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Science Week in Corryong 
 

After a week of rain and grey skies, the sun shone on our 

school tree planting day on Thursday 8th August. It was a 

fantastic day and it was great to see the students enjoying 

their involvement in this community activity. This day saw 

all students at Corryong College from Prep to Year 8, as 

well as some year 9, 10 and 11 students involved in plant-

ing trees in our district. 

At Neil’s Reserve, on the upper reaches of the Murray Riv-

er, Parks Victoria, DEPI, NE Catchment Management Au-

thority, local Landcare members, parents, staff and commu-

nity volunteers worked with over 120 students in 2 sessions 

to get plants in the ground in a planned and consistent man-

ner.  

Local seed was used to propagate and supply the plants, 

maps were devised for each planting group and water was 

available to settle the plants in.  

Students from years 5-8 travelled to Neils Reserve for the 

morning planting session. After a safety induction by 

Parks Victoria the students were shown how to plant a 

tree and then set off in teams accompanied by staff from 

Landcare, DEPI, community members and Corryong Col-

lege to plant in their assigned area. All participated enthu-

siastically and worked well in their teams to share the 

load. At the end of the morning a very tired but happy 

group could be seen walking back to the buses and home 

to Corryong for lunch.  

The afternoon group at Neil’s Reserve was made up of Grade 3, 4, Year 8 and some VCAL students. These 

students planted another 240 trees and shrubs, including the Dagger Wattle – aptly named for its very spikey 

leaves and stems. After much digging, planting, watering and staking the job was finally completed. Stu-

dents also planted trees at the junior campus and the new community Men’s Shed. All told the students man-

aged to plant 550 trees.  

Introduction by Parks Victoria about planting our trees 

Students on the job 
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President’s Report 

LTAV President’s Report August 2013  

                 CONASTA 62 at Latrobe University was a great event on many levels for those who attended and 
even more so for LTAV. The event was opened by the Victorian Minister for Education - Martin Dixon. After 
his official duties Dale managed to speak with him and introduced him to the existence of LTAV, what we do 
and who we represent. He made comments to the fact that he would like to keep in touch with an organisa-
tion which he did not know existed and see if we can work together in any form in the future. Positive event 
number 1. 
 
 During the break times and after the day’s workshops, speakers etc there is a chance to wander about the 
Trader’s displays. I’m always on the look out for something new for our teaching staff as well as improving 
my knowledge and resource bank. WASP was a small stand with 2 women. One who was there was a 
Scottish lady who spoke with such enthusiasm and vigor on the topic of Geology that anyone who thought it 
was just rocks was sadly misguided. It was a whole life in a new world and the educational opportunities for 
our students was only limited by the imagination of those delivering it – the teachers and us. She intro-
duced me to the webpage that is under construction, but will have free resources for yrs 7 – 10 with book-
lets that are available to print of at your will. After some discourse with Julia there is a chance that they may 
be over here for a LABCON at some stage. Positive event number 2. 
  
 Another keynote speaker from CSIRO this time and then at the CONASTA dinner held at the Melbourne 
Museum, who should be sitting at our table but Dr Scott Watkins, Stream Leader, Organic Photovoltaics 
(OPVs) at CSIRO who spoke very well on Flexible Electronics – the likes of the new solar panels and much 
more. Dale again approached him and we three spoke and he will be more than willing to attend a LABCON 
and be a keynote speaker for us. Yes, I do have his card. Positive event number 3. 
  
As the prelude to the official dinner was at the Dinosaur Walk in the Melbourne Museum I had the chance 
to be introduced to Priscilla Gaff who is Program Coordinator, Life Sciences Education. A great contact to 
have inside our wonderful resource.  Positive event number 4. 
 
Prior to all the happenings of CONASTA 4 lab techs sat at a café in Geelong and worked on the updating of 
the Biology manual. It will be wonderful. Many thanks to Sarah Daniele, Ritva Fazia, and Dale Carroll for be-
ing there to ably assist with the task. Our aim is to have it ready to sell at LABCON this year. Positive event 
number 5. 
 
Proof reading of the Physics manual has been almost completed and the corrections and comments sent to 
Svetlana, also aiming for the finished product to be at LABCON this year. 
 
