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LABCON 2016 

Once again we say goodbye to another successful LABCON, there were lots of informative sessions and 

exhibitor booths, and plenty of delicious food! 

Head to Page 6 for more highlights and photos from the conference. 

Participants enjoying a session with Harvey Edwards on microscope maintenance. Photo: P Tayler 



Lablines  December 2016 

page  2 

Table of Contents 

President’s Report 3 

Disposal of human skeletal remains 4 

Electromagnetic train 5 

LABCON 2016 - highlights and photos 6 

LABCON 2016 - In Pictures! 9 

From the archives - November 2006 10 

Ten of the Best 11 

Did you know? 12 

Membership form 13 

LTAV publications 14 

Regional representatives for 2016 15 

Committee members for 2016 16 

Deadline for next Lablines for 2017 
21st February 2017 

COPYRIGHT REMINDER 
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted for  
republication, and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the COPYRIGHT 
holder. LTAV retains COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications for noncommercial  
release should be addressed to editor:  boys.jessica.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed are  in “Lablines”  are not necessarily the opinions of the committee. 
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. Risk 
assessments should be carried out before attempting same. 
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President’s Report 

The end of 2016 is almost upon us, VCE students have completed their 
exams, and for some of us we can see that the end of the school year is 
nearly here and the holidays are within our sights. 

LABCON2016 was a great success. Thank you to all of those people who 
presented and the delegates that attended. We have had a lot of positive 
feedback.  I hope you will continue to network with the new colleagues that 
you met and implement the knowledge that you have gained from 
attending. I’d like to thank Marg Scarlett our Conference Manager and her 
trusty helper-elves. They do a superb job each year. 

At my workplace, there will be NO students from Friday, December 2
nd

, this 
is a great opportunity to do those odd tasks that have been waiting to be 
completed all year. Stocktake of chemicals, check and replenish equipment 
in classrooms, organise plants to be watered, pet sitters for the fish, turtles, 
stick insects and the axolotls! 

Please don’t forget to get your LTAV membership sent off early next year so 
you can enjoy reading your Lablines magazine in colour. 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank the LTAV committee for their 
work throughout 2016 and I look forward to planning another eventful year 
with you. 

Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year to you all. 

Marcia Rogerson 
LTAV President  
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Disposal of human skeletal remains 

I rang the Coroners Court for direction on how to dispose of our old Human skeleton. I explained that 
it had been an Indian boy from India and possibly obtained by the school in the days before plastic 
skeletons were available (the Senior Campus is over 100 years old!). I also explained that we wanted 
to dispose of it legally and with no follow up problems with the police, and that we wanted to do so in 
a respectful way, treating the skeleton with dignity. 

The Coroners Court staff member I spoke to was very pleasant and checked with her manager and on 
to the Coroner. The Coroner was delighted and said that they do not get an opportunity like this very 
often. They would be very pleased to receive it and their students would use it in their learning. They 
told me that they would clean it up, restore it (as it had fallen apart), and keep it in their anatomy 
department. I boxed it up in two large boxes, in a dignified way, with newspaper between each layer 
of the bones and marked it Fragile, Handle with Care, complete with the name of the appropriate 
person at the Coroners Court and address of Coroners Court. Originally they were just going to book a 
taxi to collect it but then changed their mind and sent their courier to collect it from our school. 

If any other schools have any human bone items or skeletons they wish to dispose of this may be of 
interest to them. 

Michele Warren 
Sunshine College 

Editors note: The phone number for the Coroners Court of Victoria is 1300 309 519 
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Electromagnetic train 

You will need: 

 

 

 

 

AAA battery 
Neodynium magnets (one pair) 
Copper wire 
Dowel or rod to make the coil 

Wind the copper wire around the dowel or rod to make a coil. The coil must be only slightly larger in 
diameter than your battery and magnets. Place a magnet on either end of the battery and insert into 
the coil, the ‘train’ will move through the coil seemingly on its own!

