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Fingerprint Pendant Activity 

Miranda Ford 

This activity was used for Year 2 Push/Pull, and also makes a great Mother’s Day gift! 

Materials: 

* ball of coloured clay of your choice 

* coloured string  

* round wood toothpick or skewer 

* smooth round pen, pencil or glue stick (to use as a “rolling pin”) 

* wax paper to work on 

 

Method: 

1: collect a ball of clay and place on your paper   

2: roll the clay in both directions with the pen    

3: using your "rolling pen" create an oval shape     

 

 

 

 

 

 

continued pg 10 



Lablines  March 2016 

page  2 

 

 

Table of Contents 

Fingerprint pendant activity - Miranda Ford 1 

President’s Report 3 

CONASTA Scholarship Information 4 

CONASTA 64 Reflections - Dale Carroll, Kellee Ballard, Mary Jones 7 

Ten of the Best 11 

LABCON 2016 dates and cost 12 

LABCON 2015 reflections - Melanie Crowe 13 

What’s in a name?  Helen Malitz 15 

Did you know? 16 

Membership form 17 

LTAV publications 18 

Regional representatives for 2016 19 

Committee members for 2016 20 

 



Lablines  March 2016 

page  3 

 

 

President’s Report 

 
 

Welcome back to term 1, 2016, the school holidays are but a distant memory. 

Most of you have hit the ground running at a frenetic pace. Fortunately, term 1 is a short 

sprint but jammed packed with practicals.  

You may be aware that Wendy Hurle has decided to step down as President of LTAV.  I 

would like to thank her for the tireless dedication that she has shown over the past four 

years of her Presidency 

Suzanne Thornley has stepped into my past role as Vice President and I am sure she will 

do a great job. 

During our first committee meeting we have already started planning for LabCon 2016 

which will be held at Melbourne Graduate School of Education, University of Melbourne. 

Our event organiser has been given constructive feedback from last year’s LabCon and 

we are ensured that this conference will be even more successful. 

As usual any ideas for speakers and workshop presenters are welcomed. Please forward 

these to myself. 

 

Marcia Rogerson 

mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 
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2016 LTAV Conference Scholarships - CONASTA 65 

 
This year the Laboratory Technician's Association of Victoria will again support two members in 
furthering their knowledge and expertise in science education by offering  scholarships to 
attend CONASTA 65, the science teachers' conference hosted by ASTA. CONASTA always 
has a number of workshops and forums relevant to lab technicians and is a valuable way to 
learn more of what is happening in today's science world. 
 
CONASTA 65 will be held in Brisbane between 3rd - 6th July 2016. For an overview of the 
conference, go to http://asta.edu.au/conasta 
 
All school-based Victorian science laboratory staff are invited to apply for the scholarship, 
which will cover travel, registration and accommodation costs. 
 
Any other costs and charges associated with acceptance of this scholarship must be met by 
the winner(s). Two scholarships only will be offered. Awards are not transferable.  
 
Applicants should provide a brief CV and details of the anticipated benefits for both the 
applicant and the Association. The successful applicants will be expected to write a small 
article for Lablines outlining their experiences at the conference.  
 

Written applications addressed to the LTAV Secretary can be posted to: 
 

PO Box 6101, CROMER VIC 3193  
or emailed to: admin@ltav.org.au  

 

and must be received no later than Wednesday 20th April 

 

Tis issue of Lablines contains reflections from some CONASTA 64 attendees, if you’re not sure 

if the conference is for you then please read on to see the huge array of presentations available 

for lab techs at CONASTA. 

 

 



Lablines  March 2016 

page  5 

 

 

 

CONASTA 2015  Report by Dale Carroll 
 
Conasta 64 was held at Mercedes College in Perth, WA 5 to 9 July 2015. 
 
