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Surprise New Student 

With half the school away on camps, our school 
was rather peaceful and quiet for a change.  Quiet 
enough for a visit from a koala.  Imagine my sur-
prise when I saw it wandering towards the door-
way to my prep room.  Our school is set on the 
side of Mt Macedon in Woodend.  Due to the 
slope  of the site,  the school is located over  
several different levels and can be rather  
maze-like to newcomers. The koala would have 
had to walk through some concrete corridors to 
get to me.  

 I mentioned what I had seen to the year 8 teacher 
next door and his class stopped.  Slowly they all 
exited the classroom to watch the calm koala  
examining his surroundings whilst he wandered 
through the garden down to the ground floor  
level, the koala was then ushered out of the  
building by the students and disappeared slowly 
into the surrounding bush.  It acted like its  
journey was an everyday occurrence.   

Perhaps I should look out that door more often! 

Janelle Gehling   
Braemar College , Woodend 
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President’s Report 

Congratulations to you!!  

Another Term down and maybe a few more grey hairs, but your reward is reached with 
two weeks out of the salt mine. Or two weeks of  no students and teachers, the radio on 
your station of preference and the only phone calls the ones you make. Whichever you 
have just had I hope that you enjoyed it. 

I must make personal public comment on the recent loss of Peter Ellis. 

What an honour it is to say that I have known such a gentleman, even in such a minor 
way and short time. Peter gave of his time, knowledge and friendship so freely and  
generously. 

The numerous donations of knowledge to the listserv were always of value and many 
times taught the non-chemistry blessed many things and always gave little tips helping 
you out with something that may have caused concern for many a moment. My copy of 
the Laboratory Arts and Recipes is a well-thumbed item in my ‘Lab Bible’. 

Peter had a fully faceted life with many aspects that made it complete. The information I 
found out enlightened me to the talents that our Peter had. Thank you Peter for         
everything you gave to us so competently and keenly. 

Some of us have been over to the west during the break and enjoyed CONASTA , which 
I will talk about later, and our northern colleagues in Queensland have had ConQEST 
during the break. It is the best time for them all to get together as many travel very long 
distances and during the term it is just not feasible for the school to be without them and 
their valuable services. 

CONASTA seems to be a mystery to many as my email of enquiry has divulged. Let me 
take a few lines to explain it as I see it. I must admit I was introduced to CONASTA via 
the 2006 LTAV scholarship that was successfully gained by myself andd Wendy 
Stevens; both of us now hooked attendees as often as well are able. 

The conference of the Australian Science Teachers’ Association (ASTA) is an annual 
event circulated around major cities of Australian states and Territories and always held 
during the holidays at the end of Term 2. 

Even though it is labelled for teachers, there is so much that Lab staff can get from the 
session and the keynote speakers are great and often overseas people who just may 
happen to be in town at the right moment. 

continued pg 4 
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There are tips, texts, “how to use” sessions, “what is this and here are some new ways to use 
it” and many more. There are even sessions particularly aimed at Primary Science which might 
just help you out. I have attended sessions on Geology that are absolutely brilliant; coming 
away with a fully printed book with pracs, worksheets for general and advanced students as 
well as the slower learners. The pracs are nothing complicated in matters, but superb in getting 
the message over for the educational outcome desired. 

I am owning up to using some of the guest speakers from CONASTA keynotes for Labcon, with 
success I will admit! You never know, there could just be more who are so happy to avail 
themselves to speak to you. 

Stacey Oldman did a super article in an edition of Lablines last year on her experience in 
Adelaide and I am sure if you hunted there would have been one in Lablines the year before 
also. I know I did an article in 2006! 

The last but almost the most important aspect; the socialising, wining (no whining) and dining. 
Networking to your hearts content, but the late nights can wear you out. The consuming of local 
culinary delights are magnificent. To quote Molly (Meldrum – sorry to those youngsters who 
don’t know who he is) – do yourself a favour and flavour in this case and get to a CONASTA in 
your tech time. 

I do hope that in 2016 the LTAV committee have a heap of letters to sort through to go off to 
the 2016 CONASTA – possibly in Darwin, but watch this space for future details. 

Good luck in term 3! 

Wendy 
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Peter Ellis

27/3/1946 – 18/5/2015

Peter started his lab teching career in the late 1960s during his 3rd year of a Diploma of Chemistry at 
the old Bendigo Technical College. He started initially doing 8 hours a week in the Physics Department 
as a “lab cadet”. The following year he was asked to fill a vacancy as a full time laboratory assistant in 
the Chemistry department. Peter discovered he had enough subjects to a gain a Certificate of 
Chemistry and not being a great theory student, although he excelled at prac, he no longer had to study 
and thus his career began. 