We have given financial assistance to the Loddon, Mallee and Campaspe Region for a PD day which has 
been excellently organized by Karen Egan.  Congratulations go out to Karen for her most thorough job. All 
those who attend should have a very beneficial event.  
There is a lot happening in the Lab tech. realm and we only know of a small amount. 
I hope that term 3 is not treating you harshly. Just keep going for LABCON. All the info will not be that far 
away. Thanks to Marg and all the Committee members for their efforts in the preparation for this year’s 
event. 

 
Keep smiling and remember someone else is carrying a heavier load than yours. Oh thanks to Shane 

Critchley for his Phriday Phunnies – they are well worth reading.  
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Yeast 
 

I started this article asking why we do pracs.  Too often they are simply exercises of following recipes, 

‘we’ve done the theory now we do the prac’, or it is a SAC or whatever.   Too much of the activity is un-

der the scrutiny of assessment.  Very little of it is experimental as such, sometimes it is not science, and 

rarely do the kids own it. 

 

After getting grumpy about that I started to think about fungus and yeast…as you do.  So yeast it is. 

Experimental work with yeast has a number of advantages.  It is about as safe a micro-organism can be.  

You can buy it from the supermarket for a song (but not in my case!).  All sorts of bacteriological tech-

niques can be taught and practiced with it, and there are literally tons of articles on yeast, from basic to 

incomprehensible. 

 

We have used it in Chemistry to study fermentation and to differentiate between sugars.  In Biology respi-

ration and reproduction is studied and in a year 10 option “Diseases”, the yeast is treated as a “pathogen” 

and the kids have to develop possible cures.  

 

The reaction chambers for respiration are smaller test tubes, full of yeast and media solution, upended into 

larger test tubes. (i.e. Fill the smaller test tube then place the larger one over it so its bottom is resting on 

the rim of the smaller one, like a lid, then turn it over.  The liquid should remain in the smaller test tube.) 

The gas produced is a function of the height the liquid moves up inside the larger test tube, and that is 

what you measure.  Different sugars or solutions can be used, as well as different environmental condi-

tions such as temperature. Gases can be identified. 

 

For the reproductive cycle agar plates are used. When yeast is grown on either a non-organic carbon and 

nitrogen free diet it triggers the sexual cycle.  I use sodium acetate. (Actually it is the yeast that uses it.)  

This process can take a few weeks so patience is required. The ‘tetrads’ are the first sign of success.   

When there is a very large number of them transfer them to a full malt extract media and continue the in-

cubation taking samples from time to time.  We have taken them up to the “Schmoo” stage and have seen 

zygotes.  Unfortunately the camera was not available at the time to provide evidence. 

 

In the Diseases unit the students study what the students in previous years have done and then repeat some 

experiments or extend some aspect of it.  Sometimes they simply go off on a different tack altogether. We 

started with growing the yeast in sucrose solutions laced with copper sulfate, a known fungicide.  The first 

trial was a logarithmic series of concentrations up to 100mM and then the kids took it from there. 

It is in this unit that Science is being done.  The kids read the reports of what others have done in previous 

years, repeat what they wish to repeat, and trial new ideas of their own.  They own the prac.  There is 

‘Peer Review’, there is repetition for a purpose, and there is hypothesis development and testing, and per-

haps most important of all there is total engagement in the work and pride in the quality of work done.  

 

The teacher has also reported that the kids have done much more background reading than ever before and 

are firing off questions or asking for opinions on their hypotheses more than before also.  Part of the suc-

cess of this unit is, I think, due to the fact that the teacher doesn’t know the answers in advance so be-

comes a peer in the research effort and an advisor on technique. Consequently there is no pressure that 

converges the pathways of enquiry and reduces the experiments to recipe following.  The student’s enthu-

siasm is also an important factor. 

Ian Burrows 
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Astronomers do IT in the dark 

Mathematicians do IT in numbers 

Biologists do IT in the field 

Chemists do IT periodically on the table 

Geologists do IT on folded beds 

Paleontologists do IT in the dirt 

Computer scientists do IT bit by bit 

Electrical engineers do IT till it hertz 

Physicists do IT by force 

When seismologists do IT the earth shakes 

Zoologists do IT with animals 

Quantum physicists do IT uncertainly 

Polymer chemists do IT in  chains 

Cosmologists do IT with a bang 

Theorists do IT on paper 

Geneticists do IT with their genes 

Statisticians with IT with 99% confidence 

Planetary scientists do IT while gazing at Uranus 

Philosophers only think about doing IT 

 

What is IT ?Science of course!!!! 