What a great way to spend 4 days (plus more if you tack on a holiday) to share thoughts with and gain lots of 
new knowledge from like-minded people. There is a great array of top level keynote speakers who display 
their passion for their areas of expertise and also their encouragement of helping you people choose a career in 
science. 
CONASTA is different to the usual Lab Tech conference in a couple of ways, firstly it is a National 
conference so there are people there from all over the country. Secondly, it is a conference for teachers and 
technicians. This provides a greater pool of information, sitting around chatting to people over morning tea, or 
lunch, or the many other social opportunities you are gathering ideas from many areas. Another key aspect 
that I really like is being able to break some of the perceived barriers between teachers and technicians and 
highlighting that “Science Education” is a team approach. Teachers and technicians working together to 
provide the best science learning experience for all students. 
Some of the information that I gleaned from CONASTA 64 is below: 
 
Keynote speakers: 
 
Keynote Note 1 Fiona Wood – Striving for excellence in health care 

This was a talk more about challenging yourself and also working as a team. Medical research involves many 
fields working together to get the required results. Challenging yourself to be the best that you can be was 
another message. 

 
Keynote 2 Dr Kaylene Young – Our Changing Brain – a Stem Cell Story 

Stem cell technology is a rapidly growing area, it is now possible to transform many different cells into stem 
cells. These can then be reproduced. 

 
Keynote 3 Dr Ginny Ward  - GHS 

Information on the introduction and expectations of the Globally Harmonised System (GHS) of chemical 
labelling. GHS uses a different set of pictograms and has hazard phrases in place of risk and safety phrases. 

 
Lab Tech Forum Keynote  Prof Lynne Beazley  

Prof Lynne Beazley was a former Chief scientist of WA and a large supporter of Lab Techs. She had a big 
part in funding the Hackling report which has seen the establishment of Science ASSIST as one of the 
recommendations made.  

 
Keynote 5 Prof Stephen Tingay – The Square Kilometre Array 

During Phase 1 there will be 100,000 arrays in WA alone, after Phase 2 there will be 1 million. There are 
generally arranged in 4 x 4 grids. With so many arrays all gathering masses of data the problem then lies in the 
storage of the mega data and then analysing it. There will be many positions for computer programmers in this 
area over the coming years. 

Some interesting facts about the universe: 
75% is Dark Energy 
20% is Dark Matter 
5% are Elements with protons, neutrons and electrons 
 

 Keynote 6 Prof David Sampson –Light for the Future 
 

Using light (eg synchroton) to identify things to the atomic level. 
SPIE is the international society for optics and photonics https://spie.org/ 
Year of Light website has lots of information http://www.light2015.org/Home.html 
Check out the Vivid light show in Sydney 2015 video on here:  
http://www.vividsydney.com/media-centre  
Virtual dive using app on smartphones. 

https://spie.org/
http://www.light2015.org/Home.html
http://www.vividsydney.com/media-centre
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Sessions: 

 
1. Spicing up chemistry labs with augmentation 
Alternative to “screaming jelly baby” using ground KClO4 plus ground icing sugar, mix equal quantities and add 
a drop of conc H2SO4 

 
2. Engaging students in laboratory learning through enquiry based activities 
 
3. Using x-rays to see into the nanoworld 
 
4. Plants in science practicals 
Covered ways to use plants, either in school or visiting National Parks/Botanic gardens, making slides 
 
5. The (Genetic) book of dead: Why sequencing degraded and ancient DNA is interesting and useful 
Genomic revolution - genome privacy issues 

prior knowledge of risk factors 
Barcode of life http://www.barcodeoflife.org/  

Boldsystems http://boldsystems.org/  

Gen bank is a database of all DNA barcodes http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank/  

 

6. What is it and how does it work 

 

7. Science for the 21st century: 

4C’s Critical thinking, Creativity, Collaborating, Communicating 
Using memory wire (Aliexpress $3.05 plus postage) 
Golden rain 1g Pb(NO3)2 in 150mL hot water 
  1g KI in 150mL hot water plus 4 – 5 drops conc acetic acid 
  Mix two together 
 
8. Arduino in schools, exploring science, technology and creativity 
What is Arduino -  a cheap open source microcontroller board. It communicates over your USB with Windows, 
Linux and Mac. It measures voltage (almost every physical thing can be represented as a voltage, eg light, sound, 
temp. There are heaps of libraries of software for it. Mind storm book available. 
2 cent thermometers using 1 diode, makes them disposable 
Web site https://www.arduino.cc/  

Info on ASTA website. 

