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LABCON 2015 was held at a new venue this year, the Melbourne Graduate School of Education which is 
part of the University of Melbourne.  
It was a jam packed two days with a number of new and repeat workshops, and plenty of exhibitor  stands 
with fun new products. We all had a chance to catch up with old friends, make new ones, and finally put 
faces to some familiar names. 

The new committee was also elected during the AGM on Wednesday 2nd December. 

See page 4 for a thorough run-down on the days’ events! 
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COPYRIGHT REMINDER 
Articles for publishing in “Lablines” should not have been published elsewhere excepting that, all articles submitted for republication, 
and any published material quoted in any article, be accompanied by a signed release from the COPYRIGHT holder. LTAV retains 
COPYRIGHT on articles that are published in “Lablines”. Written applications for noncommercial release should be  
addressed to editor: taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au    

DISCLAIMER 
The views expressed are  in “Lablines”  are not necessarily the opinions of the committee. 
There is no responsibility taken for the results of any experiments published in “Lablines” and replicated elsewhere. Risk assess-
ments should be carried out before attempting same. 

Editorial 

We have finally made it to the end of the year, and a busy one at that. 

In this issue you will find some highlights and pictures from the recent LABCON 2015 conference, along with 
some recent Regional goings on! 

As always, this publication relies on YOUR submissions so please send and tips, pictures, experiments or 
interesting bits of info through to me. Even a couple of sentences or short paragraphs is good! 

I hope you have enjoyed Lablines this year and I look forward to bringing new and interesting content to you in 
2016. 

Penny Tayler 
Lablines Editor 
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President’s Report 

Final President’s report for 2015 

Another one bites the dust... so go the words to a great musical treat of the past – well, in my mind anyway. 

It is also true for the year of 2015. I hope that yours has been full of wonderful moments that outnumber the not 
so wonderful moments. I know that we all have both. 

This year has simply flown past for me as I have been busy in my personal life as well as professional. 
The sharing of time, information, anecdotes, comical material – thanks Shane for your PP each week – and the 
tearing of hair out all combine to make life. 

I hope that you have had a good year full of some of the same from the past, but also some of the new – 
goodness knows what may come our way in 2016 with changes in courses in some VCE subjects. Ah yes, more 
challenges. 

I do hope that you had a great LABCON – I hope that that is the correct tense for when this copy of Lablines 
reaches you. 

Remember that your LTAV Committee are offering two scholarships to CONASTA in July holidays next year. 
It is to be held in Queensland – oh July in warmer weather than Melbourne has at that time of year – I hope to 
be there. It is during the first week of our school holidays, so don’t worry, the lab won’t be any messier than 
when you left it. 

Please watch your copies of Lablines next year to get all the info, but it covers air fares, accommodation & 
conference registration & more. All you have to do is apply and then you are in with a greater chance than if 
you don’t. 

Enjoy your holiday break, whatever you will do during that time. I look forward to reading you on the listserv 
and meeting you at different functions. 

All the best 
Wendy Hurle 
LTAV President 

PS. Don’t forget to send off your 2106 LTAV membership asap – before the funds for the department 
disappear. 

Wendy delivering her welcome address at LABCON 2015 
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LABCON 2015

We were fortunate to have some excellent 
keynote speakers for our conference. The first 
session was presented by Associate Professor 
Michael Brown who talked about observation 
of galaxies and technology advances. 

Dr Alan Duffy gave a very interesting talk on 
how ancient civilisations including Greek and 
Aboriginal observes and interpreted 
constellations and how that relates to modern 
Astrophysics. 

A late addition to the program was Maria 
James from VCAA, who spoke about the new 
VCE study design and the impact this may 
have on lab techs. 

The Conference Dinner was held on 
Wednesday night at Victoria University on 
Flinders Street, just a short tram ride from the 
conference venue. 

During the dinner a number of awards were 
presented. 

The Susannah Larratt  award is presented to a 
laboratory technician who has made a 
significant contribution to the role of Victorian 
educational laboratory technicians. 

This year’s recipient is Aileen Little, who has 
been a committee member from 2008 - 
present, in recognition for her work as the 
LTAV Safety Officer. 