 

 Sue Treloar 
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LTAV - Roles of Committee Members 
 

President 
 

The President is the "face" of LTAV. It is a role 

of liaison - with other committee members and 

with people such as conference organisers and the 

public.  

Duties include chairing committee meetings, pre-

paring a written report for each meeting, intro-

ducing guests and speakers, speaking publicly on 

behalf of LTAV. The President writes a report for 

each committee meeting and for each issue of La-

blines. 

 

                             Vice President 
 

The Vice President simply does the president 

stuff is the president can't. Sometimes (but not 

always) this position is held by the person ex-

pected to become President in the future. 

 

                               Secretary 

 
The Secretary is responsible for keeping and dis-

tributing records (reports, minutes, agendas etc) 

for all committee meetings. 

Duties include: collecting the mail and maintain-

ing a correspondence record. Receive all written 

reports for meetings. Take minutes at committee 

meetings 

                             Treasurer 

 
The Treasurer is responsible for the financial 

management of LTAV. The Treasurer keeps rec-

ords of all financial transactions of the Associa-

tion. Presents on-going reports for each commit-

tee meeting and present an annual report at the 

end of each financial year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal Welfare Officer: 

 
The LTAV Animal Welfare Officer has the dedi-

cated office of responding to animal welfare que-

ries directed to the Association (mostly through 

the LTAVLIST. The Animal Welfare Officer 

must possess the expertise to provide accurate 

animal welfare information.  This expertise may 

have been gained through experience, formal 

qualifications and/or attendance at relevant semi-

nars/short courses etc. The Animal Welfare Of-

ficer is the LTAV's representative on the Victori-

an Schools Animal Ethics Committee.  Training 

and support for this position is given . 

          

                Lablines Editor 

 
The Lablines convenor is responsible for produc-

ing the quarterly LTAV newsletter “Lablines’. 
Usually the Lablines editor works with an editori-

al team to prepare and publish four editions of 

Lablines each year, using articles and news re-

ceived from members, advertisements from sup-

pliers and others and information from the com-

mittee. 

          

               Membership Officer 

 
The LTAV Membership Officer is responsible for 

maintaining the LTAV membership database. 

Duties include: receiving and processing pay-

ments and registration details from members. 

Keeping the membership database up to date. 

Training is also provided for this position. 

 

               Publications Officer 

 
The Publications Officer is responsible for receiv-

ing/filling orders for LTAV publications The 

Publications Officer needs to provide secure stor-

age for Branch publications. 

The LTAV committee is seeking new members - here is a summary of the positions. 

All committee positions will be declared vacant at the AGM - now is the time to nominate and have 

YOUR say in this great association. 
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  Regions Liaison Officer 

 

 
The LTAV Regions Liaison Officer is the first 

point of contact between Regional Representa-

tives and the Committee. The RLO responds to 

queries from Regional Representatives and re-

ceives notification of Regional meetings/activities 

and reports of outcomes of meetings. 

Maintain a central listing of ‘emergency’ relieving 

lab techs. This can be overseen if another commit-

tee member is performing this task. 

 

         

Safety Information Officer/s 

 

 
Safety Information Officers must possess the ex-

pertise to provide accurate Occupational Health 

and Safety information.  This expertise may have 

been gained through extensive experience, formal 

qualifications and/or attendance at OH&S semi-

nars/short courses etc. The Safety Information 

Officers must provide secure storage for all safety 

manuals, Australian Standards etc. purchased by 

the Association. LTAV is responsible for funding 

any course required to maintain the Safety Infor-

mation Officer. In the past this position has been 

shared by two people. Training is also provided 

for this position. 

 

 

 

 

 

SETA Delegate  

 

 
The LTAV SETA (Science Education Techni-

cians Australia) delegate co-ordinator communi-

cates with representatives from similar networks 

in other states, and takes one of two positions on 

the National Body, Science Educator Technicians 

Australia. Duties include: Provision of infor-

mation and support to similar networks around the 

country. 

 

 

 

 

Website and LISTSERV administrator 
 

 

The website administrator is responsible for main-

taining and updating the LTAV website, and han-

dling administration enquiries for the LTAV 

listserv. The website is administered by an outside 

company so no website building expertise is need-

ed 

Duties include: 

Process the day-to-day moderation required by the 

LISTSERV. Answer queries and problems within 

a reasonable time frame. This can be delegated to 

another member (and is in 2013) 

 

 

 

Please consider nominating for a position on the committee -  

LTAV will evolve best by continuing new input.  