Hour of code -  low level programming 

Spark fun kit https://www.sparkfun.com/  

Youtube Arduino indestructibles https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=arduino+indesrtuctibles  

 

9. Living green 

Intro to Engineers Without Boarders (EWB) which has many humanitarian projects. 
 
10. Free nuclear science online resources from ANSTO 
OPAL (Open Pool Australia Lightwater) reactor produces ~ 10,000 medical doses each week. 
Many resources on radiation can be found at http://www.ansto.gov.au/Resources/DiscoveryCentre/index.htm  

 

This list does not include time visiting the many company display booths, attending the nightly happy hours or 
enjoying the fine food available.  
 
What will you gain from attending CONASTA 65 in Brisbane July 3 – 6 this year? Keep an eye on this website 
http://asta.edu.au/conasta  
 

Dale Carroll 

http://www.barcodeoflife.org/
http://boldsystems.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/genbank/
https://www.arduino.cc/
https://www.sparkfun.com/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=arduino+indesrtuctibles
http://www.ansto.gov.au/Resources/DiscoveryCentre/index.htm
http://asta.edu.au/conasta
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CONASTA 64 
 

I had the wonderful experience of attending CONASTA 64 last year in Perth WA. It was a little over 4 
days full of keynote speakers, workshops, labs and social events.   
 
Two of the most memorable sessions that I attended were ‘The Origami Microscope’ presented by A. 
Prof. Robert McLaughlin and some students from UWA and ‘Biological Laboratory Techniques’ 
presented by Ruth Kempton, Laboratory Technician. 

In the workshop ‘The Origami Microscope’ we 
each got to make our very own working 
microscope from some pieces of cardboard, a 
ball lens and a simple circuit containing a 
battery, resistor, switch and LED. I was quite 
excited to be able to see the cells of a leaf using 
my microscope.  

As part of Ruth’s session ‘Biological 
Laboratory Techniques’ we were given the 
chance to preserve our own baby octopus.  
One of the most useful pieces of information 
she mentioned during her session was how 
to determine if a specimen was preserver in 
formalin or ethanol. This is done by placing 
a couple of drops of the solution on a watch 
glass and letting it evaporate off. If there is a 
white residue then the solution is formalin if 
there is no residue then the solution is 

ethanol. 

I would highly recommend going if you can. LTAV is offering 2 Scholarships to attend CONASTA 65 
which is being held in Brisbane this year. 
 
Kellee Ballard 
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CONASTA 64 - Mary Jones 
 

 I felt very privileged to be awarded the scholarship to go to this terrific conference.  I would like to thank 
LTAV for sponsoring me.  CONASTA 64 was held in Perth. I strongly recommend others apply for the 
scholarship to CONASTA and attend. It is a wonderful opportunity for professional development, to socialise 
with fellow laboratory technicians and with teachers, and see some presentations that you would not otherwise 
get the opportunity to attend.  CONASTA is always held during the Term 2 holidays.   
 
Besides offering a haven to Melbourne’s winter weather we were spoiled with a variety of social and 
professional events.  The conference started on Sunday with a lovely welcome with a barbeque, drinks and a 
tour of the Central Institute of Technology’s Green Skills Building. This was followed by a terrific start on 
Monday with the Welcome to Country followed by a Welcome to the conference by the Western Australian 
Premier Hon Colin Barnett.  
Our first Keynote was Professor Fiona Wood, our national treasure.  For those that may not know she is a key 
person in the area of burn injury research and focuses on scarless healing. Fiona was awarded an Order of 
Australia for her work with the Bali bombing victims. She told us about how she would not have been able to 
help others without that tireless efforts and collaboration amongst many fields and how science disciplines that 
work with the body and mind can make truly great advances in the healing process of patients.  
 
