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Retirements 
 

Ros Rogers 
Ros Rogers has retired. She is a terrific Lab. Tech. We have worked together for 2 years & had a great 

time. She & her husband are off to do some travelling and, she may be looking for temp. work next 

year. I would highly recommend her.  

Eileen Selfridge 
 

Averil Toyne 
Another wonderful long serving lab tech is hanging up the lab coat for the last time this term. 

Averil Toyne has been at Ruyton for 20+ years and was very active in the earlier days of the LTAV. 

Best wishes go with you Averil for a long and happy retirement. 

Julie Stallwood 

WINNER OF THE MAJOR PRIZE  - IPOD 
 
MERI KAPITANOWSKI – NIDDRIE –  

OTHER PRIZE WINNERS 
 
LISA CUMMING – SWAN HILL 
JOY STEWART – ST MICHAELS GRAMMAR 
NIMA REDDY – MILL PARK 
DANGA LLEWELYN – McKINNON 
MARA SILINS - MITCHAM 

Prize winners from Labcon  2012 - Congratulations 
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President’s Report 

Congratulations to you!  
 
You have successfully made it through term 1 of 2013 with all the associated challenges, break 
throughs & successes – don’t forget those. 
 
Just sit back & think of what you have achieved in doing that. Our newer members hove had a 
learning curve that has only gone upwards, but they have succeeded, our mature members have 
repeated tasks that have been done before, but there might have been new skills developed, or 
new situations involved. So again, well done to you also. 
 
The following is just a list of things that I know have been done by your LTAV committee; 

Officeworks & Australia Post accounts opened up, 
Our new webpage is up & operating, 
All necessary paperwork is taken care of, 
Researching any finance mysteries & keeping our books straight, 
Attending meetings for events that Lab. Techs. will be part of, 
Preparing  a venue for our next meeting & organising the catering, 
Providing for our last meeting & learning about the security of the building, 
Catering for our last meeting, 
Listserv responses with invaluable information, 
Preparing & running of regional events, 
Organising & holding PDs for  staff, 
Researched & created a wonderful magazine,  
Seeking out speaker & tour venues for LABCON 2013. 

 
The list could go on & on. Do not take for granted the work you do behind the scenes; the people 
that keep the cogs turning for those that are in the classrooms. But you can be the unseen work-
ers. For that fact even those who you help by loaning equipment or giving supplier detail for 
goods are greatful for the sharing & caring for your colleagues. 
 
I hope that you have considered coming along to CONASTA 62 being held here in Melbourne this 
year during the July term break – based at LaTrobe Uni. The variety of sessions are huge & you 
are not only limited to attending sessions that may be listed for Lab Techs but look at those for 
teachers at both Primary & Secondary levels. Happy hour is marvellous when you get to chat to 
people from all over the country & working under a large range of conditions. Even though times 
may be tough for you, there are others that have a harder road to travel each day - & take that as 
normal. 
 
Watch out term 2 here we come well rested & into the cooler weather – at last. I apologise to 
those that enjoy the heat – but I don’t. Even those of us that don’t get the full 2 weeks off, the 
break from the noise, constant demands, never ending clock watching does give a very serene 
atmosphere to the time. 
 
Take care of yourself.  Till next time, 
 
Wendy Hurle 
President LTAV  
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Making Glass S Tubing 

 

You will need to use an adapter on a bunsen burner known as a 'flame spreader' or fishtail or bats wing. 

This spreads the flame along the glass to heat a sufficient length of tube to make a smooth bend. How-

ever you would need soda glass tubing as pyrex requires oxygen with the gas to get a high enough tem-

perature. (Of course if you have a proper glass blowing torch and oxy, you are home and hosed, but 

will need as broad a flame as possible). 

 

You must have one end of the tubing blocked, by melting near the end, just far enough in (about 8cm) 

so you can hold it. Rotate until soft and draw out into a capillary. Cut the capillary in the flame to 

shorten and seal the end. Keep the off-cut with it's capillary tip. Put both down on a ceramic mat to 

cool before going any further. An alternative is to block the end of the tube with a small cork or rubber 

stopper if you've got any small enough. You'll still need a capillary end as a spare, but drawing glass 

rod apart will make an even better 'splint'. 

