victoria, providing hands-on, job 
specific professional development and will be held this year on Wednesday and Thursday, 2 and 3 
December, with tours on Friday 4th December. 
 
Each scholarship will cover the full cost of LABCON registration including one tour, a 2-night 
accommodation package and entry to the conference dinner. Any other costs and charges 
associated with acceptance of this scholarship must be met by the winner(s).  Two scholarships 
only will be offered. Awards are not transferable. 
 
Applicants should provide a brief CV and details of the anticipated benefits for both the applicant 
and the Association. The successful applicants will be expected to write a small article for Lablines 
outlining their experiences at the conference. 
 

Written applications addressed to the LTAV Secretary can be posted 
PO Box 6101, CROMER VIC  

 
or emailed to:  

 
and must be received no later than Friday 9 October 2015 
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Making a Planarian trap from recycled items 
 
 Items required 

 1 x Specimen vial or  jar  
 1 x single or double hole rubber stopper to fit into specimen jar 
 1 or 2 disposable plastic dropping pipettes depending on number of holes in stopper 
 1 x pair of scissors 

 

 
 
 Assembly  
 

 Cut larger bulb end of pipette off using the scissors 
 Push narrow end of the pipette tip into the top of the hole of the rubber stopper as far as 

possible 
 Gently pull the pipette down into the hole of the stopper to firmly to secure in place 
 Push the stopper into your jar with the pipette inside 
 Place liver or similar bait into the jar 
 Submerge into the bottom of a pond or fish tank allowing air to escape 

 
Your Planaria trap is now ready to use. 

 

 
 
 

Sue Treloar 
Bendigo Senior Secondary College 
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Dishwasher friendly microscope slide  holder 
Ever wanted to clean microscope slides so they are re-usable?  I mean really clean and polished like new? 
Never fear, help is at hand with the dishwasher side holder .  This is made by cutting out the base of a plastic 
slide box. 
 
Make sure the box is made of a good solid type of plastic (e.g. not polystyrene) that will be more dishwasher  
safe.  
The holder below was made by first drilling holes at the four corners of the cut out, then cutting the sides with 
a fret saw. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So far the plastic in this holder has survived 12 washes, with many more hoped for. To prolong the life of the 
plastic, it is best to place it on the top shelf of the dishwasher, where the water is not as hot as the lower shelf. 
Rinse aid in the machine helps make a good finish.   
 
When loading the slides, make sure all samples and coverslips are taken off the slides. The dishwasher 
manages to wash off some stains as well, for example methylene blue from student made onion root-tip slides.   
 
Geoff Waters 
Whittlesea Secondary College 
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Nominations for the 2016 LTAV committee are being called for now. 
 All committee positions will fall vacant at the AGM at LABCON -any 
financial member of LTAV can nominate for any committee position. 

The LTAV Committee: 
 

· oversees the ‘day-to-day’ running of the Association, 
 

· publishes Lablines and sells our handbooks, 
 

· maintains the registration database, 
 

· manages the web-page and list-serve, 
 

· gives safety information to members and administers LABCON. 
 

Committee meetings are usually held 6 times per year (6pm – 10pm), dinner and drinks supplied. 

 
LTAV - Roles of Committee Members 

The LTAV committee is seeking new members - here is a summary of the positions.  
All committee positions will be declared vacant at the AGM - now is the time to nominate and 
have YOUR say in this great association. 
 
President  
The President is the "face" of LTAV. It is a role of liaison - with other committee members and 
with people such as conference organisers and the public.  
Duties include chairing committee meetings, preparing a written report for each meeting, 
introducing guests and speakers, speaking publicly on behalf of LTAV. The President writes a 
report for each committee meeting and for each issue of Lablines.  
 
Vice President  
The Vice President simply does the president stuff if the President can't. Sometimes (but not 
always) this position is held by the person expected to nominate for the role of President in the 
future.  
 
Secretary  
The Secretary is responsible for keeping and distributing records (reports, minutes, agendas 
etc) for all committee meetings.  
Duties include: collecting the mail and maintaining a correspondence record. Receive all 
written reports for meetings. Take minutes at committee meetings.  
 
Treasurer  
The Treasurer is responsible for the financial management of LTAV. The Treasurer keeps 
records of all financial transactions of the Association and presents on-going reports for each 
committee meeting and an annual report at the end of each financial year.  
 
Animal Welfare Officer 
The LTAV Animal Welfare Officer has the dedicated office of responding to animal welfare 
queries directed to the Association (mostly through the LTAV list-serve). The Animal Welfare 
Officer must possess the expertise to provide accurate animal welfare information. This 
expertise may have been gained through experience, formal qualifications and/or attendance 
at relevant seminars/short courses etc. The Animal Welfare Officer is the LTAV's 
representative on the Victorian Schools Animal Ethics Committee. Training, support and 
reference resources are provided for this position. 
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Lablines Editor  
The Lablines Editor is responsible for producing the quarterly LTAV newsletter “Lablines’. 
Usually the Lablines editor works with an editorial team to prepare and publish four editions of 
Lablines each year, using articles and news received from members, advertisements from 
suppliers and others and information from the committee.  
 