LABCON 2015 was held 2-4 December at the Melbourne Graduate School of Education, handily 
located in the Melbourne CBD. 

Dr Alan Duffy 

Conference Dinner attendees 
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There were also a number of Distinguished Service 
Awards presented, the recipients are as follows: 

Janet Butt - Wodonga Senior Secondary College 
Janet held office as the Regional Rep for the Hume 
Region from 1999 - 2010. 

Margaret Ekins 
Margaret held office between 1985 and 1991 and her 
roles included Vice President and Regional Rep. 

Sue Webb 
Sue has been the Regional Rep for Gippsland since 
2003. 

Helen Barton 
Helen held office between 1991-1994 and 2008-2009 
and her roles included President, Vice President and 
Regional Rep. 

Congratulations to all for their achievements. 

During the conference the attendees were busy visiting Exhibitor Stands to get their LABCON 2015 
Passports stamped or signed.  Some of our exhibitors generously donated prizes for the draw on 
Thursday during the afternoon tea break. The prize winners are as follows: 

 iPad mini - donated by LTAV, won by Celia Ruiz 

 One year membership to RiskAssess - donated by Phillip and Eva Crisp from Ecosolve 
Australia, won by Jan Beasley 

 Elementis game (strictly limited edition!) - donated by Harvey Edwards from Principles and 
Practice, won by Hanisafari Achmad 

 Hamper - donated by Westlab, won by Heather Atkins 

 Hamper - donated by Science Supply, won by Evelyn Moffitt. 

Janet Butt receiving her DSA 
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Here we learned about the recycling process, 
including sorting and reusing materials, in some 
cases turning recycled materials into completely 
new items. 

It was also an eye-opener to find out how long our 
waste packaging takes to break down when disposed 
to landfill! 

We also took a tour “inside” a compost bin, looked 
at different types of waste produced in historical 
eras, and took a closer look at some of the 
inhabitants of the worm farms they have on-site. 

The day was concluded with a tour of the gardens 
and vege patches, and a visit to one of their activity 
rooms where we looked at how product packaging 
has changed (and increased!)  particularly since the 
introduction of plastic packaging. 

One of Friday’s tours was to the Sustainability Education Centre in Moorabin. During the tour we 
learned about the history of the Gould League and how they have impacted the environmental 
movement in Australia, and toured the many themed rooms in the centre. 

Participants at the Sustainability Education Centre Tour enjoying the garden! 

 The Sorting Machine 
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Another of the tours was to the Sea Life Melbourne Aquarium, including an exclusive look behind the 
scenes in the Aquarium’s main back of house area. 

Participants were able to see feeding, lab areas and dive zone. The Oceanarium (pictured below) has a 
capacity of an incredible 2.2 million litres! 

The Oceanarium King Penguins 

Photo credit: Dale Carroll; Mary Jones; Denise Athanasopoulos 

The final Friday workshop was a Chemwatch session where the GoldFFX program was demonstrated,  along with 
some of the new features of the program, and how schools can best use it to manage materials, achieve compliance 
and label chemicals. 
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Ten of the best! (answers pg 12)

1. What creature is an ophidiophobe afraid of?

2. Which NZ born physicist is credited with splitting the atom?

3. What colour is the most prized variety of jade?

4. What is the fruit of the tropical plant Ananas comosus?

5. Which element has the chemical symbol Yb?

6. Which part of the brain regulates physiological stability in the body?

7. Which planet has moons named after Shakespearean characters?

8. By what more common term is a Crane Fly known?

9. What does a pluviometer measure?

10. What is the first animal you would find in a dictionary?
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Dandenong Region PD Day 
On the 30th of October 2015, twenty lucky lab techs attended the Dandenong region PD day at Narre Warren 
South P-12 College. 
The day started off with an exciting and motivational presentation from Leonie Leishman on cost saving lab 
gadgets that are easy to make. Leeann Lees finished the program with an engaging presentation on writing 
SWP’s/SOP’s, and Wendy Hurle filled in the rest of the day with a presentation on paperwork that saves 
time. 