Talk to a committee member today (details of committee members 

on the back page). 
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Deadline for next LabLines for 2013 
10th November 2013 

COPYRIGHT REMINDER 
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted for republica-
tion, and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the COPYRIGHT holder. LTAV 
retains COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications for noncommercial release should be  
addressed to editor: malitz.helen.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed are  in “Lablines”  are not necessarily the opinions of the committee. 
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. Risk assess-
ments should be carried out before attempting same. 

Don’t tell me it’s a ....... 

 Last issues answer: Most common answer Weigh boat 

Answer next issue. 
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Sue Treloar 

Jest a moment 

A man takes his hamster to the vet, and after a short look at the creature the vet pro-

nounced it dead. Not happy with the diagnosis the man asks for a second opinion. The 

vet gives a whistle and in strolls a Labrador dog . The dog nudges the  hamster around 

with its nose and sniffs it a couple of times before shaking its head. “There your ham-

ster is dead”, said the vet. Still not happy the man asks for another opinion. The vet 

opens the door and in bounds a cat. The cat jumps onto the table and looks the hamster 

up and down for a few minutes before shaking its head. “It’s definitely dead” said the 

vet. Convinced, the man asks how much he owes. “That will  be $1,000”,please” “ A 

$1,000 just to tell me the hamster is dead.” fumes the man. “Well”’ says the vet, 

“That’s for my diagnosis, the lab report and the cat scan”. 

A frog goes to a psychic. The 

psychic tells him “ you are 

going to meet a beautiful 

young girl who will want to 

know everything about you”  

The frog becomes excited, 

“This is great! Will I meet her 

at a party?” 

“No “ says the psychic, “ In 

her Biology class” 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 
Gastric bypass surgery is used to create loss of weight and it has been noted that 

patients who are type 2 diabetic are able to stop taking their medication even be-

fore substantial weight loss has occurred. Three thoughts that are current are: 

 

Changes in circulating gut hormones could affect signaling to the brain and oth-

er organs, changing energy levels as well as glucose production.  

 

That the rearranged gut itself improves glucose homeostasis. 

 

That the gut microflora is changed and this changes production of short chain 

fatty acids. 

Why is it so? 
 

Q.  Take a length of copper and iron and twist the ends together so you have 2 

junctions. Put one end in ice and heat the other end—an electric current arises in 

the loop.  You have a thermocouple. The important thing for a thermocouple is 

the loop needs to be made from two different metals. Is it possible to make a 

thermocouple from one kind of wire? 

A. If you put a knot in the wire  fantastic forces arising at the kink changes 

the nature of the wire at this place—maybe it is some crystallisation! You now 

have two wires. It is not always easy to accomplish. 
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Methylene Blue stain removal from 

microscope slides: 
Soak the slides in a household bleach and 

detergent solution. Rinse thoroughly after 

a day or two,  

Silver Nitrate removal 
1.0.25M solution of sodium thiosulfate but 

it must be used before the silver nitrate 

dries. 

2. Try Gumption cleaner. 

3. Ammonia solution as soon as possible 

has some effect. Its best if you get students 

to use the silver nitrate over a tray, news-

paper or other bench protection.  

4. Bleach works really well if you let it sit 

on the stain for a while. 

 

Limewater filtering 
 

Filter limewater through a coffee filter paper instead of 

decanting. It filters very well and is very quick.  

Use Harris brand unbleached natural paper size 102 but 

it probably doesn't matter which brand. 

Normal lab filter paper clogs up and is very slow. 

Iron stains 

Soak with 2M hydrochloric acid solution, 

rinse in tap water, rinse in distilled water. 

Permanganate stains 

Swirl a small amount of acidified iron (11) 

sulfate solution in stained glassware, wash 

with detergent, rinse with tap water, rinse 

with distilled water. 

Oxalic acid solution also works. 

Carbon stains 
Soak in 6g trisodium phosphate and 3g sodium oleate 

in 100ml water. 

 

Iodine stains 
Soak in sodium thiosulfate solution 25g/L.  
 

Sulfur deposits 

Soak in dilute solution of ammonium sulfide. 

Egg Deshelling 
Soak eggs in clear vinegar for around 1 to 

3 days prior to use, making sure the eggs 

are completely covered. After soaking the 

first day, use gloves and remove any scum 

that has built up on the surface. Top up 

with vinegar or replace with fresh vinegar. 