 

To make the first bend, rotate the tube while heating up. When it becomes really soft (it will start to sag 

and become difficult to proceed further), stand directly over the tube so it remains straight while bend-

ing and blow slightly with short puffs in the open end while doing this so the bore of the tubing re-

mains true and doesn't kink. Check the bend is in the one plane, you have time to straighten it if neces-

sary while still hot. Set aside to cool and start on the next one while waiting. 

 

When cold repeat the procedure to make the second bend in the opposite direction for your S shape. 

 

While hot but cooled just enough so the glass won't bend or kink, 'anneal' it by turning the air valve off 

on the burner to produce a luminous (yellow) flame. Wave the worked area of the tube over the top part 

of the luminous flame which allows the glass to cool slowly and remove any stress that might other 

cause it to fracture. Pyrex doesn't require annealing, but it's safer to anneal soda glass to be sure. 

 

When complete and cool, cut the sealed end off by 'hot spotting'. To do this run a scratch about a third 

of the way round the tube with a good glass cutting knife or a triangular file. Moisten a finger tip and 

press on the scratch. Heat the end of the waste capillary to a fine red hot end and press quickly onto the 

scratch and the end should break off cleanly. Fire polish (smooth) any ends of the tubing that have been 

cut by rotating in the blue flame, towards the top, holding about a 75 degree angle. 

 

If you get a jagged edge when hot spotting, this can be 'shaven' off by stroking with a wire gauze mat. 

Hold over a waste bin so fragments of glass don't flick elsewhere. 

 

Couple of other points, always pre heat soda glass by waving around in the general area of the flame 

before going in and giving it the herbs. When near the flame it starts to turn yellow, it is hot enough to 

proceed. Pyrex doesn't require pre heating. 

 

When 'hot spotting', to cut glass, you must use a soda glass splint with soda tubing, and pyrex splint 

and oxygen with pyrex tubing. 

 

Peter Ellis 
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This and That 

 

 

Finding it hard to come up with exciting experiments for the Ge-

ology component of the curriculum? Tired of the old vinegar and 

bicarb volcanoes? Try these underwater volcanoes, they work real-

ly well and the younger kids love them! 

 

Underwater Volcanoes: 

Lab tech prep - melt some red candles (or white ones and colour 

with oil soluble dyes) in a saucepan and pour about 1cm deep in 

to 250mL beakers. Allow to set hard. Cover the layer of wax with 

a layer of sand, about the same depth. Give these to the class. 

 

Students are to add water to the beaker and place on a gauze mat 

on a tripod over a Bunsen burner. They are to heat them until the 

wax begins to melt and form blobs and stalagmite formations just 

like an underwater volcano! 

 

Miranda  Ford 

For  those of us  in the north east 

who get rats from Ray McNabb he 

has sold his business .  Rats can be 

purchased from  July by ringing 

Troy Lee on  0459170279. He and 

his partner live at Junee and he tells 

me they can transport the rats to an-

ywhere.  

It is possible to make an LED light 

glow by putting electodes attached to 

an LED light in mud. The anaerobic 

bacteria transfer electrons to the elec-

trodes which then moves the elec-

trons through the circuit.  

 Iodine solution 

 

for 1 litre of solution: dissolve 20g KI in a small amount of 

water about 50mL in a 1000mL beaker.  Then weigh approx. 

12.7g iodine and transfer it to the KI solution.  I then place the 

beaker on a magnetic stirrer until all the iodine is dissolved. (It 

helps to grind the iodine to smaller particles first).  Once io-

dine is dissolved make up the solution to 1000mL with water 

and transfer it to a stopper, dark bottle. 

  

Margot Clark 
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Deadline for next LabLines for 2013 
22nd July 2013 

COPYRIGHT REMINDER 
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted for republica-
tion, and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the COPYRIGHT holder. LTAV 
retains COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications for noncommercial release should be  
addressed to editor: malitz.helen.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed are  in “Lablines”  are not necessarily the opinions of the committee. 
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. Risk assess-
ments should be carried out before attempting same. 