Leonie Leishman – Gadgets for the Lab that are Easy to Make and Cost Saving 

Over the past few years there have been numerous posts on the list serve discussing laboratory dishwashers. 
In her presentation Leonie recommended dishwashers supplied by The Right Part. Based on Leonie’s 
knowledge and experience, this will be my first stop when looking for a replacement dishwasher. 
For small knick-knack items such as spray bottles (for water, salt solutions, etc.), dishwasher test tube 
holders and glass waste collection bottles, Leonie recommended Ikea. I am sure that she must be getting a 
commission for promoting Ikea. 

Recently I have been searching for a range of different sized clear bags to cover various equipment. After 
receiving a request from one of my physics teachers to clean the thick layer of dust off our large wind tunnel 
made in-house. Leonie solved this dilemma by suggesting that we contact the school/staff community for 
donations of bed linen bags and other clear bags. 

For those techies out there that like to label items by hand, Leonie suggested cutting rectangle tags from 
empty plastic yoghurt containers. To attach to a reagent bottle or specimen jar, just use a hole punch to 
puncture the tags and feed a rubber band through. 

When removing old labels and adhesive from reagent and dropper bottles, Leonie suggested using body 
scrub gloves(Purchased from stores like Priceline). 

Some websites to check out include http://www.daisostore.com.au/toys.html for sticky tape dispensers,  
http://www.compoundchem.com/ and https://jameskennedymonash.wordpress.com/ for chemistry posters. 

Leonie has also prepared viscosity tubes containing oil, detergent, metho and water. Students can turn them 
upside down to see how long it takes the air bubble to travel up the tube in the various fluids. If you want 
the method, shoot Leonie a message (I am sure that she won’t mind). This method of demonstrating 
viscosity will save the resources used by students when making their own density columns in a cup. 

Other experiments I plan to request the method for include: soda ash fire extinguishers (can be used to teach 
students fire safety in the labs) and citric acid ice core samples, which are designed to teach students about 
carbon dioxide levels over the Earth’s timeline. Contact Leonie for these methods 
leishman.leonie.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Wendy Hurle – Paperwork That Saves You Time 

Teachers and students will often wonder what we lab techs do to pass away the day/year. They know we 
like to do some cleaning, and that we prepare the experiments that are designed to take theoretical to 
practical. What they sometimes fail to realise is how much thought goes into providing the right amount of 
equipment to get the job done. Wendy suggested a brilliantly simple idea to get this message across; take a 
picture of equipment purchased during the year. 

This will serve dual purposes. Not only will teachers and students know what equipment they have on hand 
to demonstrate a principle, they will also know that you are doing your best to support them in their role. 

Continued page 10    
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Dandenong Region PD Day continued... 

I plan to take this suggestion one step further, and superimpose a dollar amount indicating the normal price 
compared to the negotiated price (with quotes from several suppliers). 

Wendy also suggested sending supplier flyers to the science domain via email. Personally, I don’t know how 
many times I have tried to organise teachers to review my supplier catalogues with the statement “I am not a 
teacher so I can only suggest and purchase equipment that I think will be useful in your class”. 

 Writing and Creating  SWPs 

Leeann Lees explained in detail how to prepare a SWP/SOP’s, and shared some of the SWP’s that she had 
prepared. Leeann also explained how we can use the SOP information for a specific chemical from 
chemwatch to produce SWPs for that chemical. To access a chemical SOP search for the chemical and then 
click on the emergency report button. (Contact Leeann for her power point presentation 
lees.leeann.c@edumail.vic.gov.au)  

On behalf of all the laboratory technicians that attended, thank you to these three powerhouses for sharing 
their knowledge and experience. We are so lucky to have a great resource like the list serve where we can go 
for solutions to our many problems. All brought to us on behalf of the LTAV. 

Tane Bragg 

Wheelers Hill Secondary College 

Lablines winners  

Best experiment: 
Miranda Ford - Crystal Geodes 
May issue 2015 

Best article: 
Janelle  Gehling - A special visitor 
July issue 2015 

 Best tip: 
Sue Treloar - Making a Planaria trap from recycled 
materials, September issue 2015 

Congratulations! 