Membership Officer  
The LTAV Membership Officer is responsible for receiving and processing payments and 
registration details from members, and maintaining the membership database. 
Training is also provided for this position.  
 
Publications Officer  
The Publications Officer is responsible for receiving and distriuting orders for LTAV publications. 
The Publications Officer needs to provide secure storage for Branch publications.  
 
Regions Liaison Officer  
The LTAV Regions Liaison Officer is the first point of contact between Regional Representatives 
and the Committee. The RLO responds to queries from Regional Representatives and receives 
notification of Regional meetings/activities and reports of outcomes of meetings.  
The RLO maintains a central listing of ‘emergency’ relieving lab techs. Another member of the 
committee may perform this task overseen by the RLO. 
 
Safety Information Officer/s  
Safety Information Officers must possess the expertise to provide accurate Occupational Health 
and Safety information. This expertise may have been gained through extensive experience, 
formal qualifications and/or attendance at OH&S seminars/short courses etc. The Safety 
Information Officers must provide secure storage for all safety manuals, Australian Standards etc. 
purchased by the Association. LTAV is responsible for funding any course required to maintain the 
Safety Information Officer. In the past this position has been shared by two people. Training is also 
provided for this position. 
 
SETA Delegate  
The LTAV SETA (Science Education Technicians Australia) delegate coordinator communicates 
with representatives from similar networks in other states, and takes one of two positions on the 
National Body, Science Educator Technicians Australia. Duties include: Provision of information 
and support to similar networks around the country. 
 
Website and LISTSERV administrator  
The website administrator is responsible for maintaining and updating the LTAV website, and 
handling administration enquiries for the LTAVlist. The website is administered by an outside 
company so no website building expertise is needed  
Duties include: Day-to-day moderation required by the LTAVlist. Answer queries and problems 
within a reasonable time frame. This can be delegated to another member.  
 

Please consider nominating for a position on the committee - 
LTAV will evolve best by continuing new input. 

 
Talk to a committee member today 

 (details of committee members on the back page). 
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Ten of the best! 
 

1. In prehistoric times, how did pterosaurs get around? 
2. Which has a higher melting point, copper or platinum? 
3. How is Hansen’s disease more commonly known? 
4. Mycology is the study of what? 
5. What is the most common element in the Earth’s crust? 
6. What is the common name of convolvulus? 
7. True or False? The mitral valve is found on the left side of the heart. 
8. Which rodents live in a drey? 
9. Where are phalanges normally found? 
10. In the brain, which is larger - the cerebrum or the cerebellum? 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
The "One Million Dollar Paranormal Challenge" is offered by 
the James Randi Educational Foundation to anyone who can 
demonstrate a supernatural ability under agreed-upon scientific 
testing criteria. So far, no one has won.  
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Ten of the best - Answers! 
 

1. Flying 
2. Platinum 
3. Leprosy 
4. Fungi 
5. Oxygen 
6. Morning Glory 
7. True 
8. Squirrels 
9. Fingers and toes 
10. Cerebrum 

 
Lab tech reunion (and surprise farewell for Margot Clark!) 
 
 
We had a great lunch at Clifton Hill Brew Pub and Margot was 
presented with a book voucher by Glenys Berry. I think we 
pulled the surprise off, so many thanks to my co-conspirators. 
Margot has been a great contributor to the world of Laboratory 
technicians. She has spent the last 19 years at Overnewton 
College and was at Sunbury College for about 5 years before 
that. She served on the LTAV (then LTB STAV) for 5(?) years 
and was the Health and Safety Advisor for several years. I was 
one of the fortunate recipients of her knowledge as she advised 
me through the renovation process of our labs in Sunbury. 
  
        Margot, Julie Stallwood, Judy Hasse,  Doug Whittacker 
 
Margot's comments 
"Our get together for lunch on Saturday was a special event. What a terrific group of people to share 
anecdotes and lab horror stories. 
Thank you for the good wishes on my recent unemployment-by-choice. I'm lucky to have worked with a group 
of colleagues who so generously share their knowledge and experience. 
I think we should invent a collective noun for school lab technicians that reflects our many qualities . . what 
about a Fortitude of Lab Techs?" 
  
So there is a challenge - a word that sums us up. 
All suggestions to hasse.judith.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judy Hasse 
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Expressions of interest are called for  
Regional Representative for the Gippsland Region.   
Please contact Wendy Hurle on 9704 3374 if you 

are interested. 