How does it work? 
In this project, the neodymium magnets on the ends of the battery create a bar magnet with a north 
pole and a south pole.   
When you put the train inside the coils, it causes an electrical current to flow through the copper 
wire, which creates a magnetic field in the section of wire coils right around the train car.   
This magnetic field has its own north and south poles, which push the train along the track.   

You’ll notice that the train will only run one direction because of its magnetic poles. 

This experiment was one of the demos during a Prof Bunsen session at LABCON, but many 
variations can be found with a quick Google search and some Youtube videos. 

Penny Tayler 
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LABCON 2016 

Once again we farewell another successful LABCON, held 21st—23rd November in the 
Melbourne Graduate School of Education at the University of Melbourne. 

Monday started with a welcome from the LTAV President, Marcia Rogerson, before delegates 
dispersed for their allocated workshop sessions. 

Monday afternoon brought the LTAV Committee AGM where the new committee was sworn 
in. Welcome to our two new committee members Jessica Boys and Cath Whelan. 

Following the AGM we were treated to a fantastic keynote presentation by Drew Berry, a 
biomedical animator from the Walter and Eliza Hall Institute in Melbourne. Drew took us 
through how he makes the animations, taught us a little bit about malaria (sorry Drew, no 
sympathy for the mozzies here!), then showed us the music video animation he prepared for 
the Icelandic songstress Bjork! 

Monday concluded with the conference dinner, held at 
the IBIS in Melbourne. A fabulous time was had by all, 
with much fun, frivolity, and dancing. 

Carl Ahlers aka Prof Bunsen demonstrating      Therese Graham and her selection of goodies for 
the Newtons Apple.       her workshop on plant tissue culture  

Conference attendees at dinner. Photo: Sue Treloar 
Everyone’s favourite conference puppy, Wilkie, 
enjoying a dance with Dale. Photo: Mary Jones 
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Tuesday morning started with a few sore heads, and another exceptional keynote presentation. 
Dr Erich Fitzgerald from museum Victoria entertained us all with his presentation titled 
“Working with Whales: Alive, Dead and Very Dead”. 

The day was filled with helpful and informative workshops, and during the afternoon tea break 
the following delegates won prizes in the exhibitor Passport competition:   

iPad, Prize from LTAV - Rebecca Leibhardt - Kingswood College 

Cleanaway -Janusz Grochocki - Point Cook Senior Secondary College 

Water Purifier - Julie Natalizio - Shepparton High School 

Prize from Cider House - Sarah Isaac - Staughton College 

Prize from Principles and Practice - Christa van Aarndt - Simonds Catholic College 

Prize from LTAV (White wine) -Stacey Oldman - Melbourne Graduate School of Education 

Prize from LTAV (Red wine) - Era Gonzales - Killester College 

Congratulations to you all. 

During the dinner  there were some presentations of awards. The Susannah Larratt Award was 
presented to John Eddy, who has served as the sole lab tech at Koo Wee Rup Secondary College 
for 35 years! 
The Distinguished Service Awards were presented to Helen Whatman and Danuta Kasinska-
Tessari (in absentia) for their past service to the LTAV committee. 

John Eddy accepting the Susannah Larratt Award from 
Wendy Hurle. Photo: Mary Jones 
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On Wednesday, the final day of the conference, there were three workshops or tours for delegates to choose 
from. All were very well attended! 

Tour WT1 was a tour of the Bio21 Institute in Parkville. Participants were taken through the Platform 
Technology facilities including the state-of-the-art Advanced Microscopy Facility. 

Tour WT2 was a look behind the scenes at Melbourne Museum. Delegates were treated to a rare back-of-
house tour with the Live Exhibits team. 

Workshop WW3 was run by the team from Chemwatch, and showed participants through the GoldFFX 
program. There was a focus on using the program in schools and using the labeling feature. 