Don’t tell me it’s a ....... 

 Last issues answer: Electron Valve 

Answer next issue. 

I need an answer as I haven’t a clue. 

Editor 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 

Why is it so? 
 

Q. A cork floats on water say in a vessel. Now bring down an inverted jar or 

glass over it. The air in the jar suffers some compression. What will the cork do? 

Stay where it is—floating at its original height? Sink deeper? Float higher?  
 

A. The cork  will sink deeper. The compression of the air in the vessel leads to 

compression of air in the cork. Pascal. More water rushes into the cork and the 

cork gets heavier and sinks somewhat. 

10% of the world’s mercury stores are bound up in humans and their body excretions cre-

ate a massive amount of mercury in the environment. Most people are not aware that the 

silver coloured fillings in their teeth consists of 50% elemental mercury. The mercury part 

of the filling is very easily vaporised . Mercury shouldn’t be stored above 250 C and as the 

body temperature is 370 C there is constant seepage into the body. 

The fillings also swell because of the metal content and we chew it off and  it eventually 

ends up in the environment as well as our body tissues. This can cause tremors, is toxic to 

kidneys and can cross the placenta.  

Elemental mercury also gets converted into methylmercury in the environment by microor-

ganisms. Methylmercury comes to us from fish via the food chain. We  can also create our 

own by our own microorganisms.
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Sue Treloar 

Anne Golding 

Senility prayer 

Grant me the senility to 

forget the people I never 

liked anyway, the good for-

tune to run into the ones I 

do like, and the eye sight to 

tell the difference. 
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 ABN   96 439 156 002 

2013 LTAV MEMBERSHIP TAX INVOICE  
ABN: 96 439 156 002 

 

REGISTRATION (first time members) / CHANGE OF DETAILS (continuing members)  

 (please circle one) 

 
New members to LTAV must complete an APPLICATION FORM as well (refer to website above)  

 

Technicians employed or formerly employed in educational institutions are eligible for membership of LTAV.  

Financial members receive Lablines, LABCON 2013 Registration Booklet plus discount and voting rights at the Annual 

General Meeting at LABCON.  

 

MEMBER NAME:  _______________________________________________________________________________  

 
NAME OF SCHOOL/INSTITUTION:  ________________________________________________________________  

 
POSTAL ADDRESS OF SCHOOL/INSTITUTION:  _____________________________________________________  

 
SUBURB ____________________________________________  STATE: _____________  POSTCODE: ________  
 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:   ______________________________________________________________________________  

 
PHONE NUMBER:  _____________________________  

 
POSITION IN ORGANISATION: ____________________________   TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT?  (circle 

one)  

 
IF TEMPORARY PLEASE GIVE DETAILS OF TERM OF EMPLOYMENT:   _______________________________  

 
HAVE YOU REGISTERED AT MORE THAN ONE SCHOOL/ORGANISATION? YES  /  NO 

 
IF YES, PLEASE INDICATE WHERE YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR LABLINES SENT:  _______________________  

 
REGION:  _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 
SIGNED:  ______________________________________________  DATE: ________________________________  

 
 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE –  $44.00 (includes GST) 

FULL YEAR (1st Jan 2013 to 31st Dec 2013)   
Payment due by 30

th
 April 2013. 

 

Send payment to: Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria Inc  

 PO Box 6101, CROMER VIC  3193 
 

Please make Cheque or Money Order payable to: Laboratory Technicians 

Association of Victoria. 

This Membership Tax Invoice must be sent with payment.  
 

Direct Banking details: Commonwealth Bank of Australia  

 BSB: 063 532 Account Number: 1040 1068  

Reference payment with SURNAME AND SCHOOL NAME 
If paying by Direct Credit the Remittance Advice must be posted or can be emailed to:   membership@ltav.org.au  

Please ensure this Membership Form is posted or emailed at the same time. Please note that Memberships cannot be 

processed if paperwork is incomplete.  Tax Receipts will be issued to confirm LTAV Membership. 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 

Tax Receipt No: 

 
Payment date: 

 
Method: 
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LTAV PUBLICATIONS 2013 
 

Two laboratory reference manuals and a CD are available from LTAV: 
 

 CHEMISTRY: A REFERENCE MANUAL FOR LABORATORY 

TECHNICIANS, 2008 by Geoff Gleadall, Dip.App.Sci:  $27.50. A comprehensive 

guide for the beginning and experienced Laboratory Technician in all aspects of the 

chemistry laboratory. 
 