Submit your tips, experiments, articles to Lablines  for your 
chance to win next year! 
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Magic Milk 

What You Need: 
Milk (full fat works best) 
Food dye 
Liquid dish soap 
Shallow tray (plastic petri dishes work well for this!) 

Instructions: 
Pour milk into the tray and allow it to warm to room temperature. 
Place a few drops of different coloured food dye into the tray of milk. 
Next, place a few drops of liquid dish soap into the pan of milk. 
Watch what happens.  

This is a great demonstration of how surface tension works! The soap breaks down the fat in the milk and causes 
the food dye to swirl and make some really neat designs. 

A fun and colourful science experiment, great for Science Week, open days and general science classes. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

 The largest egg laid by a living bird is that of the North African Ostrich. It is 6 to 8 

inches in length and 4 to 6 inches in diameter. The smallest is that of the hummingbird. 

It is less than 0.39 inches in diameter.  

 The fastest bird is the peregrine falcon. It can fly at a speed of 168-217 miles per hour.  

 The longest recorded flight of a chicken is thirteen seconds.  

Ten of the best - Answers! 

1. Snakes
2. Sir Ernest Rutherford
3. Green
4. Pineapple
5. Ytterbium
6. Hypothalamus
7. Uranus
8. Daddy Long Legs
9. Rainfall
10. Aardvark
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LTAV Regional Representatives 2015 

Ballarat Region 
Carol Horsman 
Saint Patrick's College 
1431 Sturt Street 
Ballarat VIC 3350 
chorsman@stpats.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5322 4440 

Dandenong Region 
Wendy Hurle 
Narre Warren South P-12 College 
Amberly Park Drive Narre Warren South, 3805 
Tel:  9704 3374  
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Eastern/Maroondah Region 
Simone Martyn 
Melba College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Geelong Region 
Sarah Daniele 
Kardinia International College 
s.daniele@kardinia.vic.edu.au  
Tel: 03 5278 9999 

Gippsland Region 
Debbie Butler
Catholic College, Sale
dbutler@ccsale.catholic.edu.au
Tel: 03 5143 9731

Hume Region 
Therese Graham 
Cathedral College, Wangaratta 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.edu.au 
Tel: 03 5722 2144

Kew Region 
Karen McCoy 
Genazzano FJC , Kew 
karen.mccoy@genazzano.vic.edu.au  
Tel: 8862 1270 

Loddon/Campaspe/ 
Mallee Region 
Karen Egan 
East Loddon P-12 College 
egan.karen.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Tel: 03 54368300 

Mornington Region 
Val Bookless 
Woodleigh School, 
Langwarrin South 3911 
Tel: 5971 6100  Fax: 5971 1010 
vbookless@woodleigh.vic.edu.au 

Nillumbik/Banyule Region 
Lisa Hazelwood 
Viewbank College 
View Bank 
Tel: 94582811 Fax:9459 0512 

 lhazelwood@viewbank.vic.edu.au  

North Metro Region 
Robyn Lyons 
Copperfield College, Kings Park Junior Campus 
Kambalda Circuit , Kings Park 3021 
Tel: 9365 4113  
lyons.robyn.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 

North/West Metro Region

 CURRENTLY VACANT

South Yarra/Moorabbin Region 
Margaret Wood 
Sacre Coeur 
172 Burke Road, Glen Iris, Vic. 3146 
Tel:  9835 2700  
MWood@sac.vic.edu.au  

Sunraysia Region 
Narelle Divola 
Irymple Secondary College 
975 Karadoc Ave, Irymple 3498 
Tel: 5024 5407   
divola.narelle.n@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Warrnambool Region 
Leanne Baxter 
Hamilton andAlexandra College 
P O Box 286, Hamilton 3300 
Tel: 5572 1355 Fax: 5572 4998 
lbaxter@hamiltoncollege.vic.edu.au 

Wimmera/Horsham 
Jenny Gaulke 
Horsham College 
PO Box 508, Horsham  3400 
Tel: 53817100 
gaulke.jennifer.j@edumail.vic.gov.au 
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Laboratory Technicians’ Association of Victoria 
2015 Committee 

Please feel free to contact any member of your committee with any queries or concerns. 
Members are always welcome at committee meetings.  