After Fiona’s riveting speech, we separated to attend the second keynote speakers for the day. We had a 
choice of four keynote speakers and I elected to go to Professor Simon Lewis’ speech  “Contacts that leave 
traces: A beginner’s guide to forensic exchange evidence”. The focus of his talk was the Locard’s Exchange 
Principle and how he and his students are developing new chemical processes to aid in collection of evidence.  
 

After a wonderful morning tea, I went to my first session, socioscientific issues.  I found it very informative 
with information that I could bring back to share with my colleagues.  The presenter took our details and later 
mailed us out reference materials that she referred to during the session. Then we were treated to lunch break 
and a chance to look at the trade booths. They had a passport for each day of the conference and we were 
required to grab 12 stamps in order to enter the draw that was held at the end of the day at Happy Hour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday was the lab technician focus day, and there were more relevant sessions to our profession.  The 
keynote for today was Dr. Ginny Ward, who is the Laboratory Technician Advisor at Science Assist.  She 
spoke on the Globally Harmonised System (GHS) in Schools. The sessions on Science Assist were very 
enlightening.  My hardest decisions when I was registering was whether to do a double session or two singles. 
There were so many great sessions offered, I thoroughly enjoyed the sessions that I chose, and hope the others 
will be offered again so I can attend some of them in future.  The day ended with another Happy Hour and I 
retired early to be fresh for the next day.   

I elected to attend the Science Breakfast and was thrilled with the three presentations that were made during it.  
The first speaker, James Miller Jones was into radio astronomy and spoke to us about Black Holes: Engines of 
the Universe.  
The second speaker was Associate Professor Ross Edwards and he spoke to use about the Secret Life of 
Smoke.  He stated, “Smoke is everywhere on your hand, in the air...”   

Our final speaker at the breakfast was Dr. Andrew Walsh. The title of his talk was “Complex Molecules in 
Space and Can We Make Beer out of them?” He stated he is a brewer at home and started scouring the skies to 
see if the right molecules could be found. The four main ingredients in beer are water, barley, hops and yeast, 
and water is common in space. He listed more things found in the brewing process such as ethanol, carbon 
dioxide, sugars, starches, proteins, esters, etc. He started looking at clouds where stars are forming, in 
particular he looked at G305, and found water and carbon dioxide in the cold dark cloud, then in the warm 
cloud he found acetylaldehyde among other compounds.  

After this was a quick trip back to the hotel and then to the conference 
dinner. It was held at Government House Ballroom. Professor Lyn Beazley 
(former chief scientist for Western Australia) spoke to us. She is such a 
terrific and enthusiastic speaker, a truly inspiring individual.  Lyn openly 
supports lab technicians and states that without them science does not work.  
I am not as much a party animal as some of the teachers, so I snuck out after 
dessert.  
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The breakfast finished on a high to make us fresh for the keynote speaker which was Professor Steven Tingay. He 
spoke to us about the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) and its precursors: the ultimate machine for astrophysics.  It 
is an international STEM project and should be completed in 2025.  He discussed with us the different types of 
instruments used in astrophysics and why radio telescopes are so important and beneficial in the advancement of 
our understanding of the universe. It was a fascinating talk where he outlined the stages of the SKA, why it is 
being built in Western Australia and the other sites chosen and how they would share the data.  He also emphasised 
that the amount of data to be collected when it comes fully online will tremendous, around 3 Terabytes per second. 
In layman’s terms one trillion bytes per second will be generated and most of this will be images to be stored.   
 
After the main keynote, the secondary keynotes and sessions began.  I enjoyed all sessions, however two sessions 
that really stood out for me on the day was ‘Living Green’ and ‘Tsunami: The Ultimate Guide – an ideal teaching 
resource’. The Living Green session was hosted by Engineers Without Borders (EWB). Austin Shen and Caitlin 
Toogood were our presenters, both are School Outreach Coordinators, and engineering students.  Engineers 
without Borders was founded in 2003.  It is a national, non-for-profit organisation.  It is not just for engineers but 
for students as well.  It is an international organisation. Within Australia, the local chapters of EWB operate the SO 
(School Outreach).  On a global level, EWB is into humanitarian engineering, which is engineering that focuses on 
helping people from constructing houses out of recycled materials to providing sustainable energy sources for 
developing countries.   
 