Peter had always had a great love of nature and science. He had been influenced by his early 
teachers, Charlie Veal in Form 3 had him growing blue copper sulphate crystals, “Foxy Fagan” 
accidentally blowing up a whole tin of sodium in form 4, and Doc Robbins collapsing a kerosene tin. 
I first met Peter when I started work as a lab assistant in 1970. He was a patient teacher showing 
this young Lab tech all the techniques and skills needed in the laboratory. Everything from fire 
polishing a glass rod, holding a bottle stopper in the crook of the little finger and replacing it,  to 
making up a standard solution and titrating, all were done with great attention to detail. Peter was 
highly regarded by the teaching staff for his skill and knowledge. 

Working with Peter was never dull. For a start he was musical and would whistle cheerily as we 
worked. In quiet times we would do a bit of work on one or other of his submissions. I was pleased 
to help with photocopying and collating. There were trips out, in lunchtime to photograph native 
flowers such as rare Duck Orchids. Peter was inclusive of anyone who was interested. There were 
the weekly counter lunches at one or other of nearby hotels, which led to quite a few Friday 
afternoon pranks. Turning on the safety shower tap as some unsuspecting person walked under the 
pipe that acted as a shower head outside in the alley, was a favourite. Another escapade was to 
enter a float, set up as an old laboratory on a trailer, in the local Easter Processsion. Luckily we 
were the last float, as Peter had installed a Kipps apparatus with iron sulphide and some acid at the 
back. As we passed people we knew in the crowd, he would turn the tap on leaving a trail of 'rotten 
egg gas' in our wake. Health and Safety was not a high priority in those days. There were many 
chemicals and materials handled then that we would not even consider using now. 

In 1981 Peter moved to Flora Hill High School and learnt to prepare for Biology classes. He spent 
11 years there before returning to the Technical College, which had gone through several name 
changes to be the Bendigo College of Advanced Education and later became part of LaTrobe 
University. We worked together again there for a few years before I moved to Sunbury. After 9 years 
he returned again to Flora Hill before spending the last few years of his lab tech career at Bendigo 
Senior Secondary. In his early years at Flora Hill he contributed a few hints to Lablines including his 
sequential order of cleaning glassware. Peter presented his "Laboratory Arts and Recipes" 
workshop at Labcon for 4 years and joined our lab techs list about 2009. He received the Susannah 
Larrit Award in 2010 for his advice and information to his colleagues. 

As a student, Peter, influenced by his old Analytical Chem teacher Redvers Eddy, a renowned 
ornithologist,  joined the local Field Naturalists club. Peter was an avid, excellent nature 
photographer, particularly of wild flowers. He went on to become Secretary  of the Club in 1970 and 
helped map the entire Whipstick area and Kamarooka Forest for rare plants, dominant species, 
mallee fowl nests, eucalyptus distillation sites, puddling machines, historic pubs etc. He led many 
groups and tours through the whipstick over the years.  
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An early environmentalist, Peter was active in writing submissions to have the Whipstick conserved, 
eventually as a National Park. Peter was a great writer and made several submissions  for successful 
land buybacks for the Whipstick Park as well as successful submissions to save Salomen’s Gully Flora 
reserve next to the Bendigo cemetary, with its last stands of Bendigo wax flower and Jackass Flat Flora 
Reserve. He was responsible for the identification of a couple of new species of plants. 

One of Peter's long standing loves was dancing and the associated music - ballroom dancing initially 
and later Colonial and Bush Dancing. A very good dancer, Peter taught Deb sets over the years and 
“called” sets at Bush dances. He was a talented musician playing Concertina, button Accordian, Mouth 
Organ, Tin Whistle and Mandolin. He joined the Wedderburn Oldtimers in 1979 and formed his own Emu 
Creek Bush Band in 1983. Over the years he became a collector of music, folklore and dance, making 
recordings of music and interviews and writing books. He donated the "Ellis Collection" to the National 
Library. He received an OAM in 2014 for his services to Australian Folk Music and Dance.

Through all his interests Science, Photography, Conservation, Dance and Music, Peter showed com-
mittment and passion. A conservationist and historian at heart, he realised the need to record and pre-
serve,  whether it be plants, the environment, or music and dance for  future generations. He generously 
shared his wealth of knowledge and was one of the best teachers I have come across. 

He will be greatly missed by his family and many friends. 