Contact any committee member for more information. 

PRESIDENT 
WENDY HURLE 
Narre Warren South P-12 
Tel:  9704 3333 
hurle.wendy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 
info@ltav.org.au  

VICE PRESIDENT 
MARCIA ROGERSON 
CBC St.Kilda               
Tel: (03) 9529 6611        
mrogerson@cbcstkilda.com 

SECRETARY 
CHRISTINE NOLAN 
St Michaels Grammar, St Kilda 
Tel.: 0412 163 177 
cnolan@stmichaels.vic.edu.au 

TREASURER 
LYNETTE BAKER 
Assumption  College Kilmore 
Tel.: 5782 1422  
Lynette.Baker@assumption.vic.edu.au 

POLICY OFFICER 
GEOFF GLEADALL 
Monterey Secondary College 
geoffgleadall@msn.com.au 
Tel: 0438 638 859 

NATIONAL NETWORK COORD 
DALE CARROLL 
Geelong College, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5226 3136 
dcarroll@geelongcollege.vic.edu.au 

SETA REPRESENTATIVE 
STACEY OLDMAN 
Melbourne University MGSE 
Tel: 03 8344 6280  
s.oldman@unimelb.edu.au

MEMBERSHIP  OFFICER 
ANNE EDWARDS 
membership@ltav.org.au  

SAFETY INFORMATION 
OFFICER 
AILEEN LITTLE 
Caulfield Grammar School 
(Wheelers Hill Campus) 
Tel:  8526 5213 
aileenlittle@caulfieldgs.vic.edu.au 

LIST_SERV CONTACT 
MIRANDA FORD 
The Peninsula School, Mount Eliza 
3930 
Tel: 9788 7777  
mford@tps.vic.edu.au 

ANIMAL ETHICS LIAISON 
OFFICER 
GLENN CONDON 
Westbourne Grammar School 
Truganina 3029  
Tel:  9731 9444 
condog@westbourne.vic.edu.au 

WEBSITE AND LIST-SERV  
ADMINISTRATION 
ANNE EDWARDS 
webmaster@ltav.org.au  

LAB LINES EDITOR 
PENNY TAYLER 
Methodist Ladies’ College 
Tel: 9208 4845 
taylerp@mlc.vic.edu.au 

LAB LINES DISTRIBUTION 
BARBARA BLAKE  
Elwood  College  
Tel: 9531 9566  
blake.barbara.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LTAV Committee Meeting Dates 2015. 
The committee will meet at CBC St. Kilda, Westbury Street, St. Kilda 

The meetings usually go from 6:00– 9:30 p.m. 
 All members of LTAV are most welcome to attend.  

9 June, 28 July, 8 Sept, 13 October, 17 Nov and 8 Dec 

REGIONAL LIAISON OFFICER 
THERESE GRAHAM 
Cathedral College 
Wangaratta 
Tel: 5722 2144 
therese.graham@cathedralcollege.vic.ed
u.au

LTAV PUBLICATIONS OFFICER 
ANDY BAFUL 
Copperfield College, Delahey 3037 
Tel: 9307 5558 
baful.andy.a@edumail.vic.gov.au 

GENERAL COMMITTEE 
DENISE ATHANASOPOULOS 
Monash University 
athanasopoulosdenise@gmail.com  
Tel: 0411982305 

MARY L. JONES  
Keilor Downs College,   
Keilor Downs 3038  
Tel: 9365 8000  
jones.mary.l@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SIMONE MARTYN 
Melba  College Croydon Hills 
martyn.simone.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

SUZANNE THORNLEY 
Mentone Girls’ Secondary College 
Tel: 9581 5246 
admin@ltav.org.au 

MICHAEL WINGRAVE
The Peninsula School 
mwingrave@tps.vic.edu.au 
Tel. 97887869 

KELLEE BALLARD 
Auburn High School 
Tel: 9804 6333 
ballard.kellee.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

LIZ BEECH 
Hillcrest Christian college  
500 soldiers Road Clyde North 3978 
Tel: 97077444 
elizabeth.beech@hillcrest.vic.edu.au 