I put my name to be contacted by the local chapter of EWB and shared the information with my teachers.  Last 
week, we had four lovely engineering students from Monash University come and speak to one of our year 8 
classes on hydroelectricity.  The students were finishing off the unit on energy and it was a good way to give them 
an incursion, as we could not arrange for an excursion to consolidate their learning.  The presentation was geared 
where the students were given a bit of information about engineering, about hydroelectricity, warned they would 
be given a quiz at the end, and then taken through a practical activity that gave them hands on experience with 
designing a miniature hydroelectric plant.  It was very positively received.  I highly recommend that people contact 
them for further information. The contact details for the coordinator was Monique Sager, School Outreach (SO) 
Coordinator of EWB Monash University Chapter  M: +6144 995 6454 E: hso.ewb.monash@gmail.com  
W: www.ewb.org.au/ 
 
‘Tsunami: The Ultimate Guide – an ideal teaching resource was the second session that really caught my interest 
over others on the day.  It was presented by Sarah Anderson who helped to make this wonderful resource available 
and free to all.  It was made possible through Surf Life Saving Australia producing the website for the Australian 
Tsunami Advisory Group.  It was designed for easy of access, to be interactive and educating the public more on 
what Tsunamis are and how to be prepared. Within the guide are videos and images that are completely free to use.  
There is a school kit, lesson plans and curriculum mapping document to accompany the website, so that teachers 
can use the guide at different year levels and not repeat the same material to students and it is aligned to the 
Australian science curriculum.   
 
Two awards were won for its production, one was to do with the animations. Having explored the guide in the 
workshop and on my own afterwards it is clearly visible why.  Some of the chapters have eyewitness accounts, and 
extra resources on a slide near the end of the chapter.  One warning, when watching the eyewitness accounts, I 
could not help but shed a few tears at the testimonial given by Matilda Hesselev, it might be wise to have tissues 
handy for this one especially. 

After Happy Hour, a group of us laboratory technicians got together instead of pounding the pubs and went to one 
pub called the Greenhouse Perth.  It is a unique place that is made of recycled goods. The floors like old style a 
throwback to medieval times, however it is plastic crates that have been put down to reinforce the concrete.  There 
is a barrel at the front door with free compost for patrons to take home it is made from leftover food scraps on the 
roof and the furniture is recycled items as well.   

 

 

mailto:hso.ewb.monash@gmail.com
http://www.ewb.org.au/
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Fingerprint Pendant Activity continued: 

4: shape the pendant (or use a mini cookie cutter)   
 
5: use the skewer to make a hole for stringing           
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

6: press down into the clay to make a nice print    
 
7: now it's ready to bake!         
 

 

 

 

 

 

8: after the pendant has cooled you can string it:  

9: your pendant is now ready!    

 

 

 

Miranda’s notes: 

 You can source the bakeable clay from Lincraft. It’s called Fimo and is around $5 for a small block 

 The pendant string can also be sourced at spotlight 

 Use the blunt end of the skewer to make the hole, it makes it wider and easier to thread 

 Have the students work on a piece of baking paper so that they can easily transfer their pendant on 

to a baking tray 

 The flattened pendant should be no thinner than 5mm 

 Fimo takes no longer than 15-20 mins to bake at 120C and cools down to a comfortable handling 

temperature after about ten minutes  
   

Prac adapted from the www.craftycrow.net 

http://belladia.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341cc08553ef0134804385f6970c-pi
http://belladia.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341cc08553ef0133ed13596e970b-pi
http://belladia.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341cc08553ef0133ed135080970b-pi
http://belladia.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341cc08553ef0133ed1349b2970b-pi
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Deadline for next LabLines for 2016 
21st May 2015 

COPYRIGHT REMINDER 
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted for republica-
tion, and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the COPYRIGHT holder. LTAV 
retains COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications for noncommercial release should be  

addressed to editor: taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au    
 
DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed are  in “Lablines”  are not necessarily the opinions of the committee. 
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. Risk assess-
ments should be carried out before attempting same. 