Keep an eye out for the dates for next years LABCON conference, which will once again contain a broad selection 
of sessions and keynote presenters. There really is something for everyone at LABCON! 

Museum exhibit (above) and one of the many live exhibits (below) 
Photos: Mary Jones 



Lablines  December 2016 

page  9 

LABCON 2016 - In Pictures! 

Building a battery powered car with Prof Bunsen Fun with Food, presented by Kellee Ballard 

Conference dinner... ...and dancing! 

Attendees at Therese Graham’s plant tissue culture 
workshop 

Full house! 
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From the archives - Lablines November 2006 

In this issue we also said goodbye to Pluto, as it had been reclassified as a Dwarf Planet in Au-
gust of 2006. 

Some Pluto facts: 

Pluto was discovered in 1930 by Clyde W Tombaugh and named after the Greek God of the 
underworld. 

Pluto has three moons; Charon, Nix, and Hydra. 
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Ten of the best! (answers pg 12)

1. True or False? A human child has fewer bones than an adult.

2. What is the worlds largest amphibian?

3. Where are a cricket’s ears located?

4. How many hours, on average, does a koala sleep in a day?

5. Do starfish have a brain?

6. What are the four lobes of the human brain?

7. What is studied in Forensic Palynology?

8. Which planet has the highest surface temperature?

9. What did Alfred Nobel invent in 1866?

10. How many chromosomes does a human have?
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 The average human body carries ten times more bacterial cells than human  

cells. 

 An individual blood cell takes about 60 seconds to make a complete circuit 

of the body 

Ten of the best - Answers! 

1. False, an adult has fewer bones than a child due to bones fusing during development
2. Giant Salamander
3. Front legs, just below the knee
4. 22!
5. No
6. Frontal, parietal, temporal, occipital
7. Pollen and spores
8. Venus
9. Dynamite

10. 46

Goodbye from the Editor 

This will be my last issue as Editor of Lablines, after two years at the helm. 

Thanks to those who have submitted articles, pictures, and handy hints over the last two years, 
without submissions we couldn’t have a magazine! I encourage all of you to consider submitting 
content to future issues of Lablines, particularly now that we are moving to a colour publication. 
All of those pictures of prac set-ups and Science Week morning teas will look even better in 
colour! 

I would like to welcome Jessica Boys as the new Editor of Lablines, and I look forward to seeing 
the publication develop under her editorship. Please email any submissions to her at 
boys.jessica.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 

I will shortly be moving back to New Zealand to be closer to family, and returning to industry as a 
Forensic Toxicologist. I will certainly miss the school environment (and the holidays!) but am 
looking forward to returning to my analytical roots. 

Happy Lab Teching! 

Penny Tayler 

http://ltav.org.au/mailman/options/list_ltav.org.au/boys.jessica.j--at--edumail.vic.gov.au
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LTAV Regional Representatives 2016 

Ballarat Region 
Carol Horsman 
Saint Patrick's College 
Ballarat  3350 
chorsman@stpats.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5322 4440 

Dandenong Region 
Wendy Hurle 
Narre Warren South P-12 College 
Amberly Park Drive Narre Warren South, 3805 
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel:  9704 3374  

Eastern/Maroondah Region 
Simone Martyn 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Geelong Region 
Sarah Daniele 
Kardinia International College 
s.daniele@kardinia.vic.edu.au
Tel: 03 5278 9999

Gippsland Region 
Debby Butler 
Catholic College, Sale 
dbutler@ccsale.catholic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5143 9731 

Hume Region 
Therese Graham 
Cathedral College 
Wangaratta 
tgraham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5722 2144 

Kew Region 
Karen McCoy 
Genazzano FJC, Kew 
karen.mccoy@genazzano.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 8862 1000 

Loddon/Campaspe/ 
Mallee Region 
Karen Egan 
East Loddon P-12 College 
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 03 54368300 

Mornington Region 
Hamida Lufti 
McClelland College, Frankston 3199 
lufti.hamida.h@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 9789 4544 