Finally, gently buff the eggs with a soft 

sponge to remove any trace of shell. Most 

of it dissolves. The final egg has a clearer 

membrane than if hydrochloric acid is 

used.  

Iodine solution 
To make a 1 litre of solution: dissolve 20g KI in a 

small amount of water about 50mL in a 1000mL beak-

er.  Then weigh approx. 12.7g iodine and transfer it to 

the KI solution.  Place the beaker on a magnetic stirrer 

until all the iodine is dissolved. (It helps to grind the 

iodine to smaller particles first).  Once iodine is dis-

solved make up the solution to 1000mL with water and 

transfer it to a stopper, dark bottle. 

Eye Dissections  

Just keep them in isotonic saline 

(0.9% NaCl) in the fridge for up to one 

week. Change daily. If for longer, 

freeze them in the saline water.  

Thermometers 
Heat the thermometers in vegetable oil to the max 110 

C, then allow them to cool in the oil slowly. There's 

less chance of the column bursting out of the top, or 

separating again during cooling.  

Jason Griffiths 

This and That 
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 Bromine Water Recipe: 
 

To make 50ml mix 

1.1gm Sodium bromide 

10.7ml 1M HCl 

7.6ml Sodium hypochlorite (household bleach) 

Make up to 50ml with distilled water. 

Store in a brown glass stoppered bottle. Keeps for 

a few months. 

 
Karen McCoy 

Chlorine Water: 
 

To prepare 250ml, 

50ml of sodium hypochlorite (household bleach) 

175ml distilled water 25ml 2M HCl Store in a 

brown glass stoppered bottle. Keeps for about a 

month. 

 
Karen McCoy 

Nutrient Agar  

 

Into each of 3 Stott bottles put 

200ml water 

4g agar 

1g peptone 

.6g beef extract 

Put lids on loosely and pressure 

cook for 15 minutes. 

Plate when cooled.  

Makes 40 disposable  petrie 

dishes or 15 glass ones.  

 

It is used for growing a wide 

range of bacteria and fungi. 
 

This and That 

Sugar and acid agar 

 

1L tomato juice diluted 1 in 3 

40g sucrose 

30g agar 

 

Pressure cook for 15 minutes, 

cool and dispense into tubes 

or plates. 

 

It is close to natural plant ma-

terial and is a useful medium 

for fungus. 
 

Funnels 
 

Use 2L plastic coke bottles as funnels for solids.  

Just cut the bottle say 15cm away from the screw 

top end and there you go. The screw top usually 

fits nicely into the necks of what I want the solid 

to go into, and no more clogged up powder fun-

nels. . .Cheap too!  Can use for sugar, flour, salt, 

NaCO3, CuSO4, etc..  

 

Karen Cox  

PVA 

Just had a successful experiment with cleaning 

burnt/stuck PVA on bottom of beaker after making 

slime. After decanting the PVA solution I added 

extra water to the beaker and put back on hotplate 

with stirrer for a while - and the stuck PVA dis-

solved. 80deg is optimum temp. So much easier 

than scraping and scouring. 

Judy Hasse 
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Indicators 

 

Sourced mostly from a book  -"A laboratory manual for schools and colleges" by John 

Creedy. Don't think it is still in print (first published 1977) but if anybody ever comes 

across a secondhand copy it is worth its weight in gold. this is my Bible for lots of ob-

scure recipes!!  

   

Alizarin red S - microscopy/histology - staining developing bone in whole mounts/ also 

indicator  

Aniline blue -  microscopy/histology - staining cellulose, fungi, algae  

Bromocresol green - pH indicator range 4.0 - 5.0  

Bromocresol purple- pH indicator range 5.2 - 6.8  

Bromophenol blue- pH indicator range 2.8 - 4.6  

Bromothymol blue- pH indicator range 6.0 - 7.6  

Carmine- test for boron (?)  