 Ten of the best! (answers pg 16) 

 
1. Toothed and Baleen are both examples of what?  
2. What name was given to the 3.2 million year old Australopithecus afarensis bones found 

in Ethiopia in 1974?  
3. Mars has two moons, what are their names?  
4. Which metal is the main constituent of pewter?  
5. Which temperature has the same value in both Celsius and Fahrenheit?  
6. Which part of the brain regulates physiological stability in the body?  
7. What is commonly known as laughing gas? 
8. Which plant flavours ouzo? 
9. Which element has close to 10 million known compounds? 
10. Which blood type is called the ‘universal donor’? 

 

Source: www.peebleslab.com 

mailto:taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au
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My LABCON Scholarship Experience 2015 

I started my journey to LABCON on Wednesday the 2nd of December early in the morning by 

train. I have to say I love the internet, without it I would have been lost. I was able to plan my 

whole trip before I left which made this country girl’s trip to the city a lot less stressful. 

I attended 2 days of workshops at LABCON where I learnt a lot, had fun and came home with a 

whole lot of resources. My top 3 workshops would have to be: ”can I make it”,” who ate the cake” 

and the “Woodside Australian Science Project” (there WASP website is definitely worth having a 

look at if looking for earth science resources). There were two guest speakers - Professor Michael 

Brown who spoke about galaxies and Dr Alan Duffy who talked about the southern sky and some 

of the different stories and myths that come from ancient Greece and aboriginal astronomers. Both 

speakers were fantastic, I particularly loved the stories behind the stars though and being able to 

come home and share them with my children when we are out looking at the night sky. The 

LABCON conference dinner was held at the Victoria University Conference Centre on Flinders 

St, the food was delicious and the company was great. 

For my tour I went to the Sustainability Educational Centre in Moorabbin, it wasn’t my first 

choice of the tours but I am very happy that I ended up going there. I learnt a lot about recycling 

and the decomposing time of rubbish. I could really see how children (primary students in 

particular) would benefit greatly by visiting this centre. 

I would like to extend my many, many thanks to the LTAV for providing me with this experience, 

I thoroughly enjoyed myself and I very much appreciated the opportunity. 

Melanie Crowe 

Laboratory Technician 

Maryborough Education Centre 

The LTAV offers up to two full scholarships to LABCON each year for financial memebrs. 

These scholarships are being renamed to honour the memory of the late Peter Ellis. During his 
working life and after retirement, Peter supported many LTAV members answering technical 
questions on the Associations list serve and presenting valuable sessions at LABCON. 

Keep an eye out in a future issue of Lablines for information on how you can apply! 

Penny Tayler 
On behalf of the LTAV Comittee 
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More photos from LABCON 2015 

Dale Carroll presenting his workshop “What can I make?” photos by Harvey Edwards 

Principles and Practice mascot! 
Photo by Mary Jones 

Key note speaker Associate Professor Michael Brown 
Photo by Dale Carroll 
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Ampere, Andre Marie (1775-1836) was a French physicist who pioneered in 
electromagnetism, born near Lyons in 1775. After teaching in Lyons he moved to Bourg, as 
professor in Physics and Chemistry. In 1809 he moved to Ecole Polytechnique in Paris where 
he continued his scientific research. He was admitted to the Institut National in 1814. He 
established the relationship between electricity and magnetism and developed the science of 
electromagnetism. He developed the mathematical theory which explained the electromagnetic 
phenomena. 

Celsius, Anders (1701-1744) was a Swedish astronomer and inventor of the centigrade 
thermometer. He was born in Uppsala. He was professor of astronomy from 1730 until 1744. 
At Nurnmerg he published a collection of 316 observations about the Aurora Borealis made by 
himself and others from 1716 to 1732. In Paris he advocated the measurement of an arc of the 
meridian in Lapland. In 1742 he described the centigrade thermometer in a paper read before 
the Swedish academy of science. The centigrade scale was changed to Celsius in 1948 in 
honour of him. 