 BIOLOGY REFERENCE MANUAL, 1998 :  $16.50. This handbook contains 

information on biological techniques, reagents, stains and culture media commonly 

used in secondary schools. Dale Carroll, Ritva Fazio, Jeannene Bradbury and Marg 

Rubans all made significant contributions to this revised version and the original 

authors were: Jenny Kopsidas, Rita Poole, Jean Stokes and Maya Wagner. 
 

 LABORATORY MANAGEMENT DATABASES CD, Version 2, 2009 by Geoff 

Gleadall, Dip.App.Sci:  $33. 
 

LTAV PUBLICATIONS TAX INVOICE & ORDER FORM 
ABN 96 439 156 002 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
  

School:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________ Postcode: ____ 

 

Phone/Fax: __________________________________  
 

 Price:  Quantity:  Sub-

Total:  

CHEMISTRY REFERENCE MANUAL  $27.50  _____  

BIOLOGY REFERENCE MANUAL  $16.50 _____  

LABORATORY MANAGEMENT DATABASES CD  $33.00 _____  

Postage ( $4 for 1 book + $4 for every subsequent manual/CD )   

Goods will NOT be posted until payment has been processed.  TOTAL:  $  

Prices are inclusive of GST. 

 
 

Payment 
by Cheque 

Make out to “ Laboratory 
Technician’s Association of 
Victoria “ 
 
Post with order to: 
 LTAV Inc 
 PO Box 6101 
 Cromer  Vic 3193 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Payment 
by Direct 
Deposit 

 
 
 

Account Name:  
Laboratory Technician’s 
Association of Victoria 
BSB: 063 532 
Account No: 1040 1068 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank of 
Australia 
Reference payment with 
SURNAME or SCHOOL  NAME  

REF:   

Email remittance to Andy Baful 
or post with this order form: 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Expressions of interest are called for  
Regional Representatives for the Hume, Geelong, 

Eastern/Maroondah and Kew Regions.   
Please contact Wendy Hurle on 9704 3374 if you are  
      interested. 

LTAV Regional Representatives 2013 

 
Ballarat Region 
Helen Whatman 
Mount Clear College 
Box 257 Ballarat Vic 3350 
Tel: 03 5337 2043 
whatman.helen.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Dandenong Region 
Wendy Hurle 
Narre Warren South P-12 College 
Amberly Park Drive Narre Warren South, 3805 
Tel:  9704 3374  
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  
Eastern/Maroondah Region 
Currently Vacant 
 
Geelong Region 
Currently vacant 
 
Gippsland Region 
Sue Webb  
Kurnai College  
PO Box 243 Churchill 3842 
Tel:  03 5132 3748 
webb.susan.c@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Hume Region 
Currently vacant 
 
Kew Region 
Currently vacant 
 
Loddon/Campaspe/ 
Mallee Region 
Karen Egan 
East Loddon P-12 College 
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Ph: 03 54368300 
 
Mornington Region 
Val Bookless 
Woodleigh School, Baxter 3911 
Tel: 5971 1108  Fax: 5971 1010 
vbookless@woodleigh.vic.edu.au 

 
Nillumbik/Banyule Region 
Lisa Hazelwood 
Viewbank College 
View Bank 
Tel: 9458 2834  Fax:9459 0512 
hazelwood.lisa.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
North Metro Region 
Robyn Lyons 
Copperfield College, Kings Park Junior Campus 
Kambalda Circuit , Kings Park 3021 
Tel: (03) 9365 4113  
lyons.robyn.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
North/West Metro Region 
Glenn Condon 
Westbourne Grammar School 
300 Sayers Road, Truganina 3029 
Tel: 9731 9444 Fax: 9360 9102  
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 
 