Thank you to Judy Hasse and Sue Treloar for preparing this wonderful tribute and supplying photos. 
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Science Themed morning tea ideas 

        Science cookies Atomic cupcakes 

Periodic table cupcakes 

The theme for Science Week this year is — LIGHT 

If you run a lunchtime Science Club or are charged with setting up some student 
activities why not try some of these: 

 Making kaleidoscopes 

 Prisms and light refraction - make a rainbow! 

 Disappearing glass rods - place a glass rod in a beaker of silicone oil 
         (note: vegetable oil, glycerol and baby oil could be substituted) 
 Bending light in water 

 Colour change UV beads 

 Making spectroscopes 

 Glow sticks 

 Colourful bubbles 
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Ten of the best! (answers pg 14)

1. What is the name of the world’s heaviest insect?
2. True or False? Quinine is used to treat cholera.
3. Which animal is associated with the constellation Canis Majora?
4. Which fruit can only be eaten when cooked?
5. What is the largest type of seaweed?
6. What is the more technical name for the so-called ‘bionic ear’?
7. Which poisonous plant is used to produce a powerful heart medicine?
8. Where in the body is the Fovea centralis found?
9. Calcium sulphate is more commonly known as what?
10. In what form might you have live bacteria lactobacilli in your fridge?
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Each group of four or five will need: 

6 cups white sugar 
2 cups water 
Food colouring  
Flavourings (optional)  
Saucepan 
Wooden spoon 
Paper plate  

Each student in the group will 
need: 

Plastic cup  
Clothes peg  
Skewer  
Small piece of foil to cover the top of 

METHOD: 
1. Pour the water in to your saucepan and heat until it boils on the hotplate.
2. Add a small amount of sugar – around a handful – and stir to dissolve.
3. Keep adding sugar in small amounts and add more as each lot dissolves, stirring the

whole time. Use up all the sugar.
4. Once all the sugar has been added and dissolved, keep stirring until the mixture

boils. It will look thick and cloudy.
5. Remove the saucepan from the heat and allow it to cool for at least 25 minutes.

Meanwhile sprinkle some sugar on to a paper plate.
6. While the solution is cooling, each member of the group needs to prepare a skewer

stick and their cup. Dip your skewer stick in the cooling mixture, and try to coat at
least half of it. CAUTION: the sugar water is very hot, use the wooden spoon to help
coat it. Roll your skewer in the sugar on the paper plate so that the sugar sticks to
the wet skewer. Leave the skewer on the plate to dry while you each prepare your
cup. These sugar crystals give your candy something to grow on.

This activity can be used with Year 5s to tie in with their solids, liquids and gases unit . 
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7. Choose a colour for your candy, and add 20-30 drops to your empty cup. If you want a
colour other than the standard ones, use the information below to create it:
ORANGE – Red: 14 drops and Yellow: 7 drops
PURPLE – Red: 15 drops and Blue: 5 drops
PINK – Red: 15 drops and Blue: 1 drop
WHITE – No colouring

8. Choose a flavour for your candy if you want one, and add HALF A CAPFUL to your
cup.

9. AFTER THE SUGAR MIXTURE HAS COOLED, pour it all equally in to each of the
group’s cups. If the mixture is too hot, the sugar on the skewer will dissolve and the
candy won’t grow as well.

10. Cover your cup with a small piece of foil – this is to prevent bugs from getting in.
11. With your dried sugar-covered skewer, carefully make a whole in the middle of the   foil

that is wide enough for the skewer to pass through, being careful not to knock off the 
sugar. 

12. Position your skewer in the mixture so that it is not touching the sides or base of the
cup.  

13. Attach the peg to the skewer and rest it on top of the cup, so that it holds the skewer
in place. 

14. Write your name on a piece of paper and place with your cup on the side bench where
it will grow undisturbed for the next week. You are welcome to drop by during lunch and 
recess to check on its progress, but remember DON’T TOUCH! 

15. AFTER ONE WEEK: gently remove the skewer and pour out the liquid. Leave the
skewer and candy to dry on a paper plate. You can either eat it now or take it home.

[Ed note—But no eating in the lab!] 

ENJOY !!! 

Miranda Ford 
The Peninsula School 
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Deadline for next LabLines for 2015 
21st August 2015 

COPYRIGHT REMINDER 
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted for republica-
tion, and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the COPYRIGHT holder. LTAV 
retains COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications for noncommercial release should be  
addressed to editor: taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au   and leishman.leonie.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed are  in “Lablines”  are not necessarily the opinions of the committee. 
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. Risk assess-
ments should be carried out before attempting same. 

Thoughts from a Labcon attendee 

I was one of the happy recipients to a Scholarship for Labcon 2014. 