Nillumbik/Banyule Region 
Jackie Hamlet 
Diamond Valley College, Diamond Creek 3089 
hamlet.jackie.a@edumail.vic.gov.au  
Tel: 9438 1411 

North and North/West Metro Region 
Mary L Jones  

Keilor Downs College,  Keilor Downs 3038 
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 9365 8000  

Andy Baful 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 9307 5558 

South Yarra/Moorabbin Region 

Currently Vacant

Sunraysia Region 
Narelle Divola 
Irymple Secondary College,Irymple 3498 
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 5024 5407   

Warrnambool Region 
Leanne Baxter 
Hamilton and Alexandra College, Hamilton 
3300 lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 5572 1355  

Wimmera/Horsham 
Susan Bell 
Dimboola Memorial Secondary College 
Dimboola 3414 
bell.susan.joy@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Otway Region 
Janette Horvath 
Lorne-Aireys Inlet P-12 College, Lorne 3232 
horvath.janette.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 5289 1585 
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria 
2016 Committee 

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns. 
Members are always welcome at committee meetings.  
Contact any committee member for more information. 

PRESIDENT 
MARCIA ROGERSON 
CBC St.Kilda        
Tel: (03) 9529 6611     
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

VICE PRESIDENT 
SUZANNE THORNLEY 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College 
Tel: 9581 5246 
Thornley.suzanne.v@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SECRETARY 
CHRISTINE NOLAN 
St Michaels Grammar, St Kilda 
Tel.: 0412 163 177 
cnolan@stmichaels.vic.edu.au 
info@ltav.org.au 

TREASURER 
LYNETTE BAKER 
Assumption  College Kilmore 
Tel.: 5782 1422  
Lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au 

POLICY OFFICER 
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College 
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au 
Tel: 0438 638 859 

NATIONAL NETWORK 
COORDINATOR 
DALE CARROLL 
Geelong College, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5226 3136 
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au 

SETA REPRESENTATIVE 
STACEY OLDMAN 
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 03 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au

LAB LINES EDITOR 
PENNY TAYLER 
Methodist Ladies’ College 
Tel: 9208 4845 
taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au 

LAB LINES DISTRIBUTION 
BARBARA BLAKE  
Elwood  College  
Tel: 9531 9566  
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS 
Monash University 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com 
Tel: 0411982305 

LIZ BEECH 
Hillcrest Christian College  
500 soldiers Road Clyde North 3978 
Tel: 97077444 
elizabeth.beech@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 

WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12 
Tel:  9704 3333 
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
info@ltav.org.au  

MARY L. JONES  
Keilor Downs College,   
Keilor Downs 3038  
Tel: 9365 8000  
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SIMONE MARTYN 
Melba College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2017.
The committee will meet at CBC St. Kilda, Westbury Street, St. Kilda 

The meetings usually go from 6:30– 9:00 p.m.
 All members of LTAV are most welcome to attend. 

The first 2017 meeting will be held on Tuesday 21st Feb, further dates in Lablines next year.

MEMBERSHIP  OFFICER 
ANNE EDWARDS 
membership@ltav.org.au 

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Cathedral College 
Wangaratta 
Tel: 5722 2144 
tgraham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 

LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER 
ANDY BAFUL 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
Tel: 9307 5558 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SAFETY INFORMATION 
OFFICER 
KELLEE BALLARD 
Auburn High School 
Tel: 9804 6333 
ballard.kellee.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LIST_SERV CONTACT 
PENNY TAYLER 
Methodist Ladies’ College 
Tel: 9208 4845 
taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au 

ANIMAL ETHICS LIAISON OFFICER 
GLENN CONDON 
Westbourne Grammar School 
Truganina 3029  
Tel:  9731 9444 
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 

WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV 
ADMINISTRATION 
ANNE EDWARDS 
webmaster@ltav.org.au 