Congo red- pH indicator range 3.0 - 5.0  

Diphenylthiocarbazone (dithizone)- indicator/test for determination of cyanide, cadmium, 

Au, Hg, Ag 

Eosin Y - microscopy/histology - counterstain for haematoxylin; cytoplasm stain;  

Eriochrome black (Mordant black) - determination of mg,Ca, Pb, Mn, etc  

Fluorescein, water soluble - pH indicator range 0.5 - 1.0 - used for acid base titrations in 

UV light; analysis of bromide  

Indigo carmine - don't know  

Methyl green- microscopy/histology - plant material; yeasts  

Methyl violet -microscopy/histology - can be used as crystal violet (primary stain) in 

gram stain; pH indicator range 0.1 - 3.2  

Orcein (natural and pure) -microscopy/histology - nuclear stain  

Phloroglucinol - microscopy/histology - used as temporary stain for lignin  

Safranin- microscopy/histology - used as counterstain in Gram staining bacteria  

Safranin O (Cotton red) ditto  

Sudan 3  (I have already marked the Sudan 4 for disposal)- microscopy/histology - used 

to be used for root staining  

Thymol blue - pH indicator range 1.2 - 2.8 or 8.0-9.6  

Toluidine blue-  microscopy/histology - plant tissue 

 

Bron Duncan 
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To make a limewater still 

 

 
 

Equipment 
 

1 x Winchester bottle 

1 x Long-stemmed thistle funnel 

1 x piece glass tube approximately 10cm long 

1 x piece rubber tubing approximately 60cm long 

1 x rubber bung to fit top of Winchester 

 

 Drill two holes in the rubber gung large enough to take thistle funnel stem and piece of glass tube. 

 

 Place approximately 50gms of Calcium Hydroxide in the bottom of the Winchester. 

 

 Fill the Winchester to just below the top with water 

 

 Insert piece of glass tube intone of the holes in the rubber gung and attach rubber tubing to the out-

side end.  Push the glass tube into gung until top of tube is almost level with top of tuber hung. 

 

 Insert the thistle funnel into the other hole and push down as far as possible. 

 

 Gently insert the rubber bung into the top of the Winchester and press down to ensure a good seal. 

Leave for a month before using. 

 

To operate still 
 

 Place the end of the rubber tubing into a beaker large enough to hold the desired quantity of lime-

water. 

 Gently cup hand over top of thistle funnel several times until Limewater starts to trickle into con-

tainer. 

Once this occurs slowly pour water into the top of the thistle funnel. 

 

The still works on the principle of displacement of the limewater through the tubing by the fresh water 

which enters the Winchester near the Calcium Hydroxide. 

 

I use a 1lt water bottle to refill as the thistle funnel as the lime water comes out fresh water goes in. 

When you have enough lime I then put the rubber tubing into the thistle funnel and place a small beak-

er over the top this stops any leaks. 

 
Judy Hasse 



Lab Lines  September 2013 

page  16 

 

 
SUSANNAH  LARRATT  AWARD 

  
In 2006 the committee approved the introduction of a new award to be presented to a laboratory technician who is, 
or has been, employed in a Victorian educational institution and who has made a significant contribution to the role 

of Victorian educational laboratory technicians. 
 

Unlike the Distinguished Service Awards (DSAs) which have strict eligibility criteria of outstanding service by 
someone who has served in an official capacity for a minimum of 7 years and who is no longer serving in an offi-

cial capacity, the new award is open to all present and past Victorian educational laboratory technicians. 
  
The award is named in honour of Susannah Larratt who was the Kew Regional Representative for a considerable 
number of years and who passed away in 2006 while still serving in this capacity. She was posthumously awarded 
a DSA at the end of 2006. 
 
The award is available for presentation on an annual basis to persons nominated as being eligible, but will not 
necessarily be awarded every year. It is hoped that this award will serve to recognize those who act behind the 
scenes to further the cause of educational laboratory technicians but who are not necessarily in the limelight. 
 

If you know a lab technician who you consider  to be a candidate for this award please send a message detailing 
the reasons for the nomination to: admin@ltav.org.au 

  

 

LTAV LABCON 2013 SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

The Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria will again this year support 

 two members in furthering their knowledge and expertise in science education by offering two scholar-

ships to attend LABCON 2013 (2-4 December 2013). 

 

The scholarships are offered to school-based Victorian science laboratory technicians who have been in the 

industry less than five years. 

 

LABCON is the premier conference for science laboratory staff in Victoria, providing hands-on, job specific 

professional development and will be held this year from Monday to Wednesday, 2 - 4 December at the 

Hemisphere Conference Centre, Moorabbin. 

 

Each scholarship will cover the full cost of LABCON registration including one tour on Wednesday, a 2-

night accommodation package and entry to the conference dinner. 

Any other costs and charges associated with acceptance of this scholarship must be met by the winner(s).  