First of all I would like to thank all those responsible for their hard work in setting up the whole 
Labcon experience, the committee for enabling us to apply for scholarships, and fellow Lab 
Techs for being such a friendly and enthusiastic group of people. 

I thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience, I could have sat through a whole day of Leonie's 
Survival 101 - the session was not long enough for me or several of those around me - per-
haps we should have a full day of PD where hints and tips are swapped, I know I would love it. 
Ivana's enthusiasm for her Crime scene set-up was catching, it was wonderful watching some-
one so passionate about her work. I enjoyed Dr Karls talk "Game of Knowns" though I mostly 
remember his stories about the car and 3D printers and his loud shirts haha.  

It was a pleasant surprise to discover that the very friendly group I met on my way into the Din-
ner and then sat with, included the other recipients of Scholarships, they were lovely and so 
happy to be able to attend LabCon. The meal was delicious and it was great to put some faces 
to names that were familiar through the list serve. 

Day 2 was a lot of info about paperwork for me, so informative but not as much fun as the oth-
er sessions (sorry to the presenters, but there is only so much you can do to make Risk As-
sessments or budgets sound exciting). I found the stall holders to be very friendly and eager to 
chat without being too pushy re their products, and was also lucky enough to win one of the 
door prizes!  

The Aquarium was another highlight and again I met some lovely people who happily shared 
their day with me, I enjoyed watching everyone interact and hearing their reactions to different 
exhibits, my personal favourites were the Sea Horses, but watching one mum and her child 
looking at the Giant Cockroaches was also quite amusing. 

I would encourage anyone who can to make their way to Labcon and to take advantage of the 
tours too, it was most definitely the highlight of my year. 

Donna Lavery 
Ararat College 
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Making a Drosophila Carbon Dioxide Anaesthetise Kit 
Sue Treloar, Bendigo Senior Secondary College 

Items required 
 1 x Specimen jar with lid
 1 x single hole rubber stopper and

drill bit to match 
 1 x length of soft flexible fish tank

tubing 
 1 x long thin narrow pipette tip
 1 x short pipette to use as a joiner
 Tape
 Sticky printed label

Assembly 
 Drill hole into centre of specimen jar lid with matching size drill bit to rubber stopper
 Cut tubing to length and push one end over the narrow end of small pipette tip as far

as possible 
 Thread the other end of the tubing through the hole in the narrow end of stopper until

you reach the end of the pipette tip  
 Push the pipette tip into the stopper firmly to secure in place
 Push the stopper into the hole of your lid with the tubing outside
 Tape the other end of the tubing to the long narrow pipette tip
 Place printed label onto container

Your anaesthetize kit is now ready to use. 

Tip: You can use recycled 100mL measuring cylinder bases as Drosophila tube holders 
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Don’t tell me, it’s a… 

Answer next issue! 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 Scientists finally concluded that the chicken came first, not the 
egg, because the protein which makes egg shells is only 
produced by hens.  

 It only takes 6 minutes for brain cells to react to alcohol.  

 Every time a woodpecker's beak hits a tree, its head is subject 
to 1,000 times the force of gravity.  

Ten of the best - Answers! 

1. Goliath Beetle or Elephant Beetle
2. False (it is used to treat malaria)
3. Dog
4. Plantain
5. Giant kelp
6. Cochlear implant
7. Foxglove (digitalis)
8. The eye
9. Plaster of Paris
10. Yoghurt
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Expressions of interest are called for  
Regional Representative for the Gippsland Region.   
Please contact Wendy Hurle on 9704 3374 if you 

are interested. 

LTAV Regional Representatives 2015 
Ballarat Region 
Carol Horsman 
Saint Patrick's College 
1431 Sturt Street 
Ballarat VIC 3350 
chorsman@stpats.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5322 4440 
 Dandenong Region 
Wendy Hurle 
Narre Warren South P-12 College 
Amberly Park Drive Narre Warren South, 
3805 
Tel:  9704 3374  
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Eastern/Maroondah Region 
Simone Martyn 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Geelong Region 
Sarah Daniele 
Kardinia International College 
s.daniele@kardinia.vic.edu.au  
Tel: 03 5278 9999 

Gippsland Region 
Currently vacant 

Hume Region 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Cathedral college 
Wangaratta 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 04 07563614 

Kew Region 
Karen McCoy 
Genazzano FJC  
karen.mccoy@genazzano.vic.edu.au  

Loddon/Campaspe/ 
Mallee Region 
Karen Egan 
East Loddon P-12 College 
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Ph: 03 54368300 

Mornington Region 
Val Bookless 
Woodleigh School, Baxter 3911 
Tel: 5971 1108  Fax: 5971 1010 
vbookless@woodleigh.vic.edu.au 