LTAV Regional Representatives 2015 

Ballarat Region 
Carol Horsman 
Saint Patrick's College 
1431 Sturt Street 
Ballarat VIC 3350 
chorsman@stpats.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5322 4440 
Dandenong Region 
Wendy Hurle 
Narre Warren South P-12 College 
Amberly Park Drive Narre Warren South, 3805 
Tel:  9704 3374  
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  
Eastern/Maroondah Region 
Simone Martyn 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Geelong Region 
Sarah Daniele 
Kardinia International College 
s.daniele@kardinia.vic.edu.au  
Tel: 03 5278 9999 
 
Gippsland Region 
Currently vacant 
 
Hume Region 
Therese Graham 
Cathedral college 
Wangaratta 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 04 07563614 
 
Kew Region 
Karen McCoy 
Genazzano FJC  
karen.mccoy@genazzano.vic.edu.au  
 
Loddon/Campaspe/ 
Mallee Region 
Karen Egan 
East Loddon P-12 College 
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 03 54368300 
 
Mornington Region 
Val Bookless 
Woodleigh School, Baxter 3911 
Tel: 5971 1108  Fax: 5971 1010 
vbookless@woodleigh.vic.edu.au 

Nillumbik/Banyule Region 
Lisa Hazelwood 
Viewbank College 
View Bank 
Tel: 94582811 Fax:9459 0512 
 lhazelwood@viewbank.vic.edu.au  
North Metro Region 
Robyn Lyons 
Copperfield College, Kings Park Junior Cam-
pus 
Kambalda Circuit , Kings Park 3021 
Tel: (03) 9365 4113  
lyons.robyn.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
North/West Metro Region 
Glenn Condon 
Westbourne Grammar School 
300 Sayers Road, Truganina 3029 
Tel: 9731 9444 Fax: 9360 9102  
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 
 
South Yarra/Moorabbin Region 
Margaret Wood 
Sacre Coeur 
172 Burke Road, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146  
Tel:  9835 2700  
MWood@sac.vic.edu.au  
 
Sunraysia Region 
Narelle Divola 
Irymple Secondary College 
975 Karadoc Ave, Irymple 3498 
Tel: 5024 5407   
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Warrnambool Region 
Leanne Baxter 
Hamilton and Alexandra College 
P O Box 286, Hamilton 3300 
Tel: 5572 1355 Fax: 5572 4998 
lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 
 
Wimmera/Horsham 
Jenny Gaulke 
Horsham College 
PO Box 508, Horsham  3400 
Tel: 53817100 
gaulke.jennifer.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria 
2015 Committee 

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns. 
Members are always welcome at committee meetings.  

Contact any committee member for more information. 

PRESIDENT 
WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12 
Tel:  9704 3333 
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
info@ltav.org.au  
 
VICE PRESIDENT 
MARCIA ROGERSON 
CBC St.Kilda                                             
Tel: (03) 9529 6611                                
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

SECRETARY 
CHRISTINE NOLAN 
St Michaels Grammar, St Kilda 
Tel.: 0412 163 177 
cnolan@stmichaels.vic.edu.au 
 
TREASURER 
LYNETTE BAKER 
Assumption  College Kilmore 
Tel.: 5782 1422  
Lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au  
 
POLICY OFFICER 
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College 
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au 
Tel: 0438 638 859 
 
NATIONAL NETWORK COORD 
DALE CARROLL 
Geelong College, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5226 3136 
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au 
 
SETA REPRESENTATIVE 
STACEY OLDMAN 
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 03 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au  
 
MEMBERSHIP  OFFICER 
ANNE EDWARDS 
membership@ltav.org.au  
 

SAFETY INFORMATION 
OFFICER 
AILEEN LITTLE 
Caulfield Grammar School 
(Wheelers Hill Campus) 
Tel:  8526 5213 
aileenlittle@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au 
 
LIST_SERV CONTACT 
MIRANDA FORD 
The Peninsula School, Mount Eliza 
3930 
Tel: 9788 7777  
mford@tps.vic.edu.au 
 
ANIMAL ETHICS LIAISON 
OFFICER 
GLENN CONDON 
Westbourne Grammar School 
Truganina 3029  
Tel:  9731 9444 
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 
 
WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV  
ADMINISTRATION 
ANNE EDWARDS 
webmaster@ltav.org.au  
 
LAB LINES EDITOR 
PENNY TAYLER 
Methodist Ladies’ College 
Tel: 9208 4845 
taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au 
 
LAB LINES DISTRIBUTION 
BARBARA BLAKE  
Elwood  College  
Tel: 9531 9566  
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2015. 
The committee will meet at CBC St. Kilda, Westbury Street, St. Kilda  

The meetings usually go from 6:00– 9:30 p.m. 
 All members of LTAV are most welcome to attend.  

9 June, 28 July, 8 Sept, 13 October, 17 Nov and 8 Dec 

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Cathedral college 
Wangaratta 
Tel: 5722 2144 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.
au 
 
LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER 
ANDY BAFUL 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
Tel: 9307 5558 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
GENERAL COMMITTEE 
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS 
Monash University 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com  
Tel: 0411982305 
 
MARY L. JONES  
Keilor Downs College,   
Keilor Downs 3038  
Tel: 9365 8000  
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
SIMONE MARTYN 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
SUZANNE THORNLEY 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College 
Tel: 9581 5246 
admin@ltav.org.au 
 
MICHAEL WINGRAVE 
mwingrave@tps.vic.edu.au 
Tel. 97887869 
 
KELLEE BALLARD 
Auburn High School 
Tel: 9804 6333 
ballard.kellee.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
LIZ BEECH 
Hillcrest Christian college  
500 soldiers Road Clyde North 3978 
Tel: 97077444 
elizabeth.beech@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 