Two scholarships only will be offered. Awards are not transferable. 

 

Applicants should provide a brief CV and details of the anticipated benefits for both the applicant and the 

Association. The successful applicants will be expected to write a small article for Lablines outlining their 

experiences at the conference. 

 

Written applications addressed to the LTAV Secretary can be posted to:  

PO Box 6101, CROMER VIC 3193 

 

or emailed to: admin@ltav.org.au 

 

and must be received no later than Friday 12 October 2013. 

mailto:admin@ltav.org.au
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LTAV PUBLICATIONS 2013 
 

Two laboratory reference manuals and a CD are available from LTAV: 
 

 CHEMISTRY: A REFERENCE MANUAL FOR LABORATORY TECHNICIANS, 2008 by Geoff Gleadall, 

Dip.App.Sci:  $27.50. A comprehensive guide for the beginning and experienced Laboratory Technician in all 

aspects of the chemistry laboratory. 
 

 BIOLOGY REFERENCE MANUAL, 1998 :  $16.50. This handbook contains information on biological 

techniques, reagents, stains and culture media commonly used in secondary schools. Dale Carroll, Ritva Fazio, 

Jeannene Bradbury and Marg Rubans all made significant contributions to this revised version and the original 

authors were: Jenny Kopsidas, Rita Poole, Jean Stokes and Maya Wagner. 
 

 LABORATORY MANAGEMENT DATABASES CD, Version 2, 2009 by Geoff Gleadall, Dip.App.Sci:  $33. 
 

LTAV PUBLICATIONS TAX INVOICE & ORDER FORM 
ABN 96 439 156 002 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
  

School:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ Postcode: ____ 

 

Phone/Fax: __________________________________  
 

 Price:  Quantity:  Sub-Total:  

CHEMISTRY REFERENCE MANUAL  $27.50  _____  

BIOLOGY REFERENCE MANUAL  $16.50 _____  

LABORATORY MANAGEMENT DATABASES CD  $33.00 _____  

Postage ( $4 for 1 book + $4 for every subsequent manual/CD )   

Goods will NOT be posted until payment has been processed.  TOTAL:  $  

Prices are inclusive of GST. 

 
 

Payment 
by Cheque 

Make out to “ Laboratory 
Technician’s Association of 
Victoria “ 
 
Post with order to: 
 LTAV Inc 
 PO Box 6101 
 Cromer  Vic 3193 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Payment 
by Direct 
Deposit 

 
 
 

Account Name:  
Laboratory Technician’s 
Association of Victoria 
BSB: 063 532 
Account No: 1040 1068 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia 
Reference payment with 
SURNAME or SCHOOL  NAME  

REF:   

Email remittance to Andy Baful 
or post with this order form: 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Expressions of interest are called for  
Regional Representatives for the Hume,  Eastern/

Maroondah and Kew Regions.   
Please contact Wendy Hurle on 9704 3374 if you are  
      interested. 

LTAV Regional Representatives 2013 

 
Ballarat Region 
Helen Whatman 
Mount Clear College 
Box 257 Ballarat Vic 3350 
Tel: 03 5337 2043 
whatman.helen.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Dandenong Region 
Wendy Hurle 
Narre Warren South P-12 College 
Amberly Park Drive Narre Warren South, 3805 
Tel:  9704 3374  
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  
Eastern/Maroondah Region 
Currently Vacant 
 
Geelong Region 
Sarah Daniele 
Kardinia  International College 
PO Box 17 Geelong 3220 
03 5278 9999 
 
Gippsland Region 
Sue Webb  
Kurnai College  
PO Box 243 Churchill 3842 
Tel:  03 5132 3748 
webb.susan.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Hume Region 
Currently vacant 
 
Kew Region 
Currently vacant 
 
Loddon/Campaspe/ 
Mallee Region 
Karen Egan 
East Loddon P-12 College 
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Ph: 03 54368300 
 
Mornington Region 
Val Bookless 
Woodleigh School, Baxter 3911 
Tel: 5971 1108  Fax: 5971 1010 
vbookless@woodleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Nillumbik/Banyule Region 
Lisa Hazelwood 
Viewbank College 
View Bank 
Tel: 9458 2834  Fax:9459 0512 
hazelwood.lisa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
North Metro Region 
Robyn Lyons 
Copperfield College, Kings Park Junior Campus 
Kambalda Circuit , Kings Park 3021 
Tel: (03) 9365 4113  
lyons.robyn.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
North/West Metro Region 
Glenn Condon 
Westbourne Grammar School 
300 Sayers Road, Truganina 3029 
Tel: 9731 9444 Fax: 9360 9102  
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 
 