Nillumbik/Banyule Region 
Lisa Hazelwood 
Viewbank College 
View Bank 
Tel: 94582811 Fax:9459 0512 
 lhazelwood@viewbank.vic.edu.au  
North Metro Region 
Robyn Lyons 
Copperfield College, Kings Park Junior 
Campus 
Kambalda Circuit , Kings Park 3021 
Tel: (03) 9365 4113  
lyons.robyn.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

North/West Metro Region 
Glenn Condon 
Westbourne Grammar School 
300 Sayers Road, Truganina 3029 
Tel: 9731 9444 Fax: 9360 9102  
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 

South Yarra/Moorabbin Region 
Margaret Wood 
Sacre Coeur 
172 Burke Road, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146 
Tel:  9835 2700  
MWood@sac.vic.edu.au  

Sunraysia Region 
Narelle Divola 
Irymple Secondary College 
975 Karadoc Ave, Irymple 3498 
Tel: 5024 5407   
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Warrnambool Region 
Leanne Baxter 
Hamilton andAlexandra College 
P O Box 286, Hamilton 3300 
Tel: 5572 1355 Fax: 5572 4998 
lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 

Wimmera/Horsham 
Jenny Gaulke 
Horsham College 
PO Box 508, Horsham  3400 
Tel: 53817100 
gaulke.jennifer.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria 
2015 Committee 

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns. 
Members are always welcome at committee meetings.  

Contact any committee member for more information. 

PRESIDENT 
WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12 
Tel:  9704 3333 
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
info@ltav.org.au  

VICE PRESIDENT 
MARCIA ROGERSON 
CBC St.Kilda               
Tel: (03) 9529 6611        
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

SECRETARY 
CHRISTINE NOLAN 
St Michaels Grammar, St Kilda 
Tel.: 0412 163 177 
cnolan@stmichaels.vic.edu.au 

TREASURER 
LYNETTE BAKER 
Assumption  College Kilmore 
Tel.: 5782 1422  
Lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au 

POLICY OFFICER 
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College 
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au 
Tel: 0438 638 859 

NATIONAL NETWORK COORD 
DALE CARROLL 
Geelong College, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5226 3136 
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au 

SETA REPRESENTATIVE 
STACEY OLDMAN 
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 03 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au

MEMBERSHIP  OFFICER 
ANNE EDWARDS 
membership@ltav.org.au  

SAFETY INFORMATION 
OFFICER 
AILEEN LITTLE 
Caulfield Grammar School 
(Wheelers Hill Campus) 
Tel:  8526 5213 
aileenlittle@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au 

LIST_SERV CONTACT 
MIRANDA FORD 
The Peninsula School, Mount Eliza 
3930 
Tel: 9788 7777  
mford@tps.vic.edu.au 

ANIMAL ETHICS LIAISON 
OFFICER 
GLENN CONDON 
Westbourne Grammar School 
Truganina 3029  
Tel:  9731 9444 
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 

WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV  
ADMINISTRATION 
ANNE EDWARDS 
webmaster@ltav.org.au  

LAB LINES EDITORS 
LEONIE LEISHMAN 
Cranbourne East Secondary College 
Tel: 5990 0200 
leishman.leonie.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

PENNY TAYLER 
Methodist Ladies’ College 
Tel: 9208 4845 
taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au 

LAB LINES DISTRIBUTION 
BARBARA BLAKE  
Elwood  College  
Tel: 9531 9566  
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2015. 
The committee will meet at CBC St. Kilda, Westbury Street, St. Kilda 

The meetings usually go from 6:00– 9:30 p.m. 
 All members of LTAV are most welcome to attend.  

9 June, 28 July, 8 Sept, 13 October, 17 Nov and 8 Dec 

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Cathedral college 
Wangaratta 
Tel: 5722 2144 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.
au 

LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER 
ANDY BAFUL 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
Tel: 9307 5558 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS 
Monash University 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com  
Tel: 0411982305 

MARY L. JONES  
Keilor Downs College,   
Keilor Downs 3038  
Tel: 9365 8000  
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SIMONE MARTYN 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SUZANNE THORNLEY 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College 
Tel: 9581 5246 
admin@ltav.org.au 

MICHAEL WINGRAVE 
mwingrave@tps.vic.edu.au 
Tel. 97887869 

KELLEE BALLARD 
Auburn High School 
Tel: 9804 6333 
ballard.kellee.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LIZ BEECH 
Hillcrest Christian college  
500 soldiers Road Clyde North 3978 
Tel: 97077444 
elizabeth.beech@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 