Lord Kelvin, William Thomson (1824- 1907) was a British physicist who discovered the 
second law of thermodynamics, and was the inventor of telegraphic and scientific instruments. 
He was born in Belfast, Ireland and at age 11 he entered the university of Glasgow where his 
father was Professor of Mathematics. Leaving Glasgow without a degree he went to 
Cambridge and took his degree there. Although his contributions to thermodynamics is 
regarded as his most important scientific work, it is in the field of electricity in its application 
to submarine telegraphy, he  is best known to the world at large.  He took up the idea 
suggested by W Weber, the extension of C.F Gauss’s system of absolute units of 
electromagnetism and applied the principles of energy. In 1861 he encouraged the British 
association to appoint a committee for the determination of electrical standards. 

Joule, James Prescott (1818-1889) was an English physicist who established the first law of 
thermodynamics. Except for some tuition from John Dalton he was self taught in science. In a 
long series of experiments he studied the quantitative relationship between electrical, 
mechanical and chemical effects which lead to his great discovery. Joule announced in 1843 
his mechanical equivalent of heat. 

Newton Isaac (1642-1727) was an English scientist born in Lincolnshire. He matriculated 
from Trinity College Cambridge in 1661. He started to read works of earlier scientists and 
became passionate about mathematics and astronomy. He was selected to work at Trinity in 
1664 but the plague intervened and the college closed its doors. He returned to live at home 
and invented elementary calculus. He also worked with the ideas of gravity and light. 
Returning to Cambridge in1669 as Professor of Mathematics he formulated the three laws of 
motion. In 1696 he was appointed warden of the Royal Mint. He was elected president of the 
Royal Society in 1703 until his death. He was knighted in 1705. Newton’s life was marked by 
conflict. He was given to violent rages and disputes with contemporaries. He was barred from 
being married by the fact he was a Cambridge fellow. Newton left a huge amount of 
unpublished papers on his death including a study of alchemy. 

Helen Malitz 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

There is enough DNA in an average person’s body to stretch 

from the sun to Pluto and back. 17 times! 

There are 8 times as many atoms in a teaspoon of water as 

there are teaspoons of water in the Atlantic ocean. 

An individual blood cell takes about 60 seconds to make a 

complete circuit of the body. 

Koalas sleep an average of 22 hours per day (that's 2 more 

hours than sloths!)   

The average human body carries ten times more bacterial cells 

than human cells. 

Ten of the best - Answers! 

1. Whale
2. Lucy
3. Phobos and Deimos
4. Tin (~ 90%)
5. Minus 40 degrees
6. Hypothalamus
7. Nitrous Oxide
8. Anise
9. Carbon
10. O negative
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LTAV Regional Representatives 2016 

Ballarat Region 
Carol Horsman 
Saint Patrick's College 
1431 Sturt Street 
Ballarat VIC 3350 
chorsman@stpats.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5322 4440 

Dandenong Region 
Wendy Hurle 
Narre Warren South P-12 College 
Amberly Park Drive Narre Warren South, 3805 
Tel:  9704 3374  
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Eastern/Maroondah Region 
Simone Martyn 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Geelong Region 
Sarah Daniele 
Kardinia International College 
s.daniele@kardinia.vic.edu.au
Tel: 03 5278 9999 

Gippsland Region 
Debby Butler 
Catholic College, Sale 
dbutler@ccsale.catholic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5143 9731 

Hume Region 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Cathedral college 
Wangaratta 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 04 07563614 

Kew Region 
Karen McCoy 
Genazzano FJC, Kew 
karen.mccoy@genazzano.vic.edu.au 

Loddon/Campaspe/ 
Mallee Region 
Karen Egan 
East Loddon P-12 College 
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Ph: 03 54368300 

Mornington Region 
Val Bookless 
Woodleigh School, Baxter 3911 
Tel: 5971 1108  Fax: 5971 1010 
vbookless@woodleigh.vic.edu.au 

Nillumbik/Banyule Region 
Lisa Hazelwood 
Viewbank College 
View Bank 
Tel: 94582811 Fax:9459 0512 
 lhazelwood@viewbank.vic.edu.au 