South Yarra/Moorabbin Region 
Margaret Wood 
Sacre Coeur 
172 Burke Road, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146  
Tel:  9835 2700  
MWood@sac.vic.edu.au  
 
Sunraysia Region 
Narelle Divola 
Irymple Secondary College 
975 Karadoc Ave, Irymple 3498 
Tel: 5024 5407   
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Warrnambool Region 
Leanne Baxter 
Hamilton andAlexandra College 
P O Box 286, Hamilton 3300 
Tel: 5572 1355 Fax: 5572 4998 
lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 
 
Wimmera/Horsham 
Jenny Gaulke 
Horsham College 
PO Box 508, Horsham  3400 
Tel: 53817100 

https://koronet.korowa.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=734b7a1588dc4d6b8d0b87bd7a348206&URL=mailto%3alyons.robyn.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria 
2013 Committee 

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns. 
Members are always welcome at committee meetings.   
Contact any committee member for more information. 

PRESIDENT 
WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12 
Tel:  9704 3374 
Hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
info@ltav.org.au  
 
VICE PRESIDENTS 
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College.   
Tel: 97817700  
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au 
MARCIA ROGERSON 
Christian Brothers College                      
Tel: 9529 6611                                      
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

SECRETARY 
SUZANNE THORNLEY 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College 
Tel: 9581 5246 
admin@ltav.org.au 
 
TREASURER 
DIANNE DAVEY 
Marist Sion College, Warragul 3820 
Tel: 5622 6215 
admin@ltav.org.au 
 
NATIONAL NETWORK COORD 
DALE CARROLL 
Geelong College, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5226 3136 
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au 
 
STACEY OLDMAN 
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au  

SAFETY INFORMATION 
OFFICERS 
AILEEN LITTLE 
Caulfield Grammar School 
(Wheelers Hill Campus) 
Tel: 8562 5300 or 8562 5213 
aileenlittle@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au 
JASON GRIFFITHS 
Glen Waverley SC, Glen Waverley  
Tel: 9886 4193  
jgi@gwsc.vic.edu.au  
 
LIST_SERV CONTACT 
MIRANDA FORD 
The Peninsula School, Mount Eliza 3930 
Tel: 9788 7777  
mford@tps.vic.edu.au 
ALASDAIR BRYANT 
Melbourne Girls' Grammar 
South Yarra 3141 
Tel: 9862 9200  
Alasdair.Bryant@mggs.vic.edu.au 
 
ANIMAL WELFARE OFFICER 
GLENN CONDON 
Westbourne Grammar School 
Truganina 3029  
Tel:  9731 9444 
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 
WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV  
ADMINISTRATION 
ANNE EDWARDS 
webmaster@ltav.org.au  
LAB LINES EDITOR 
HELEN MALITZ 
Corryong College Corryong 3707 
Tel: 02 6076 1307 
mal@corryong.vic.edu.au 

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2013. 
The committee will meet at different venues during the year. The Oct, Nov and Dec meetings will be at Melbourne 

Graduate School of Education, Carlton. 
The meetings usually go from 6:00– 9:30 p.m. 

 

 

 
Tuesday  19 February 4 May  21 July 6 August  8 October  19 November  12 December 

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Geelong Grammar (Toorak Campus) 
Toorak 
Tel: 9829 1444  

TGraham@ggs.vic.edu.au  
MEMBERSHIP  OFFICER 
ANNE EDWARDS 
membership@ltav.org.au  
LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER 
ANDY BAFUL 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
Tel: 9307 5520 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
GENERAL COMMITTEE 
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS 
Monash University Faculty of Education 
Wellington Rd., Clayton 
Tel: 9905 5711 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com  
MARY L. JONES  
Keilor Downs College, Keilor Downs 3038  
Tel: 9365 8000  

jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  

SIMONE MARTYN 
Maroondah Secondary College 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 9870 4551  
LYNETTE BAKER 
Assumption  College Kilmore 
Tel.: 5782 1422  
Lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au  
BARBARA BLAKE  
Elwood  College  
Tel: 9531 9566 
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  
BEV HUNTLEY 
LTAVreg@bigpond.com  

 