South Yarra/Moorabbin Region 
Margaret Wood 
Sacre Coeur 
172 Burke Road, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146  
Tel:  9835 2700  
MWood@sac.vic.edu.au  
 
Sunraysia Region 
Narelle Divola 
Irymple Secondary College 
975 Karadoc Ave, Irymple 3498 
Tel: 5024 5407   
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Warrnambool Region 
Leanne Baxter 
Hamilton andAlexandra College 
P O Box 286, Hamilton 3300 
Tel: 5572 1355 Fax: 5572 4998 
lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 
 
Wimmera/Horsham 
Jenny Gaulke 
Horsham College 
PO Box 508, Horsham  3400 
Tel: 53817100 

https://koronet.korowa.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=734b7a1588dc4d6b8d0b87bd7a348206&URL=mailto%3alyons.robyn.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria 
2013 Committee 

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns. 
Members are always welcome at committee meetings.  
Contact any committee member for more information. 

PRESIDENT 
WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12 
Tel:  9704 3374 
Hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
info@ltav.org.au  
 
VICE PRESIDENTS 
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College.   

Tel: 97817700  
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au 
MARCIA ROGERSON 
Christian Brothers College                      
Tel: (03) 9529 6611                              
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

SECRETARY 
SUZANNE THORNLEY 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College 
Tel: 9581 5246 
admin@ltav.org.au 
 
TREASURER 
DIANNE DAVEY 
Marist Sion College, Warragul 3820 
Tel: 5622 6215 
admin@ltav.org.au 

 
NATIONAL NETWORK COORD 
DALE CARROLL 
Geelong College, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5226 3136 
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au 
 
STACEY OLDMAN 
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 03 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au  

SAFETY INFORMATION 
OFFICERS 
AILEEN LITTLE 
Caulfield Grammar School 
(Wheelers Hill Campus) 
Tel: 8562 5300 or 8562 5213 
aileenlittle@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au 
JASON GRIFFITHS 
Glen Waverley SC, Glen Waverley  

Tel: 9886 4193  
jgi@gwsc.vic.edu.au  
 
LIST_SERV CONTACT 
MIRANDA O’DWYER 
The Peninsula School, Mount Eliza 3930 

Tel: 9788 7777  

modwyer@tps.vic.edu.au   

ALASDAIR BRYANT 
Melbourne Girls' Grammar 

South Yarra 3141 

Tel: 9862 9200  

Alasdair.Bryant@mggs.vic.edu.au 

 
ANIMAL WELFARE OFFICER 
GLENN CONDON 
Westbourne Grammar School 
Truganina 3029  
Tel:  9731 9444 
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 
WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV  
ADMINISTRATION 
ANNE EDWARDS 
webmaster@ltav.org.au  

LAB LINES EDITOR 
HELEN MALITZ 
Corryong College Corryong 3707 
Tel: 02 6076 1307 
mal@corryong.vic.edu.au 

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2013. 
The committee will meet at different venues during the year. Please contact a member of the committee for the 

address of the next meeting. 
The meetings usually go from 6:00– 9:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

Tuesday  19 February 4 May  23 July 27 August  22 October  20 November  10 December 

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Geelong Grammar (Toorak Campus) 
Toorak 
Tel: 9829 1444  

TGraham@ggs.vic.edu.au  
 
MEMBERSHIP  OFFICER 
ANNE EDWARDS 
membership@ltav.org.au  
LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER 
ANDY BAFUL 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
Tel: 9307 5520 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
GENERAL COMMITTEE 
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com  
MARY L. JONES  
Keilor Downs College,   
Keilor Downs 3038  
Tel: 9367 4200  
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SIMONE MARTYN 
Maroondah Secondary College 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 9870 4551  
LYNETTE BAKER 
Assumption  College Kilmore 
Tel.: 5782 1422  
Lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au  
BARBARA BLAKE  
Elwood Secondary College  
Tel: 9592 2901  
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  
BEV HUNTLEY 
LTAVreg@bigpond.com  

 