North Metro Region 
Robyn Lyons 
Copperfield College, Kings Park Junior Campus 
Kambalda Circuit , Kings Park 3021 
Tel: (03) 9365 4113  
lyons.robyn.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

North/West Metro Region 

Currently Vacant 

South Yarra/Moorabbin Region 
Margaret Wood 
Sacre Coeur 
172 Burke Road, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146 
Tel:  9835 2700  
MWood@sac.vic.edu.au  

Sunraysia Region 
Narelle Divola 
Irymple Secondary College 
975 Karadoc Ave, Irymple 3498 
Tel: 5024 5407   
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Warrnambool Region 
Leanne Baxter 
Hamilton andAlexandra College 
P O Box 286, Hamilton 3300 
Tel: 5572 1355 Fax: 5572 4998 
lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 

Wimmera/Horsham 
Jenny Gaulke 
Horsham College 
PO Box 508, Horsham  3400 
Tel: 53817100 
gaulke.jennifer.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

https://koronet.korowa.vic.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=734b7a1588dc4d6b8d0b87bd7a348206&URL=mailto%3alyons.robyn.m%40edumail.vic.gov.au
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria 
2016 Committee 

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns. 
Members are always welcome at committee meetings.  
Contact any committee member for more information. 

PRESIDENT 
MARCIA ROGERSON 
CBC St.Kilda       
Tel: (03) 9529 6611     
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 
SUZANNE THORNLEY 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College 
Tel: 9581 5246 
Thornley.suzanne.v@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SECRETARY 
CHRISTINE NOLAN 
St Michaels Grammar, St Kilda 
Tel.: 0412 163 177 
cnolan@stmichaels.vic.edu.au 
info@ltav.org.au 

TREASURER 
LYNETTE BAKER 
Assumption  College Kilmore 
Tel.: 5782 1422  
Lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au 

POLICY OFFICER 
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College 
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au 
Tel: 0438 638 859 

NATIONAL NETWORK COORD 
DALE CARROLL 
Geelong College, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5226 3136 
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au 

SETA REPRESENTATIVE 
STACEY OLDMAN 
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 03 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au

MEMBERSHIP  OFFICER 
ANNE EDWARDS 
membership@ltav.org.au  

SAFETY INFORMATION 
OFFICER 
KELLEE BALLARD 
Auburn High School 
Tel: 9804 6333 
ballard.kellee.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LIST_SERV CONTACT 
MIRANDA FORD 
The Peninsula School, Mount Eliza 3930 
Tel: 9788 7777  
mford@tps.vic.edu.au 

ANIMAL ETHICS LIAISON 
OFFICER 
GLENN CONDON 
Westbourne Grammar School 
Truganina 3029  
Tel:  9731 9444 
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 

WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV 
ADMINISTRATION 
ANNE EDWARDS 
webmaster@ltav.org.au  

LAB LINES EDITOR 
PENNY TAYLER 
Methodist Ladies’ College 
Tel: 9208 4845 
taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au 

LAB LINES DISTRIBUTION 
BARBARA BLAKE  
Elwood  College  
Tel: 9531 9566  
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2016. 
The committee will meet at CBC St. Kilda, Westbury Street, St. Kilda 

The meetings usually go from 6:30– 9:30 p.m. 
 All members of LTAV are most welcome to attend.  

26 April, 14 June, 13 Sept, 8 November and 6 December 

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Cathedral college 
Wangaratta 
Tel: 5722 2144 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 

LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER 
ANDY BAFUL 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
Tel: 9307 5558 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS 
Monash University 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com 
Tel: 0411982305 

LIZ BEECH 
Hillcrest Christian college  
500 soldiers Road Clyde North 3978 
Tel: 97077444 
elizabeth.beech@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12 
Tel:  9704 3333 
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
info@ltav.org.au  

MARY L. JONES  
Keilor Downs College,   
Keilor Downs 3038  
Tel: 9365 8000  
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SIMONE MARTYN 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

MICHAEL WINGRAVE 
mwingrave@tps.vic.edu.au 
Tel. 97887869 




